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Colonel James Baby’s residence in Sandwich was built in 1790 for the Fur 
Trade. A most notable historical landmark. It is now the home of Mrs. W. J. 
Beasley. 

The Baby residence is where Andrew the runaway slave came in 1830. 


(Note— In Souvenir of the Past by William lewis Baby.) Carnegie Library, Victoria Avenue 
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INTRODUCTION 

A study of the progress, social, economical and educational, 
and the status of the Coloured Canadian in Windsor. 

The purpose of this book is to show the development of a race in a modem 
society. Every effort will be made to express the viewpoint of this race in the 
city of Windsor; to reveal its progress over the last one hundred years; to 
document the achievements of individuals; and to make possible a clear, fresh 
view of the future. 

In common with many newcomers to this country, the coloured people 
found it necessary to build their churches, the centre of their lives, and together 
they began the task of securing their livelihood. They had anticipated hard 
work. They soon discovered that persistence and ingenuity were also require¬ 
ments of this new way of life. Fortified with these qualities, they built their 
homes and worked the land. They went about the business of providing the 
services every growing community needs and invented the tools necessary for 
both farming and the occupations of the village. They sought the education 
that would mean continued growth and achievement, and they selected leaders 
who worked not only for their own people but for the community as a whole. 

It will be our task to let all prospective readers, especially those of Windsor, 
know how these people helped to build Windsor, physically, mentally, spiritually 
and culturally. They did not find it easy. Success is seldom achieved without 
some reversal; and so it was with the first coloured Canadians and their 
descendants who continued working hard and looking ahead. 

Many fought and died for Canada in World War I, World War II and 
in Korea. They wanted to preserve their homeland and their city, just as 
those who remained at home wanted to make their contribution to a developing 
and exuberant country. Some have become teachers, architects and inventors. 
Others have entered the professions of Medicine, Dentistry and Law. You will 
see how these individuals have helped Windsor grow and how Windsor has 
helped them grow. 

I recall one passage from 'William Lewis Baby’s Souvenirs of the Past 
in which he recounts an incident that happened in 1830 in the old town of 
Sandwich, now a part of Greater Windsor. 

A run-away slave, known to them as Andrew, crossed the Detroit River 
and made his way to the Baby home. He proved to be an excellent groomer 
of horses as well as a good cook. The Baby family were very happy with 
Andrew. The happiness was interrupted, however, one Sunday morning when 
Andrew’s slave-master from the south came to take him back. 

William was at church, but Charles Baby who was in the study heard a 
commotion. He went to investigate and found five men trying with great 
difficulty to overpower Andrew. Their difficulties were multiplied by the 
unexpected arrival of Charles and the fortuitous appearance of a Canadian 
army unit passing by the house. 

To avoid capture and conscription by the army, the attackers took to their 
boats and fled across the river. Charles and Andrew had given a good account 
of themselves, but the Babys realized that their popular servant would not be 
safe for long if he remained near the border and Andrew left shortly for safer 
territory. At last report Andrew was doing well in a business of his own in the 
Toronto area. 

The story of Andrew and the understanding and help he received from 
the Baby family is also the story of Windsor, a city in which people have known 
what it means to work together for happiness and progress. 

l_William lewis Baby, Souvenirs of the Past (1896), Carnegie library, Victoria Avenue. 
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Map of Sandwich and Windsor 1850. 


Note: Neil Morrison Thesis P. 167, Hiram Walker Museum, Windsor. 
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MAYOR JOHN WHEELTON 



Mayor John Wheelton, Q.C. 

It is with regrettable frequency that we are compelled to learn from mere 
conjecture as to what probably happened rather than what actually happened. 
Those resourceful people possessing sufficient foresight to properly chronicle 
events of to-day for the history of to-morrow are too few in number. Even 
familv histories become vague beyond the second or third generation. Fortunate 
is the family when some member appoints himself the Family Historian. In most 
instances of “lost history” someone did possess the bright idea but hesitated to 
chronicle events until all eyewitnesses had gone, and with their passing, another 
opportunity was lost forever. 

Mrs. Charlotte Perry of Windsor is to be congratulated on putting her 
thoughts into action while yet there is time. Her talent and foresight will serve 
unborn generations and tell the story of how several communities in Essex and 
Kent Counties came to life. The stories of success over adversity will serve the 
readers with inspiration and examples which took place right around home. 
Her story will require months of research, countless interviews and hours of 
gleaning fact from fiction. 

The plight of a minority group who came to our land in the 1800’s in 
search of freedom and opportunity has many counterparts in modern history, 
but their status is protected by precept and legislation unknown to the former 
slave. It required real fortitude to be a fugitive in many cases with “a price 
on their heads.” It can readily be assumed that not all survived the long road 
to freedom. It can also be taken for granted that setting foot on Canadian soil 
was only one step in the long struggle up. Although they were received sym¬ 
pathetically there can be no doubt that some hostility existed. 

By peaceful means and their intense desire to establish homes, places of 
worship and schools for their children, these settlers exhibited their high 
calibre of citizenship. 

They applied to the fertile soil of Essex the knowledge of agriculture 
learned by the sweat of the brow in plantation life. Likewise the blacksmith, 
carpenter, seamstress and teacher soon found opportunity to test their skills to 
meet the needs of a pioneer community. 

Many communities in Essex and Kent owe their names and prosperity to 
the enterprise of these early inhabitants. Many stories of success over adversity, 
of rising from obscurity to positions of leadership in political and professional 
life lie waiting for the pen of Mrs. Perry. 

Citizens of this community will be grateful to Mrs. Perry for recording for 
posterity this important era in our local history while yet there is time. 

John Wheelton, Q.C., 

Mayor, 

City of Windsor. 


“THINGS TO THINK ABOUT” 


It must be remembered by all that read about the accomplishments of 
any group in Windsor in the last hundred years, that real progress was late in 
coming for any group. One hundred years ago the population of Windsor was 
around 5,000 people. Business establishments were mainly along old Sandwich 
Street and Ouellette Avenue and even they were sparsely located. 

Before the ferry boats came with our Custom and Immigration Inspectors, 
there was only the row-boat and in those cold winters many were able to walk 
across the river. Even as late as 1900 the row-boat was the only means of cross¬ 
ing after midnight. In fact in 1920 many who arrived for the last regular 
steamer to Windsor would signal with a lantern for a row-boat to pick them up. 
The last boat for Windsor generally left around 12 midnight. 

Paving of streets was not given a thought. Horse and wagon and buggy 
were the means of travel, as well as the steam engine. It was practically an all day 
chore to drive from Windsor to Harrow, Essex and back as one had to give 
his horses a chance to rest. Shopping was done on foot. In the early 1900's, 
Windsor had a population of 20,000 people. 

It was the coming to Windsor of such firms as Hiram Walker, Ford Motor 
Co., Chrysler Canada Limited and General Motors that helped Windsor to 
blossom out; and we must not forget such concerns as Bartlet-Macdonald & 
Gow, Smiths', schools such as Assumption College and St. Mary’s Academy, the 
ferry boats, the car ferries, the Canadian Pacific and Canadian National Rail¬ 
roads, that gave the push which made Windsor move forward so rapidly. In 
those days Hotel Dieu was not only a hospital, but also had a school especially 
for teaching the coloured children. In the beginning there were coloured people 
working in these establishments and factories. They worked to make Windsor 
great. It was not until after the advent of the motor car that things began to 
move fast. We must thank the people of Ford’s, Chrysler and General Motors 
for making Windsor the Motor Capital of the British Empire. Fifty years ago 
it took about one hour to go fifty miles; now one can cross the country (over 
3,000 miles) in four to five hours by plane. 

An invention of a hardening process for steel was made by a coloured man, as 
well as a way to make clothes, farming tools, and many other useful tools. Billy 
Walker first introduced the popcorn business. It can be said that in everything 
good for the city of Windsor the coloured man played an important role. They 
helped Windsor attain the position it now holds—one of the leading communities 
in Canada. 

The early businesses of the coloured community in Windsor did not perhaps 
progress as fast as those of the other citizens, yet it must be said that they were 
making their mark in Windsor. They had barbershops that were second to none 
and served all citizens; general stores that served the community and which 
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were always well stocked; a few restaurants in the main sections of the city 
and to which people came from far and near. 

We cannot forget the watchmakers and repairmen, the electricians, plumb¬ 
ers, stationers, engineers, lawyers, ministers, medical doctors, dentists, chiro¬ 
practors, optometrists, engineers (electrical), farmers, veterinarians, school 
teachers, morticians, accountants, policemen, firemen, employees in many 
departments of the city, mechanical dentists, musicians, artists, dressmakers, 
tailors, launderers, inventors, paint manufacturers, building contractors, shoe¬ 
makers, brick masons, business people, real estate dealers, nurses, nurses’ aides, 
store clerks, chefs, chemists, commercial artists, beauticians, owners of factories 
(present and past), social workers, publishers, telephone operators, auto 
mechanics, postal clerks, letter carriers, city solicitors, aldermen, hotel owners, 
soldiers, sailors, airmen and indeed w r orkers in all occupations that contribute 
to modern society. 

The above are some of the things that the coloured community has con¬ 
tributed to the city of Windsor. Many have served in all of these fields and 
they have proved themselves a part of this expanding community and are 
doing well. 


Photo shows the waterfront on the Janette Farm in 1886. The reader will note 
on his left (right of the picture), a boat house. This is the Beaver Club which held the 
oar championship on the lakes for many years. On the right may be seen part of the old Essex 
Flour Mills. In the centre stands the Laballaine house. The author of this historical article 
relates an interesting episode in the late Francois Laballaine’s life. All these buildings have 
long since disappeared, but the Laballaine house was still standing 35 years ago. The gentle¬ 
man with a derby is a colored postman. In those days postmen did not wear regulation 
uniforms. (Courtesy of Mr. George F. Macdonald, president of the Ontario Historical Society.) 



Foot Note: Hiram Walker Museum, George F. Macdonald Collection. 
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FIRST ELECTRIC STREET CAR ON 
NORTH AMERICAN CONTINENT—1886 


Picture No. 1 of this group has a tremendous historic value, for it shows 
the first electric street car to be operated on the North American Continent.’ 
It is claimed that this was the first car operated in the world, commercially. 
It ran between the British American Hotel, Windsor, and the Peabody Bridge, 
in Walkerville. The picture is a reproduction of a photograph belonging to the 
late George F. Macdonald, prominent Windsor merchant, and an authority on 
Border history. The car is shown, its trailer behind, “posed” on Sandwich 
Street, during one of its first runs, in June, 1886. A number of well-known 
Borderites of the day are passengers in the car and trailer, and grouped along 
the car’s side. The taller of the two men standing behind the dog is the late 
P. C. Ponning, a business partner of J. W. Tringham, who promoted the line. 

No. 2 shows Sandwich Street in 1863, when stages offered transportation 
between Windsor and Sandwich. In the centre of the street is Joseph F. Ouel¬ 
lette’s stage, and his horses. White Dick and Black Mag, widely known to 
travelers of that day. Stage transportation preceded the horse car which, in turn, 
gave way to the electric street car. 

William Kennedy was president of the Sandwich and Windsor Passenger 
Railway. This company introducted the horse-car system (pictured in No. 3) on 
the Border in 1873 and 1874. The line ousted the Windsor-Sandwich stages, and 
a right-of-way bought for the horse car tracks was the first step toward the 
creation of the present London Street. 

The old Lagoon Park hotel, in Sandwich, county town terminus of the 
horse cars, and later the electric trolleys, is shown in No. 4, with one of the 
first street cars placed on this line, in 1891, in the left foreground. 

Plate No. 5 is a picture of Lindon Clark Brooks, at that time 75 years old, 
a coloured Canadian, living at 656 Goveau St. Mr. Brooks was the first operator 
of the Windsor-Walkerville electric car, and was thus the first street railway 
operator on the continent. 



11 I II 11 


WICH&WINDSOR R.W. 






i 

aU 


A horse-draivn streetcar began to run between Sandwich 
and Windsor in 1873. 


’—Border Ci ties Star, Windsor, Ontario, 1928 and reprinted, later, in Windsor Star, January 14, 1963 
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FIRST TROLLEY CAR IN NORTH AMERICA RAN HERE 


Steps in Transportation Progress as Seen Through Camera’s Eye 


















LINDON CLARK BROOKS FAMILY 


The first streetcar operator in Windsor and 

on the North American Continent was a 

coloured man who believed in and worked for 

his city. He served on the town Advisory Board 

dealing with things that would make Windsor Mrs. Margaret Faulkner, the great granddaughtei 

of Lindon C. Brooks. 

a better place to live. You can see the Collection 

Demand for Taxes, which is shown below, was S7.00 for his house taxes in 
1897. The hou se still stands and the great grandchildren still live there. The 
home is now valued in the bracket of S12,000 to S14,000. The house is on 
Goyeau Street. All the children of Lindon Clark Brooks were born in this 
house. 



The children were Melinda Brooks Wright, Cora Brooks Craven and Norris 
Edward Brooks. The children of Cora Brooks were Gladys and George Craven. 
Gladys Whited is deceased. These were the members of the family in the first 
generation. Mrs. Margaret Faulkner, the great granddaughter of Lindon C. 
Brooks was born in Windsor, attended Dougall Avenue School, Patterson 
Collegiate, and was a graduate of Bulmer Business College in Windsor. She is 
a comptometer operator and is working as an agent clerk for Ward’s Foods Inc. 
in Detroit. Site commutes every day. Her eldest brother Lindon attended the 
same schools and works for the City of Windsor. Edward Whited, another great 
grandson, works for General Motors. 

The grandchildren are making their mark in Windsor as Lindon C. Brooks 
did before them. 
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EARLY FAMILIES 

Their Early Life 

Pride and purpose are the traits most often associated with many of today’s 
coloured families in Windsor. Their story is the subject of later chapters, but 
it has a beginning that goes hack more than one hundred years and in the 
light of present day accomplishments it is a beginning that bears examination. 
Its value lies in the ability of history to bring tlie present into focus and create 
an uncluttered path to future progress; and if interpretations can indeed be 
placed on cold facts, an examination of Windsor’s history may indicate 
that today’s achievements are after all founded on a natural heritage of initiative, 
dignity and perseverance. 

Available sources reveal that a few families resided here during the middle 
years of the 19th century when the coloured man first discovered that his skills 
were welcome in the Windsor area. By the late eighteen hundreds, the members 
of his race were still proportionately small in number, but it is during this time 
that evidence of their business acumen begins to appear'. 

In common with his fellow pioneers, most of these earliest settlers were 
farmers, and naturally enough, those who owned larger plots of land were called 
upon to participate more fully in the needs of the community. 

The other villagers of this race were also leading busy, productive lives. 
The need for education had already been filled. In 1867 Alexander Bartlet, 
a city magistrate, states in his diary 2 that an all-coloured school was established 
on McDougall Street. Barracks were vacant at the time and these provided 
classrooms in which men like William E. Walker prepared themselves for 
business. 

Mr. Walker was a grocer at 69 McDougall Street, 3 a location the children 
of the next generation found particularly convenient, because while their 
parents and neighbours were enjoying shopping at his store, the youngsters 
were slipping across the street from the school to enjoy his own special candied 
popcorn which would be sold throughout the city later in the day; and he 
further delighted the children by turning out ice cream when they came in the 
evening. As his business flourished, he acquired more property, and returned 
his own good fortune by serving on numerous civic and church committees. 

Next door at 71 McDougall Street was another store owned by Mr. William 
Lawson. 4 His bride, Wilhemina Baptiste from Jamaica, spoke only French but 
the fortunate man ran a private school in another part of the store and he 
taught English. Mr. Lawson also issued marriage licenses for the city and was 
a member of the village council. 

Those who attended the Mercer Street school were another fortunate group 
of children. At 840 Mercer Street, directly across from the school Mr. Emanuel 
C. Parker had a confectionery store 5 , where he later sold other supplies such 
as hardware. It was his wife’s taffy that so enchanted the children, and she 
must have developed an extraordinary recipe, since local legend has it that 
people from far and near came to buy it. Mr. Parker and his wife Ida were 
recognized as outstanding citizens, and well known for both their civic and 
church work. 

Nearby, another coloured man and his brother were prospering. On Goyeau 
Street, James and Robert Dunn owned a varnish manufacturing company 
called Acme White Works. 4 The Bell Telephone Company now owns that 
property and its Windsor office is located there. The Dunn brothers had 
invented the varnish process themselves, and sold not only in Windsor and 
surrounding communities, but found a market for their product in Detroit 
as well. In addition to considerable property in Windsor, Robert Dunn also 
owned a theatre in Detroit and was a member of the village Board of Education 
for Windsor. 
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EARLY FAMILIES 


Some of the women of that day were also engaged in business. Mrs. Eliza¬ 
beth Kelly had a dressmaking shop at 120 Glengarry Avenue 7 for many years, 
while Mrs. Elizabeth Wilson Monroe, reputed to be a very shrewd business¬ 
woman, owned a grocery store at Mercer and Wyandotte. 8 She also owned other 
property on Mercer Street and Ouellette Avenue. 

The hotel keepers at the turn of the century included coloured owners in 
their number. One was Mr. Wade Hill’ who owned two hotels in the Windsor 
area. One was located on No. 2 Highway at Lauzon Road, the other more 
centrally located on No. 2 Highway at Lauzon Road. This Hotel was 
considered one of the better stopping places in town, and favoured by 
travellers from all parts of Canada and the United States. Although horn in 
Pennsylvania, Mr. Hill spent most of his life in Windsor, and with his success 
came additional property, most of it farm land. 

Another hotel man was Mr. George W Smith, owner of the Walker House 
at 81 McDougall Street.' 0 This was one of the first and one of the best hotels in 
the city of Windsor. Mr. Smith ran the hotel for 50 years; his brother John 
Alexander, and later in 1935, John Alexander’s three sons Ronald, Regg and 
George took over." George was the proprietor from 1937-42, and Ronald from 
1943 until the city took over the area at McDougall and University to be 
redeveloped under the Urban Renewal Plan in 1960. 

Coloured people ran the majority of the laundry businesses of the time. 
Victor Alphonso Alberts had a laundry shop on Tuscarora near McDougall 
Street,' 7 and as early as 1874 William Alexander Alberts had a steam cleaning 
and pressing plant at 90 Sandwich Street West.' 3 His was one of the largest in 
Windsor. He was a prominent citizen and Mr. Albert’s friends included the 
mayor of the village and John A. MacDonald, Prime Minister of Canada. In his 
community activities he served as a member of the Board of Education and 
also owned a haberdashery in Detroit. 

Barbering was also a trade undertaken early by coloured men in Windsor. 
Near the end of the 19th century. Freeman Dungy opened a barber shop in the 
500 block on Mercer Street' 4 and continued this service for many years. 

A little later when Windsor opened a Post Office, Mr. Arthur McDowell 
was one of the first five uniformed postmen.' 5 He started delivering mail in 
1907. Windsor had already acquired a population of 20,000 and at that time, 
the main shopping area was on Sandwich Street between Windsor Avenue 
and Ferry Street. The old Post Office was on Ouellette Avenue where the 
present one now stands, and at the foot of Ouellette were the docks where the 
boats from Detroit landed. 

These are a few of the coloured families who helped launch Windsor into 
the 20th century. They played the minor and major roles that contribute to 
the success of every community. Some brought their skills; some their business 
acumen; and others their understanding. Each knew that he must pass on 
these qualities to the next generation, if they were to survive as a people. 


'In the City Directory for 1867—Walker's Museum, Pitt St. 

2 Diary obtained from Mrs. Low. 9 — Interview with Mr. Edwin Hill, April, 1967 

10 —City Directory, 1867 


3 City Directory, 1867. 
4 City Directory, 1867. 
5 City Directory, 1867. 
6 City Directory, 1887. 
7 City Directory 1867 
8 City Directory 1867 


"—Interview with Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Smith, May, 1967 
12 —The City Directory, 1867 
,3 — Ibid. 

14 — Ibid. 

15 — George F. Macdonald's Collection from Walker's 
Museum. 
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EARLY FAMILIES 

Captain James A. Smith 

A lake ship captain, James A. Smith, was born in Kentucky in 1825. 
In 1848 he married Mary Anne Underwood, the daughter of Rev. Underwood. 
They moved to Canada and made their home in Amherstburg, Ontario. Captain 
Smith later moved to Windsor, Ontario to live with his daughter Mrs. Samuel 
McDowell after the death of his wife. Vlt 

The McDowells had four sons and one daughter. Mr. Arthur McDowell, 
one son, never married. He started carrying mail when Windsor had a popula¬ 
tion of 20,000. Arthur still lives with his sister Eloise McDowell Taylor and 
they have lived in the family home over 80 years. Arthur is known for his 
singing, civic work and church life. He was one of the leaders in most public 
life in the city although he held no office except that he was Deacon for 
30 years in the First Baptist Church. Another brother, the Rev. Lawrence 
McDowell finished school in the United States after having attended Windsor 
Collegiate. He finished theology at Virginia Union obtaining his Bachelor of 
Theology and B.A. He then pastored in Durham, N.C. He was a leading civic 
worker and church worker, and later became pastor of a Baptist Church in 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Mr. Sherman McDowell was with the 18th Platoon, Canadian Army, active 
duty. He worked for over thirty years for the Prince Edward Hotel and he was 
married to Ida Brooks, past president of the Windsor Art and Literary Club. 
He went overseas with his brother Roman in the 18th Platoon. Roman married 
Rose Dennis McDowell. She was the first president of the Windsor Art and 
Literary Club. 

Mrs. Eloise McDowell Taylor 
lived in Windsor on Windsor 
Avenue with her brother. She 
was president of the Windsor 
Art and Literary Club and 
president of the Missionary 
Society of the First Baptist 
Church for 20 years.' 


LOUIS TAYLOR 

Born in Windsor, he is a son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Louis Taylor 
whose mother was Mrs. Eloise 
MacDowell, one of Windsor’s 
oldest families. Louis attended 
Patterson Collegiate and D.I.T. 
in Detroit and Toronto Univer¬ 
sity where he specialized in 
social work. His first job was a 
probation officer in Toronto. 

He is now a social worker in 
Toronto. He is married and has Louis Taylor 

two children; Lois and Jill 
Ellen. 


'—Interview with Mrs. Eloise McDowell 
Taylor , March 1967 
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The executive offices of Hiram Walker-Gooderham & Worts Limited are housed in a 
building built by Hiram Walker in 1894. The building is considered to be one of the finest 
examples of 16th century Renaissance art on this continent. 
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I REMEMBER WHEN . . . 

Excerpt from Windsor Star, 1954 (Centennial Edition) 

REV. WILLIAM J. HARRISON 

Mr. Harrison who was 88. was born in ICindsor, the son of coloured slaves 
who escaped to Canada in the 1830’s and joined the rapidly-growing community 
of freed slaves in Windsor. 


When they filled in the old coulee where Giles Boulevard is now. A man 
named Giles kept an animal pound on the coulee, and the new road was nick¬ 
named Giles Boulevard as a joke. 

When Louis Wilson, who used to live on Mercer Street, drove people’s cows 
out to pasture each day in the open fields where Giles Boulevard now is. 

When the Emancipation Day celebrations used to be held at the old Sulphur 
Springs in Sandwich, near the present C.I.L. plant. 

When the old woodburning locomotives on the Great Western Railway 
between Windsor and London used to stop every few miles to build up steam 
in the boilers. 

When everyone in Windsor was talking about the Franco-Prussian War, 
but the news about the battles was about two weeks old before it got here. 

When you could take an excursion from London to Windsor on the old 
Great Western Railway for a dollar return. 

When you would leave at 6 a.m. for a trip to Amherstburg on the horse 
car, and feel you were lucky if you got there by noon. It was faster and cheaper 
to take the ferry boat. 

When all the sidewalks in Windsor were just two planks laid together. 

When two teams of horses used to pull a loaded wagon out of the mud on 
Wyandotte Street. Wagons used to sink right down to the hubs. 

It was common to see a steam tug pulling five or six big sailing ships 
through the river. 

When the two big barber shops in town, both run by coloured Canadians, 
were Joy Oday’s shop in the old International Hotel, and Tom Johnson’s shop 
in the Great Western Hotel. There were about five barbers in each shop. 

When J. L. Dunn’s Varnish Works at Langlois and Arthur used to supply 
all the varnish and paint for the Massey-Harris Company. Mr. Dunn was also 
the first coloured alderman in Windsor. 

When the only place you could buy meat in Windsor w r as at the old market. 
John and Porter Foster and a man called Hewitt ran the big meat stalls at the 
market. 

When we used to shoot meadowlarks in the fields south of Wyandotte, about 
where Hall and Gladstone Avenues are now. 


1 —Windsor Star, 1954 (Centennial Edition) 
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THE FIRST COLOURED LAWYER 


Delos R. Davis was born in Colchester Township in 1846 and attended a 
school which was maintained by a Vermont Missionary Society, the teacher of 
which was Miss Theodosia Lyons. This school was closed in 1859. He later 
attended a government school until his 17th birthday in 1863. 

Mr. Davis became a laborer, a sailor, and did many odd jobs but his heart 
was set on becoming a lawyer. He read every book possible that might help him 
in his ambition as he sailed up and down the Great Lakes. 

In 1868 he married Miss Jane Mitchell, a year after he had started teaching. 
He also worked for a paper mill in Ypsilanti, Michigan, and in 1870 returned 
to Colchester, Ontario, and taught for six months. 

Mr. Davis studied under Judge Liggett in 1870, and under (acting) Judge 
Horne. These men encouraged him continually. He obtained his teacher’s 
certificate in 1871 and continued to teach, this time at Gilgal. In 1873 he was 
appointed a Notary Public and practised law in the Division Court. 

A great deal of his work was done in the old town of Sandwich and Windsor, 
where he proved himself as a capable lawyer and received his bar certificate 
in 1884 by a Special Act and was admitted to the bar by the Law Society 
of Ontario. 

He was sworn in on May 19, 1885 and was appointed a King’s Council on 
November 10, 1910. 

All these details were taken from a notebook of Mr. Alvin McCurdy, 
Amherstburg, Ontario. 



‘This picture of the Sandwich Courthouse and Jail was taken in 1867, the year of the 
confederation. Notice the historic Western Hotel in the foreground, operated at that time by 
Mr. Cyrus Dobson. It was originally the home of an eminent Canadian Latvyer, Mr. James 
Woods. At the time this picture was taken the courthouse was being used as a barracks, which 
accounts for the soldiers. St. John’s Anglican Church may be seen in background. 

George F. Macdonald Collection—Walker Museum. 
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ST. MARY’S ACADEMY 

'St. Mary’s Academy played an important part in the history of St. Alphon- 
sus Parish. It had its humble beginning in 1864, around the time when the 
Holy Names Sisters came from Montreal to teach in the schools and at the 
same time opened up St. Mary’s Academy for girls. In the intervening years, 
it has been a centre of Catholic scholarship and culture and piety. 

During the time it was located at the corner of Park and Ouellette, it was 
enlarged and rebuilt to accommodate its increasing patronage. Just prior to the 
removal to South Windsor, the Academy had about 150 day scholars and 
100 resident students. In 1927 the Academy property was sold to make room for 
the new tunnel and a greater St. Mary’s was built in South Windsor. 

By 1929 the new building was finished. It arose from the plain in splendid 
isolation, surrounded bv cornfields; today it is encircled by a beautiful resi¬ 
dential area. As the record of the last thirty-five years has shown, St. Mary’s 
has come a long way from the four pioneer Sisters and seven pupils of November, 
1864. A staff of 36 serves the needs of some 530 girls. The Robarts Plan was 
implemented in the school, the very year of introduction in Ontario. It offers 
these students a choice of three programs: five-year Arts and Science, four-year 
Arts and Science, or four-year Business and Commerce. Music, art, drama and 
sports are offered in various forms to round off a complete feminine education. 



St. Mary Academy. 
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HOTEL DIEU HOSPITAL OF ST. JOSEPH 


This hospital also played a role in the Parish of St. Alphonsus. In 1886, 
the Very Rev. Dean Wagner became very concerned about the education and 
welfare of a small group of coloured people, who had established themselves 
in Windsor, and especially about their welfare as it related to the children. 
He was apparently unable to arouse sufficient interest in the cause of these 
people. He therefore distributed circulars throughout Canada for the support 
of his noble cause. It was at that time he received a unique offer of prayers 
and monies from the Religious Hospitallers of Hotel Dieu of St. Joseph in 
Montreal, Quebec. Shortly thereafter, Father Wagner went to Europe and on 
his return stopped to see the Sisters in Montreal. The Sisters at this time, under 
the direction of Mother Boneau. a woman who was immensely interested in the 
Missions, agreed to help Father Wagner’s cause. 

For this reason. Mother Paquette, whose soul was a mirror of charity, was 
sent with a small group of Sisters in 1888 to teach Father Wagner’s beloved 
coloured children and at the same time arrange to build a hospital in Windsor. 
It was this particular example of charity that brought into being Hotel Dieu 
Hospital, which was blessed and dedicated by the Rt. Rev. Dr. Walsh on Sunday, 
October 15, 1889. The building was a 100 bed structure. In order to help 
furnish it. Father Wagner arranged to sell oil paintings that he had gathered 
from the art galleries of Europe. Some of these oil paintings still adorn the 
walls of the hospital. 


FIRST COLOURED MISSION 

An interesting page in St. Alphonsus’ records is that which tells of the 
first coloured Mission ever organized in Canada. In January, 1887, Father 
Wagner formed a local society to assist him in apostolic labour for the propaga¬ 
tion of the faith among the coloured people in Windsor. A school was opened 
in old St. Alphonsus Hall, and a Sister of the Hoty Names took charge of it 
on February 4th of the same year. Her school-room was kept filled by the 
apostolic efforts of a saintly old coloured lady, “Aunt Christian” by name, who 
made daily rounds to bring in the stray sheep of her own race. The aristocratic 
coloured people did not take kindly to the idea of attending a “Benevolent 
School” and only the very poor attended the class in St. Alphonsus Hall. 

In all, about sixty-six neophytes were received into the Church. Under date 
of December 14, 1887, Cardinal Simeoni, Prefect of the Sacred Congregation of 
the Propaganda, sent to the work the Papal benediction. In September, 1888, 
St. Alphonsus Hall became the residence, during seventeen months, of the 
pioneer Hospital Sisters of St. Joseph of Hotel Dieu, Montreal, who were 
invited by Dean Wagner to begin hospital work in Windsor, and to teach the 
coloured people of Windsor. 

The Hotel Dieu Nuns, being cloistered, could not devote themselves to the 
outside charities. Personal contact seemed the only means of securing and 
holding the allegiance of the coloured people, and little by little the mission 
dwindled to zero. 


1 — St. Alphonsus Church, 1865-1965 History. 
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AUNT JENNIE—100 YEARS OLD JULY 20, 1967 

MISS JENNIE JOHNSON 1 
A fine lady bom in Chatham township 
on July 20, 1867 is getting ready to cel¬ 
ebrate her 100th birthday. A person who 
does her own reading and writing, and 
still travels extensively; who arranges her 
own hair to the style she desires it to be 
and wears earrings and not a wrinkle in 
her face. 

Miss Johnson’s father and mother came 
from Indiana. She studied under the 
minister of her church, although working 
long hours on the farm. She was a very 
apt child and, upon learning all she could 
under her pastor, she was sent to Wilber- 
force University in Ohio to complete her 
education. With her English, math, his¬ 
tory, and other subjects she took a course 
in theology; she learned the ministry and 
returned to Chatham Township where she 
established two churches. Miss Johnson 
then received a call to Windsor on her 21st birthday where she worked with 
Rev. Arthur Davis. Miss Johnson visited homes where she taught the children 
privately. Her motto was “Help others and you help yourself.” 

Windsor at this time consisted of the area from Glengarry St. to Church St. 
and from Sandwich St. to Erie St. and a few outlying country homes. Giles 
Boulevard was non-existent as it is to-day but was a marshy area full of snakes 
and fish. 

The life of Windsor, so far as the coloured people were concerned, was 
centered around the First Baptist Church on the north east corner of McDougall 
and the British Methodist Episcopal Church on the west side of McDougall 
near Assumption Street. The community thrived, says Aunt Jennie, as Miss 
Johnson was known, because the people worked together. 

Miss Johnson sought and finally found a watch that was one of the pieces 
of the British crown jewels that Queen Victoria had given to be used as 
payment for the freedom of slaves many years before. This watch is still in 
the museum in Toronto. 

Miss Johnson still loves talking to people and she preached until about 
ten years ago. She still sings and has a fine voice. She spoke as recently as 
Easter Sunday, 1967, in Dresden, Ontario. 

She lives in the LaBelle Convalescent Home on La Belle Street in Detroit, 
Michigan. Asked about her stay in Windsor she said, “Windsor is my home, 
I love the people there and I go to Windsor every chance I get.” 



1 — Interview , May 23, 1967 
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GRAVEYARD- 
LOST 45 YEARS 


One of the oldest grave¬ 
yards in the Windsor area 
lies just outside the city in 
the Township of Sandwich 
East, Concession No. 3, west 
of Banwell Road and it is a 
part of Farm Lot 143. 


Here lie some of the old 
settlers of Windsor’s coloured 
community. There are many 
graves here; some are sunken 
and many have been over¬ 
grown. The stone work on 
many of these markers is a 
work of art. Some that are 
still standing are those of 
Eliza Bush, born October 6, 
1877 and died December 2, 
1930; Louis Smith who died 
December 10, 1922 at age of 
51; James H. Wray, who 
was born in 1855 and died in 
1931, when his wife Amanda 
was still alive. 


Lost graveyard for 45 years found in Windsor—1967 


Other head stones are marked 1877, 1865 and 1870, but the names are 
illegible. This was definitely a coloured graveyard as Mr. Clarence Ouellette, 
the former clerk of Sandwich East, has verified. There may be living descendents 
of those buried here. The graveyard is about 100 yards off Banwell Road, next 
to a farm. A German police dog who guards his master’s farm also stands guard 
over this memorial to some of the first coloured residents of Windsor. 


In April 1885 the trustees of the British Methodist Episcopal Church in 
the town of Sandwich gave a deed per lots 10 and 11 in Plan 65—containing 20 
acres to the trustees of the British American Episcopal Church of Windsor. 
Later on the trustees of the B.M.E. Church sold to Patrick Renaud all of Lot 11 
and the north half of Lot 10—Plan 655, thereby retaining 5 acres of lot 10 
(5 acres). In my opinion the lands are vested in the trustees, as appointed from 
time to time at a regularly called and duly held meeting of the recognized 
congregation of the B.M.E. Church. 

Signed Mr. C. T. Ouellette. 



GEORGE SMITH 

THE WALKER HOUSE' 

There was a hotel in the city of Windsor that made an outstanding contri¬ 
bution to this community. It was recognized as a place where a stranger or 
citizen of Windsor could go or send a friend: they would not only receive 
courteous service but they would feel at home. 

The Walker House had guests from all over the United States and Canada 
and from many parts of the world staying there. The Walker House was built 
in 1887. The owner was George Smith Sr. After the passing of Mr. George 
Smith, his brother John Alexander took over. John Alexander had three sons 
and they ran the hotel after their father died. Each of the Smiths carried on 
as hotel operators as their uncle did before them They were George, Reggie 
and Ronald Smith. Ronald Smith, the last owner, ran the hotel from 1942 to 
1960 when the city bought the hotel as it was in the Redevelopment Area No. 1. 
The last owners, Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Smith (the former Miss Love), had two 
children, a boy and a girl. 

The daughter Lois studied at Patterson Collegiate and Teacher’s College at 
Toronto University; also at Wayne University and she now teaches public school 
in the city of Windsor. The son, Ronald Jr., attended Patterson Collegiate, also 
finished Bulmer Business College and is now a processor for the IBM Machine 
Co. in Detroit. 


Walker House. 

1 —Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Smith, April, 1967. 




HIRAM WALKER & SONS’ 

Distilling was only one phase of Hiram Walker’s irrepressible flow of ideas. 
He laid out streets and built houses for his workers. And he built a church and 
a school, and invited new industries into “Walkerville.” 

Soon a complete new town was booming. Walkerville had its own water¬ 
works, fire department and police force, and three river ferries to serve the 
new industries. 

The wet, malted mash from the distillery proved to be an excellent feed 
for livestock. Hiram Walker developed model farms, and his herds grew to over 
5,000 head. Highways were mud roads in those days, so he built a steam railroad 
to reach the farms. In time this railroad reached 34 miles to Leamington. Many 
years later it became part of the present railroad system. 

Walkerville grew and prospered, and as years passed became the thriving 
industrial centre you see today. 

So you see that the circle continues to move outward. The Canadian business 
that began in Walkerville over 100 years ago now has distilleries on Scotland, 
the United States and Argentina. Each enterprize works with the peoples of its 
country, according to their customs, needs and traditions. 

But Canadian Club is made only in Walkerville. It is now exported to over 
150 lands, where it is known as “The Best in The House.” It is an ambassador of 
good-will from Canada. And for men of imagination it is a continuous reminder, 
too ... that the most powerful thing in the world is still a good idea! 

^From Booklet “The Historic Circle", issued by Hiram Walker & Sons Ltd. 



Hiram Walker <£- Son spectacular electric sign was the first of its kind ever to be constructed. 
The sign in which therp were 4300 light bulbs , operated from 1900 until the beginning of 
World War II when it was turned off to conserve hydro-electric power. 


George F. Macdonald Walker’s Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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In the early days of railroading wood was used as fuel in 
locomotives. This picture of a wood-burning locomotive 
was taken in the Windsor railway yards about 1870. 


George F. Macdonald, Walker's Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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OLD SETTLERS 


The descendents of those first fugitives to arrive in Windsor by the famous 
“Underground Railway” have prospered. Many of the first and second genera¬ 
tions owned businesses, and some of these names have been taken from the City 
Directory of 1911' and are listed below: Alberts, Victor, cleaner and dyer, 8^/ 2 
Tuscarora. Barry, Charles, painter, 78 Mercier Street. Barry, James, 31 Chatham. 
Barry, Joseph, 79 McDougall. Baylis, Benjamin, Confectionary, Goyeau. Clay, 
James, 319 Goyeau, owned the area now occupied by Bell Telephone Co., and 
Morris’ Funeral Home. Wife’s name — Mary. Clay, William, same address. 
Conner, Fred. Evan. John, CPR worker, 31 McDougall. Evans, Charles, CPR 
worker, 210 Goyeau. Green, George, painter, 214 Goyeau. Green, Jasper, 
teamster. Green, John, 23 Montmorency. Green, Mattie, 29 Highland. Green 
Nettie, 117 Glengarry. Hall, John R., Farmer. Hall, John W., carpenter, 10 l / 2 
Tuscarora. Henderson, Charles, John, Joseph and May, 190 Windsor Ave. Howe, 
Wm. J., barbershop, 8 Pitt Street. Hulett, Green B., teamster, 86 Mercer. Hulett, 
Leslie, S.S. Alberta, 39 Mercer. Hulett, Robert, S.S. Crescent City, 39 Mercer. 
Hulett, Wm. R., S.S. Alberta, 39 Mercer. Hyatt, Louise A., 151 Goyeau 
St. Hyatt, George H., father of these Hyatts owned a florist shop at 158 Goyeau, 
one of the finest hot houses in Windsor. Jenkins, a contractor, 133 Goyeau St. 
Jenkins, John R., worked for G. Jenkins. Jenkins, Norman, a labourer, 79 
McDougall St. Jenkins, Thomas. Johnson, Albert, 349 Goyeau St. Johnson, 
Daisy, 62 Mercer. Johnson, Sam, worked for Park Davis in Windsor. Johnson, 
William, 96 McDougall. Jones, George, 15 McDougall. Jones, Sylvester, 242 
Mercer St. Jones, William, sailor, 364 Goyeau. Kelly, Ada, student, 120 Glen¬ 
garry. Kelly, Alice, student, 120 Glengarry. Kelly, Helen, 12 Glengarry. Kelly 
Joseph P.C., student, 120 Glengarry. Kelly, Leonard, student, 120 Glengarry. 
Kelly, Ruth, student, 120 Glengarry. Kelly, William, 120 Glengarry. Kelly, 
Gertrude, 18 Assumption. Louis, William, dairyman, Tuscarora. Nall, Forest. 
Nall, Gordon, teamster for Trucking and Storage Co., 84 McDougall. Nall, 
Walter, 18 Tuscarora. Van Dyke, Charles, Mercer St. North of Giles. Van Dyke, 
Cyrus, 154 Windsor Ave. Van Dyke, Thomas, Mercer St. North of Giles. Walker, 
Charlotte A., missionary IVS, SS Am., 1 West Goyeau. Walker, Edward, grocer, 
meats, 164 Goyeau SS Am 1 W. Goyeau. Walker, Edward, driver for above, 169 
Goyeau. Walker, Frank H., Walker, George, carpenter. Walker. Henry 
worked for Hiram Walker & Son Ltd., 237 Sandwich St. E. Walker, Henry, 
restaurant, corner McDougall St. and Assumption. Walker, William E., con¬ 
fectionery, 69 McDougall. Watkins, Mable, wife of Arthur, worked for water 
works Pumping Station N. Sandwich, opposite Langlois Ave. White, Benjamin, 
teamster. White, Edward, teamster. William, Amelia, dressmaker, 6 Tuscarora. 
William, Edward, Ford Motor Car, 71 Mercer. William George, Ford Motor Car, 
70 Louis Ave. Wilson, Herbert, Bricklayer, 148 Goyeau. Wilson, John, switch¬ 
man, G.T.R. 


'City Directory, Windsor, Ontario, for 1911. Hiram Walker Museum. 
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THE ONLY LIVING CANADIAN COLORED NUN 3 


The only living Canadian colored nun is Sister Mary Francis, family name 
of Fielding, Oblate Sister of Providence, superior of Our Lady of Charity’s 
Academy, Havana, Cuba. 

Sister Francis was born at Pike Creek, Essex County, and moved to 
Windsor at an early age to live with Mrs. Marion St. Louis, where she was 
educated in the Catholic religion. She entered the novitiate of the Oblate 
Sisters of Providence, Baltimore, Md., in 1875, where in due time she made 
her vows and has been for twenty-seven years a useful member of her community. 

Two years ago she was sent to Havana, Cuba, with her sisters to found 
an institution for the education of her people in that country. 

The sisters were obliged to study the Spanish language; while there she 
taught the English language to 120 pupils. 

Sister Theodora, a sister of Sister Francis, died a few years ago at the 
Mother House, Baltimore, Md. Her principal field of labor was at the Epiphany 
Apostolic College, Baltimore, Md.—Catholic Home Magazine. 



Windsor Ferry, 1870. 


THE DUNN BROTHERS 

James and Robert Dunn started a varnish manufacturing business on 
premises on Goyeau Street, Windsor, where the Bell Telephone Building 
now stands. 1 

Robert L. Dunn invented a varnish process which proved very successful, 
and they moved the business to the corner of Parent and Albert and set up 
a factory, in 1881. J 

Between them, the brothers owned a great deal of property, and continued 
to prosper, until James died at the turn of the century. Robert was nominated 
for alderman in Ward 3, in 1903, was successful and served for many years. 
He had been a member of the Village Board of Education in Windsor. 

The Dunn Brothers Varnish Company served many businesses in Windsor, 
and were also known in Detroit where Robert bought a theatre. 

'—The Weekly Record, Windsor, Ontario, February 13, 1903, p. 15 

1 — City Directory 1894, page 84. 

2 — George F. Macdonald Collection, Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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HOMER WATKINS FAMILY 


'Bom in 1893 in the old town of Sandwich, now a part of Windsor. He lived 
near the Sandwich Street Baptist Church, the oldest Baptist Church in the 
city of Windsor. He owned a confectionary and grocery store at Lot and Peter 
Streets. Lot Street has now been renamed Watkins Street in honour of Homer 
Watkins. 

"Howard Watkins spoke of the early period of his life and how they used 
to fish and hunt near his home, and look out of his window and see the wild 
animals. 

There are five children in the family: 

Lloyd Watkins, who married the former Dorothy McCurdy, was a drafts¬ 
man for the Canadian Bridge Co. He attended General Brock Public School. 

Howard Watkins, a Windsor Detective, attended Forster Collegiate and 
W indsor Business College. He joined the Windsor Police force as a constable 
in 1949. He is married to the former Liverda Murray, a practical nurse. They 
have four children, two boys and two girls. Mr. Watkins serves on the Family 
Service Bureau and is President of Home and School Club of Western Public 
School. He is a member of Y.M.C.A. He was on the executive of Windsor 
Police Force and a charter member of Essex County Youth Committee. He had 
a Sunday radio program for three years on C.J.S.P. 

Beulah Watkins, married to Rev. Crockett of Detroit, attended Sandwich 
Collegiate and W. D. Lowe Vocational School. She worked for the city of 
W indsor and has three children. She lives in Detroit and works for the govern¬ 
ment there. A son, Curtis Crockett, has a scholarship at North Carolina A. and T. 
College. Rev. W. Crockett is a minister in Hamtramck. He has been pastor 
at the A.M.E. Zion Church for a number of years. 

Charlotte Watkins Maxey attended Forster Collegiate and Ursuline School 
of Music as well as the Toronto Conservatory of Music. She also studied at 
Juliet School of Music in New \ork. Mrs. W atkins Maxey has won many awards 
in music, and has been guest artist on many television and radio programmes. 
She is at present a medical stenographer for Metropolitan Hospital. She has five 
children. Mr. Maxey is also a singer and has been on many programmes and 
in a number of shows, such as “Showboat.” They live in Windsor. 

Vivian Watkins Griffith finished Forster Collegiate. She is married and 
has two children. The family now lives in Lawrenceville, Virginia, where her 
husband teaches History. Vivian Watkins Griffith is a graduate of Toronto Bible 
School. 


—From an interview with Howard Watkins, Peter Street, April 10, 1967. 
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STREET WELL-NAMED 

’City fathers are often taken to task for their choice of street names, but 
about the recent decision to change the name of Lot St. to Watkins St. there 
was no quarrel. 

Renamed in honor of Homer Watkins, whose address will be 375 Watkins 
St. when the change becomes official, the street has a history inextricably 
bound up with that of Mr. Watkins’ family for more than a century. 

As his son Howard, a Windsor Police Department detective, puts it: 
“From my own porch at 3603 Peter St., I could toss a stone and hit the house 
where I was born, or the house where my father was bom, and if I had a 
good enough arm I could even hit the house where his father was born.” 

All of these homes were built with the Watkins’ own hands, and going 
back still one generation further there is the house built by Mr. Watkins’ 
Sr.’s grandfather, Allen, still standing at 3540 Peter St. 

It was Allen Watkins, an escaped slave from the United States in the 1830s, 
who founded the Windsor branch of the family. After emancipation, when a 
number of his children returned to the U.S., William remained. 

Along with other members of the community, he turned his hand to 
construct a place of worship on the “homestead”, the north-west corner of 
Lot and Peter Sts. The Sandwich Baptist Church was originally a log cabin 
and the men who helped erect it were buried nearby. The gravestones marking 
their place of burial, however, have been missing for many years. 

The existing brick church was completed in 1851, and on August 1 of that 
year, the 18th anniversary of the freeing of the slaves by the British, the 
structure.was dedicated. 

William Watkins also built his own home at 3616 Peter St. and like his 
father before him, his son Homer Watkins, just ending his ’teen years, did 
the same at 375 Lot St. Now 70 years old, Homer Watkins has lived there for 
half a century. 

The last survivor of 11 brothers and sisters, Mr. Watkins has vivid memories 
of the area when he was still a boy. 

“I remember when there was nothing but woods on that side of Peter St. 
Up at the corner a family was digging out the foundation for a new house and 
turned up $1,500 that someone buried there,” he recalled. 

Active in church work all his life, Mr. Watkins is now the senior deacon 
of Sandwich Baptist Church. Every year there is a special service held in his 
honor and a guest speaker is invited. 

His father, William, was a school trustee in the town of Sandwich. 

For 30 years an employee of Ford of Canada and before that of the Windsor 

Salt Company, Mr. Watkins kept his family’s 
spirits high during the tough depression 
years with his songs and dances, occasionally 
bringing home a basket of groceries when 
he was declared winner of a vaudeville 
competition. 

But there has always been at least one 
Watkins living on the street and every 
Christmas or New Year’s Day the family 
would get together at Homer Watkins’ home. 

With two sons, three daughters and an 
even dozen grandchildren there is an excel¬ 
lent chance a Watkins will be represented on 
the street that bears this name for many 
years to come. 


'—Windsor Star, August 1, 1963. 

1 —(Star Staff Photo, July 29, 1963) 
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1 PROUD DAY—Homer Watkins of Windsor is 
told by Mayor Michael Patrick that name of 
Lot St. would be changed to Watkins St. in his 
honor. 



MRS. RAY WATKINS 


'“Mother to Thirteen” is 
the story of Nancy, Mrs. Ray 
Watkins of Windsor, who, in 
the past 15 years has taken 
into her Sandwich Street 
home 13 children for the 
Protestant Children’s Aid So¬ 
ciety . . . children of all ages. 

She and Mr. Watkins had no 
children of their own, but 
they later adopted a girl. 

More than that, Mrs. Wat¬ 
kins, the only real mother 
many of her wards have 
known, proudly boasts of her 
five grandchildren . . . child¬ 
ren of one of her wards, now 
living near Lake Erie. 

The story of devotion and 
mother love goes back 15 
years, shortly after an investi¬ 
gation into conditions at the 

V indsor Shelter that rocked 
the city and horrified its 
people. The Shelter was 
closed, and the Society asked 
Mrs. Watkins if she would 
become a foster mother, and 
act as a clearing house for 
the homeless coloured child¬ 
ren of the city. 

In 1947, at the end of 12 
years, the Society, at its meet¬ 
ing in Leamington, presented - Const. Howard Watkins 

Mr. and Mrs. Watkins with an Mar. 5, 1959, Star staff Photo 
engraved silver tray for their 

1- years of unselfish devotion and dedication to the children of Windsor. 

Mr. Watkins was employed by the Ford Motor Company of Canada, Limited, 
after his return to the city from active service in the First World War. 

Mrs. Watkins was an active clubwoman. She was Vice President of the 

V indsor Council of Home and School Clubs, the first coloured person to hold 
this office; first of her race to be a member of the Ladies’ Choir of the Home 
and School Association; an active member of the Windsor Council of Group 
Relations; president of the Western Home and School Association; member 
of V omen s Auxiliary 264, of Local 200 UAW-CIO, and past recording secretary; 
Past Matron of Victoria Chapter No. 1, Order of Eastern Star; past Grand 
Treasurer and present Grand Lecturer of Prince Hall Grand Chapter, O.E.S. 
of Ontario. 


1 —From an interview with Mrs. Ray Watkins, Peter St., April 10, 1967. 
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PAT WATKINS 

F. S. “Pat” Watkins was born and educated in Windsor, and won school 
pins at Windsor Collegiate for baseball, basketball and soccer. He was formerly 
manager of the Dayus Roofers, in the Windsor League. 

Some time ago, the city fathers of Windsor, deciding that the city’s alleys, 
being breeding places for filth and vermin, were far from the clean and neat 
places they might well be, created the post of Refuse (Alley) Inspector. 
Pat was appointed to the post on November 15, 1950. 

Pat had been staging an educational war, teaching the thousands of Windsor 
people with infinite patience how to prepare their garbage and rubbish for 
collection. He had his wife, Hilda, type and send out 2,000 letters. He also 
sent out violation cards, pointing out where Windsorites were at fault or lacking 
in knowledge of city ordinances. His campaign of public relations, common 
decency and courtesy has paid dividends. As Pat said “When rats and other 
vermin have nothing on which to feed, they disappear.” 



Sandwich at Goyeau St. 1880. 


MISS MAUDIE WATKINS 

One of the first of six women to be a Cub Master, of the Old 5th Pack, Miss 
Watkins was the first coloured woman to enter scouting in World War II. 
The pack’s headquarters were in the All Saints Church, and later in the Raptist 
Church. She attended Patterson, graduated in 1927 as a secretary. She is a 
member of the Canadian Authors Association and now lives at 1067 Windsor 
Avenue. 
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EARLY NEWSPAPER’ 

Most interesting to the 
Windsor viewer is a bound 
copy of an early newspaper 
named “The Voice of the 
Fugitive” and published in 
Sandwich and later in Wind¬ 
sor. 

The first issue of the 
paper, dated January 1, 1851, 
lists Henry Bibb as editor and 
terms the paper “an organ 
through which the refugees 
from Southern slavery may 
be heard both in America and 
Europe.” 

Book lists show that The 
Voice of the Fugitive was published from 1851 until the end of 1853, although 
only scattered copies of the 1853 editions are extant. The Detroit exhibition 
contains a complete file of the semi-monthly editions published through 1851. 
It is the property of the Burton Historical collection at the Detroit Library. 

Scattered through the 1851 papers are stories of former slaves reaching 
freedom in Canada through the Underground Railroad, the organization which 
brought refugees from the Southern States. 

There are also stories of anti-slavery meetings in Detroit and in Sandwich 
and Chatham, with lists of the former slaves who arrived safely in Canada and 
settled here. . 



Walker Museum 


Windsor Star, Centennial Edition, 1954. 


THE SMALL FAMILY’ 

'Mr. Russell Small Sr. was a core maker in Michigan. He commuted from 
Sandwich where he lived at 24 Sandwich St. His wife was Adela Watkins. 

Mr. Russell Small Jr. was born in Windsor and attended Windsor Collegiate, 
where he was an outstanding athlete in football, basketball and baseball. He 
went on to attend the University of Toronto. He married Miss Leona Jackson. 
He is now a supervisor at the Riley Stoker Corporation in Detroit where he has 
worked for 42 years. Between 1928 and 1942 he was the band leader of the 
Blue Rhythm Boys. Russell Small has two daughters who were born in Windsor 
where they spent the earlier part of their lives, 

Betty Lou, formerly an X-ray Technician at Parkside Hospital in Detroit, is 
a graduate of Herman Keifer Hospital and passed her examinations with the 
American Society of Registered Technicians. 

Lois Barbara was a Dental Assistant. Lois graduated from Eastern High 
School, spent three years in Dental Laboratory and one year at the University of 
Detroit. She was employed by Dr. W. L. Postel of Detroit. 

'Interview with Mr. and Mrs. Russell Small, Jr., April 15, 1967. 
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THE FIRST HIGH SCHOOL IN WINDSOR 


The first High School in Windsor was turned into a 2-room graded school 
after Windsor Collegiate was built in 1888. Several well-known Windsor men 
also attended this school, as shown in the picture on this page. They were: Jim 
Pennington, now an architect in Windsor; Dr. Brooke, a dentist; Fred Willy who 
worked for the old Teahan Furniture Company for many years; and Mr. Walter 
Brooke and Mr. Harry Brooke, in the picture framing business together for 60 
years. The former still carries on the business on Erie and Windsor Ave. Their 
father was at one time an alderman in Windsor. 


Among the coloured children who attended Goyeau St. School 74 years ago were: Don Davis, 
Fred Thomas, Alfred Kendal, Norman Price and Kdne Hall. Louise Hyatt, Al Blockman and 
the Therman girls. 


'Interview with Mr. Walter Brooke—May 12, 1967. 
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THE LAWSON FAMILY’ 


William Lawson, store, 71 McDougall Street. 

Minnie Lawson Ball, the eldest daughter, married Charlie Ball who was 
a bookkeeper and watch repairman. They had one daughter and two sons. 
Their daughter married Bernie Smith who owns a real estate business in Detroit 
where she was secretary of St. Matthew’s Church. Their son, Archie Ball 
graduated from Patterson Collegiate and is now working for the Windsor Board 
of Education as Superintendent of Supplies to all the public schools in 
Windsor. He has worked for the Board of Education for 37 years. Archie’s son 
Owen is now attending the University of Windsor. 

Everett Ball attended Patterson Collegiate. He is married to Rev. Talbot’s 
daughter Dorothy Talbot and they have one daughter. He works for the Ford 
Motor Company. 

Tom Lawson was a house decorator, whose fine reputation in this field 
brought him many important contracts. 

Jenny Lawson, was milliner and dress designer, married Dr. C. C. Strickland, 
who was a prominent physician in Detroit. 

Sarah Lawson Roberts operated a very successful beauty shop on Wyan¬ 
dotte Street. She had two sons: Raymond, who attended Patterson Collegiate 
and obtained his B.A. and M.A. at Wayne State University. James, who also 
attended Patterson, received his B.A. at Assumption College, finished Law at 
Wayne and is now Assistant Prosecutor for Oakland County, Michigan. 

Dr. William Hiram Lawson, now deceased, wa^ an optometrist in Detroit. 
His daughter Phyllis attended Patterson Collegiate and then finished college in 
Detroit where she now teaches. 

Charles Reaume Lawson was an electrician who worked at this trade for a 
number of years in Windsor until he opened up an office in Detroit. He has 
one daughter, who works for the Social Service; three sons, Lloyd, Gordon and 
Donald, all optometrists. 

Henry H. Lawson was a stationary engineer at the Windsor Post Office. His 
son, Harold, finished Patterson Collegiate and is now an accountant in Cooks- 
ville, Ontario. 

Mrs. Ivy Lawson Edwards was the second wife of Rev. I. H. Edwards, who 
was Pastor of the B.M.E. Church for 30 years. He also held the full time posi¬ 
tion of Superintendent of Supplies for the Board of Education in Windsor. 
They had one son Henry, who finished at Patterson, obtained his B.A. at 
Assumption College and his M.A. at Wayne State University where he taught. He 
now teaches in New York City. 
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'Eugene Steele, Debra's father and a 
Windsor fireman, achieves fascinating things 
with pheasant feathers. Here, he applies the 
finishing touches to one of his novel 
creations. 


1 —(Star Staff Photo, May 2, 1964) 


MR. EUGENE STEELE (Fireman) 


The following is taken from the star May 2, 1964. 

Fine Feathers of Fine Birds Make Fine Hats 

Eugene Steele has started a new hobby and his wife is 
“tickled” with it: 

He makes hats and ties from pheasant feathers. Mrs. 
Steele has one of the largest assortments of hats in the 
neighborhood, and Mr. Steele the “sharpest” ties. 

He explained that the whole thing started in Novem¬ 
ber, 1963, when his cousin asked him for some pheasant 
feathers from one of the birds he had shot, so that she 
could try to make a hat. 

“I had been shooting the birds since I was 10 years 
old, but before this I had no use for the feathers,” he said. 

“When my wife, Freida, heard that I was getting the 
feathers so that someone else could make a hat, she sug¬ 
gested—or rather demanded—that I could make her one.” 

Mr. Steele said a great deal of equipment and money 
are not required, but a lot of time and patience is. 

Mr. Steele went about making his wife’s first hat in 
the following way: 

He took the feathers from the bird—of which there 
are about 15 different shades—and trimmed them, remov¬ 
ing the fuzz. 

After trimming the feathers and assorting them, he 
went to a millinery shop and bought the frame, covered it 
with wadding, so he would have something to which he 
could glue the feathers. 

He then designed the pattern he wanted and traced 
it on the base of the hat. One by one, he picked the 
feathers up with a pair of tweezers and added glue to the 
stem only. His pattern came from the way he arranged the 
different types of feathers. He put in about 24 hours mak¬ 
ing the hat. 

He has made nine so far, and has had them on display 
in a showcase at the Prince Edward Hotel. 

Along with the hats he has made himself three ties. All 
are expensive looking with a design all their own. 

Mr. Steele puts all his time to good use. He completed 
most of the work in his recreation room himself, and also 
constructed the stools for his small bar. 

He also takes pictures and his five girls, ages 4 to 12, 
model his hats for him. 
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THE PARKER FAMILY 

Emanuel C. Parker, con¬ 
fectionary store, 840 Mer¬ 
cer Street. 

Josephine Parker Fields 
who married Peter Fields, 
is the eldest daughter of 
Emanuel C. Parker and one 
of the oldest members of 
the First Raptist Church. 
Her sister, Gladys, is the 
wife of Lance D. Van Dyke, 
who was Assistant Market 
Detective Alton Parker made detective July 1951. Clerk for the City of Wind¬ 

sor for 13 years. Gladys 
Van Dyke is the historian of the First Baptist Church. At one time, she was 
President of the missionary society of the church, secretary of the Sunday 
School and head of the Home and School Parent Teacher Association of the 
Mercer Street School. Their son, Lance Jr., is a master mechanic. Their daugh¬ 
ter Helen Van Dyke Johnson works in the Pension Division of the Income Tax 
Office. 

Madeline Parker Wortham, another daughter, is married to Hermett 
Wortham, a postal clerk in Detroit. Madeline used to work for the Y.W.C.A. 
and was secretary of Bethel Church. Tlfty have two children. A son who is 
a dentist in Detroit; and a daughter, who holds a Bachelor of Science and 
Master of Arts degree, is a school teacher in Orange, New Jersey. 

Detective Alton Parker, the eldest son of Mr. an<} Mrs. Emanuel C. Parker, 
has been a member of Windsor Police Force for 24 years, and for the last 13 
years has held the rank of Detective. He attended Windsor Collegiate Insti¬ 
tute and Lowe Vocational School. In addition to his enviable record as a 
policeman, Detective Parker’s contribution to the community includes partici¬ 
pation and leadership in numerous civic and church activities. He is a member 
of the First Baptist Church where he is a member of the Deacon Board and 
Chairman of the Trustee Board. He is President of the Central Citizen’s 
Association, an executive member of the Boy Scouts, a Director of the Windsor 
Police Association and President of the Windsor Male Chorus. 

His wife, the former Evelyn Perkins, finished High School at Patterson 
Collegiate after which she attended Wayne State and Michigan State Univer¬ 
sity in the Normal Course. In keeping with the family tradition, Mrs. Parker 
is also active in many organizations of a social service nature. She is chirman 
and director of the Volunteer nurses of the Red Cross, Vice-President of the 
Interdenominational Church of Greater Windsor, and Treasurer of the Mis¬ 
sionary Circle of the First Baptist Church. She is also a member of the Women’s 
Auxilliary of Hotel Dieu Hospital and a Charter Member of the Hour a Day 
Study Club. Detective and Mrs. Parker live at 933 Howard Avenue. 
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Mrs. Frieda Steele 


FRIEDA PARKER 
GRADUATES AS 
STUDENT BODY 
PRESIDENT 0 

Windsor Nurse Also 
President Of Her 
Graduating Class 

The daughter of Detective and 
Mrs. Alton Parker, Mrs. Frieda 
Steele, is a graduate in nursing 
from Hotel Dieu Hospital. During 
her secondary school days at Pat¬ 
terson Collegiate she won the 
girls’ public speaking contest and 
awards for scholastics and ath¬ 
letics. She graduated as president 
of her class and of the entire 
student body, a double honour 
never before accorded a girl of her 
colour. Her husband is Eugene 
Steele a fireman with the Windsor 
Fire Department. 


'Emancipation Day awards 
were presented to a Windsor 
detective for his contribution to 
Coloured Welfare. Presentation 
to Detective Alton Parker was 
made by Rev. W. J. Harrison. 
From left to right are Detective 
Parker and Mr. Harrison. 




1 —(Star Staff Photo, Aug. 2, 1 955 ) 





REV. HENRY LORENZO TALBOT 


Born at Dresden, Ontario, son of Sarah Davis Talbot and Simon A. Talbot, 
and grandson of Rev. S. H. Davis. 

His early education was received at the Union Public School, Baseline 
near Dresden. He was converted, baptized, and became a member of Queen 
St. Baptist Church, during the pastorate of Rev. J. H. Penick in the year 1903. 
His early service in that Church consisted of being organist for ten years, 
clerk for 12 years, and superintendent of the Sunday School. 

In 1818, having moved to Windsor, he joined the First Baptist Church, 
there, which he served as deacon. 

In the Amherstburg Association he served as clerk from 1906 until 1921, 
and as a moderator, the first term, in 1923 and 1924. 

In 1920 he became a licentiate, supplying the pulpit of the mother church, 
Amherstburg, and his home church, Dresden. 

Being a married man, with a family to support, he was unable to attend 
a theological seminary but, having a desire to better fit himself for the Master’s 
work, he took advantage of the opportunity afforded by correspondence schools 
and thus increased his education by home study. 

During the Association session of 1920 he was ordained to the gospel 
ministry. For the past 20 years he has pastored in tthe churches of this 
Association, at Windsor until 1925, North Buxton from 1925 until 1934, during 
which time he drove from Windsor Sunday after Sunday and, in addition to his 
morning service at Buxton, gave occasional servie to Shrewsbury and Chatham 
churches. He served a second term at Windsor from 1934 to 1937. 

At the present time he is moderator of the Association, as well as pastor 
of Dresden and North Buxton Churches, travelling through rain, snow, and 
sleet, to meet the faithful few, on the Sabbath, and break unto them the 
* Bread of Life. 


1 Pathfinders of Liberty and Truth (Amherstburg Association, 1940), p. 60. 
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FAMILIES TODAY 

Reverend & Mrs. Henry L. Talbot 

Adele and Rev. Henry L. Talbot had 7 children: 4 daughters and 3 sons. 
Gladys Valerie Talbot Stanton lives at 659 Rankin Avenue in Windsor. 
She attended Walkerville Collegiate and W.W.T., acquired her Senior Matricu- 
ation and Special Commercial Course Certificates and was employed by C. H. 
Smith from 1931 to 1941, when she married. She began working at Detroit’s 
Harper Hospital where she was a receptionist-typist in the Health Clinic for 
eleven years. She is now Secretary to the Administrator of Grace Hospital in 
Windsor. Mrs. Stanton has been a member of the Symphonettes and is also 
a member of the First Baptist Church. Her son, Kenneth Richard, graduated 
from Patterson Collegiate with honors in 1959, attended Assumption Univer¬ 
sity and graduated first in his class from Windsor Teachers College. He has 
taught at Prince of Wales School and is now at Benson School. 

Mrs. Luella Talbot White 

This daughter has been a bookkeeper for 16 years with the Hi-Neighbour 
Floor Covering Co. on Wyandotte Street East. She attended Patterson Col¬ 
legiate and W. D. Lowe Vocation School. She is president of the Missionary 
Society of the First Baptist Church and Hour Day Study Club. 

She has six children. Henry works for the Department of Manpower for 
young people on University Avenue. Donald is a carpenter and cabinet 
maker; Gary works for an advertising company in Detroit. Florence is secretary 
for an accounting and real estate company. Rose Ann is a school teacher in a 
public school. She attended Patterson Collegiate and Windsor Teachers 
College. She is married to Mr. Richardson who studies drafting at W. D. Lowe. 
Vocational School. 

Emerson Andrew Talbot 

Born in Windsor in 1940, is the son of Rev. Andrew Talbot. He is 
pastor of Queen Street Baptist Church, Dresden, Ontario, and he married 
Kathleen Wells (Talbot). Picture and record of grandfather. Rev. Henry 



Any individual or group may borrow the records from the files of fPillistead Library, 
Mr. Lyle Talbot, left, was president of the W.C.O.G.R., shown turning the records over to 
Mr. Leo Parent ; chairman of the library board, right, while Mr. Les Dickerson, a mem¬ 
ber of the W.C.O.G.R. who thought up the idea, looks on. The records teach conversational 
English in much less time than would be required by conventional methods. 


Footnote: Star Photos. 
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Talbot, founder of several Baptist Churches in Dresden, Amherstburg, Shrews¬ 
bury and Chatham, is in Toronto Archives. 

Andrew, son of Rev. Emerson Andrew Talbot, graduated from Prince 
Edward Public School in 1954 and Patterson Collegiate in 1960. He was a 
member of the Cadet Corps, camera club and master of ceremonies and vocalist 
at several special assemblies. 

After graduating in 1961 from London Teacher’s College, he taught at 
Gilmore Public School for three years and for one year at John Ross 
Public School. At present he is teaching French and Social Studies at Corona¬ 
tion Public School, as well as coaching soccer, track and field. 

Thelma Jean Talbot 

She was born Thelma Chandler at Dresden, Ontario in 1941. She 
attended S.S. No. 18, Chatham Township and Lambton-Kent District High 
School in Dresden. In 1957 she moved to Windsor and worked part time at 
Birk’s Jewellers for two years, after which time, she became a full time employee. 
At present she is head stock clerk of the China Department. She was married in 
August 1961. 


Emerson Talbot, wife and daughter. 

MRS. FLOSSIE BIRD STEWART 2 

She is the wife of the late Rev. F. O. Stewart, was born in Windsor in 
1888 and lived all of her life in this community. She is known far and near 
for her fine knitting and needle work. 

Mrs. Stewart is a great church worker, and has been a great help to 
Rev. Stewart. She still teaches Sunday School at the B.M.E. Church, one of 
the oldest churches in Windsor. Mrs. Stewart has been a leading example of 
Christian living in the city of Windsor. She is a member of the Missionary 
Society of the B.M.E. Church and a member of The Windsor Art and Literary 
Club. 


interview with Mrs. F. O. Stewart, April 5, 1967, at her home. 



Star photo. 
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CITY’S STREET NAMES 
A VARIED MIXTURE’ 

Two peregrinating, retired 
Windsor engineers, Archie Mac- 
Quarrie and Bill Doran, have 
been covering the town of late 
noting street name changes, mis¬ 
spellings, etc. What they’re dig¬ 
ging up rates a place in the 
records, as a piece of authentic 
civic research. 

We believe what follows here 
will supplement rather than 
duplicate any details that will be 
unfolded in their next install¬ 
ment. Windsor street names are 
a fascinating subject. In decades past, usually with the considerable aid of the 
late George F Macdonald, we delved into the subject ourself. 

Did you know, for instance, that although Greater Windsor once had three 
thoroughfares called Victoria it does not have one today that was named after 
the Queen? 

Victoria avenue? Wrong. It was named after Victoria Dougall, daughter 
of James Dougall, the Scot who came to Canada in 1828, to this part of the 
country in 1830, and in fact was the big force in giving Windsor its present 
name. Victoria Dougall was born here after the Queen’s accession, and obviously 
was called after her, but that doesn’t give Her Majesty better than a secondary 
claim to the street name. 

Mercer After Sheriff 

To continue, Mercer street was named after Sheriff Mercer of Chatham, 
a former Windsorite and in his day a Southwestern Ontario V.I.P.... 

Hall avenue after William Gaspe Hall, one of Windsor’s early collectors 
of customs . . . 

McKay avenue after an old sea-farin’ man who swallowed the anchor, 
built a home and had a go at farming on land through which the street now 
extends ... 

Marion avenue after Mrs. Marion St. Louis, mother of Frank St. Louis, 
at one time a Windsor bailiff ... 

Louis avenue after Louis Bensette, also an early settler ... 

McDougall Outlasted So. Detroit 

McDougall street after a Detroiter of that name. Originally he named 
the general area South Detroit, and in the 1860’s it attracted a considerable 
number of escaped slaves. But the name South Detroit faded out as McDougall 
street took over ... 

Howard avenue after an old colored market gardener named Howard . . . 

Oak and Elm were named by John Curry, who wanted it that way; and 
Curry avenue after the man himself ... 

Caron avenue after a former police magistrate. 

So it went. But among the misspelled names include Broadhead. It 
should be Brodhead, after an American Civil War brigadier-general, an uncle 
of Mrs. Macdonnell. He was mortally wounded near Manassas in 1862, while 
commanding the Michigan Cavalry Brigade. We have that in writing from 
his grand nephew, the late General Archibald Cameron Macdonnell. 



This early model delivery truck was in use from 
approximately 1840 to 1880. Loads were piled six 
feet high and tied on with rope. This picture was 
taken in “downtown” Windsor in the early 80’s. 


'—Windsor Star, January 14, 1963. 


49 





'One more, just for the record, was taken of Arthur McDowell, one of the original seven 
uniformed postmen hired to handle the city’s door-to-door deliveries in 1907. Mr. McDowell 
hands a “letter” to Miss Louise Quamby of 295 Aylmer Ave. Miss Quamby was going to school 
when Mr. McDowell started his first walk”. 


1 —(Star Photo, December 7, 1957) 
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THE DUNGY FAMILY 


Mr. Arlington Dungy of 1353 Benjamin Avenue in Windsor. A 
postal clerk for 43 years, Arlington Dungy is now retired from 
his government job, and like his father, he has opened a barber 
shop on Howard Avenue near Erie Street. Mrs. Arlington Dungy 
received her early schooling in Dresden, attended London Nor¬ 
mal School and taught school in Harrow for 11 years. They 
have two children: Arlington Jr. and Carol. 

Their son, Arlington, Jr., finished Kennedy Collegiate in 
Windsor and went on to attend the University of Toronto Dental 
School. After graduation, his first practice was in Cochrane, 
Ontario where he remained until 1966. He is now specializng in 
dentistry at the University of London, England. He is married 
and has two children. 

Their daughter, Carol Dungy Findlay also graduated from 
Kennedy Collegiate. In 1957 she received her ARCT at the 
Toronto Conservatory of Music, and graduated in Solo Per¬ 
formance in 1958. She too went on to the University of Toronto 
from which she was graduated with B.A. in 1962 and a B.L.S. in 
1965. She taught for one year at Cornwall College, Jamaica, and 
now works at the University Library in Toronto. Her husband, 
John A. Findlay, teaches high school in Toronto. 

The above details were given to the author in an interview 
with Mrs. Arlington Dungy, Sr., at her home. 



The hook and ladder equipment pictured here tvas probably brought to Windsor about 1880. 


George Macdonald Co llection, Walker Museum, Windsor. 
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LOUIS MILBURN 

Born in Coleman, Mich. Louis 
Milburn was a gentleman in 
every sense of the word. He 
came to Chatham at an early 
age and his father was a build¬ 
er. He finished his apprentice¬ 
ship as a brick layer and is now 
a master tradesman. 

Many people in Windsor owe 
the fact that they have good 
homes to Mr. Milburn. He 
repaired them so that many of 
them can still stand. He did the 
masonry work around the First 
Baptist Church steps. He made the stone pillars in the B.M.E. Church when 
it was on MacDougall Street. Mr. Milburn did most of the work on his own 
home on Goyeau Street as well as many other structures in Windsor. He did 
the drawings for the Church of God in Christ, Bishop Morton’s church on 
MacDougall St. 

Mr. Louis Milburn will be long remembered by the citizens of Windsor 
for his kindness in helping them. He started working for the Board of Educa¬ 
tion in 1938 and retired in July of 1964 after 26 years of service. He was 
Building and Maintenance foreman at the time and had been for several years. 
He still lives in the house he practically built on Goyeau and Ellis Streets. 
He lives with his wife, the former Miss Geneva Cross. They have four children, 
two boys and two girls. 



Complimentary Dinner for retiring teachers. 
Given by the Board of Education, Windsor, 
1965 



Mr. Louis Milburn in 


the yard of his home after he just finished remodelling it. 
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DR. LOUIS MILBURN B.Sc., M.D. 

The eldest son, is Dr. Louis Milbum. He got his M.D. from Western 
Medical School in London, Ontario. He studied at Lafayette Hospital in 
Detroit, Mich., taking his internship as a psychiatrist. He was a Commander 
with the United States Air Force in Spain in the hospital there. He is married 
and he has two boys, David and Brent Allen. His wife is Ada Thomson. 

A daughter, Glynne Barnes, is the wife of Emmett T. Barnes and now 
lives in Detroit. She graduated from Patterson Collegiate. She starred in 
track and also attended business school in Windsor. She worked for Somer¬ 
ville on Walker Rd. until she got married. She is now a part time office 
worker at Wayne State University. Emmett Barnes is employed by the United 
States Federal Government at the Detroit Motor Pool at Jefferson and Mt. 
Eliot. 

The other daughter is Dorothy Marie Curtis. She works for the First 
Precinct Police Station as the front desk secretary. Her husband is a foreman 
at the Chrysler Motor Company, Detroit. 

The Louis Milburn’s son Donald is with the Board of Education, City of 
Windsor, Maintenance Deparmtent, and is doing the same type of work as his 
father. He is married with several children. 



Interviewed Mrs. Louis Miiburn, April 17, 1967. 
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MRS. EUNICE HYATT KERSEY 1 

Eunice Hyatt was the daughter of Mr. James Hyatt who owned one of 
the largest florist stores in the city of Windsor. She became the second 
coloured school teacher in the City, and taught at Mercer St. School after 
graduating from Windsor Collegiate Institute and London Teachers College. 
She was Historian for the First Baptist Church at the corner of Tuscarora 
and Mercer, Member of their Missionary Society, superintendent of the 
Sunday School and a member of the Windsor Art and Literary Club. 

She married George Kersey, who worked as a moulder in Detroit, and they 
had a family of two sons and two daughters. The eldest daughter, Effie Ann, 
married to Dr. Kenneth Rock, works in the gift shop at Hotel Dieu as a volun¬ 
teer for the Womens Auxiliary of the Hospital. She is also a member of the 
Board of the Y.W.C.A. A son, James Kersey, is married and has several 
children. Another daughter, Wanda is married to Mr. Calvin Proctor and has 
children. Lyle lives in Toronto. 



Sandwich Slreet and Ouellette looking west on Sandwich Street is taken from a picture 
post card ivhich was printed just the turn of the century. 

1 —George F. Macdonald Collection, Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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WILLIAM HENRY KELLY, SR . 2 

Born in Windsor, he lived on Glengarry Avenue and was a cabinet maker. 
He was married to Elizabeth Ann Christian, who was a school teacher in 
Township, and had six children. He worked for Parke Davis until his retire¬ 
ment after 30 years. Dr. William Kelly, his son, was the first coloured dentist 
in Windsor and was a graduate from the Faculty of Dentistry, University of 
Toronto. Dr. Kelly has three daughters. One graduated from the Faculty of 
Medicine, June, 1967, University of Ottawa, Ottawa, Ontario; one is teaching 
public school, and the other is teaching in a separate school. 

Yvonne Kelly, a daughter is a mechanical dentist; Carter Kelly, a radio 
technician; Russell Kelly, a chief technician. 

Ada Whitney, born in Windsor, was the first coloured public school teacher 
in Windsor. She got her training in London at Teachers’ College. She now lives 
in New York and has four children. 

Helen Kelly (Thompson), a housewife, is married to Lloyd Thompson, a 
plaster contractor. They have 3 children; one son, Lloyd William born in 
Windsor, attended Mercer Street School and now is an orderly in a Montreal 
Hospital. Ada Yvonne Murilin graduated from St. William in Montreal and 
is married to Dr. Lewis H. Milburn, a psychiatrist. 

Marie Elizabeth McCurdy attended Patterson and took a business course. 
She now works at Adelman’s as a bookkeeper. Married to George McCurdy, 
who works for the Union of Carpenter Industrial Relations, they have 7 
children. 



MR. TERRANCE FREEMAN 

Attended Mercer Street School, Patterson Collegiate from 1933-1937, also 
W.D. Lowe Technical School from 1937-1940. He was employed by the Govern¬ 
ment as a Junior Clerk at the Main Post Office. In April 1941 he volunteered for 
the Army, and served until January 1942. 

Mr. Freeman transferred to the R.C.A.F. in July 1942 from Canadian Postal 
Corps, active force. On April 19, 1945 he retired from the R.C.A.F. and he went 
back to the Post Office onVE Day May 8, 1945. 

He has been in the Government for 26 years and is now a postal clerk at 
the Sandwich Post Office. 


Interviewed Mr. Torrance Freeman, March 1967. 

3 —George F. Macdonald Collection, Walker Museum. 

1 —Interview with Mrs. George McCurdy , March 19 , 1967. 
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MR. AND MRS. 

JOSEPH S. BROWNING 


J. S. Browning worked for the City 
Board of Works, but had to retire 
early because of ill health. In ad¬ 
dition to working for the city he 
also owned a barber shop on Wyan¬ 
dotte Street East. His wife was the 
former Gladys Richardson. They had 
three daughters and two sons. 


Ernest, the eldest son, was forced 
to leave school when his father be¬ 
came ill. To help support his mother 
and the younger ones of the family, 
he took the job his father had with 
the city and which he has held for 
30 years. He also took courses at W. 
D. Lowe Vocational School, and as a result of these studies he invented and 
patented a grinder for sharpening knives. He is a veteran of the Canadian 
Army, where he spent four years with the Artillery Division. He is married 
and has one daughter and two sons. 


' MEMOIRS—After two years in Nigeria teaching pro¬ 
spective teachers history, English, mathematics and geo¬ 
graphy, Miss Sharon Browning returned to Windsor. She 
is pictured with the skin of a rock python snake which 
she bought while in Africa. 


Ernest Browning, Jr. has been a constable with the Ontario Provincial 
Police for three years. He graduated from Patterson Collegiate in 1960. 
Lowell Browning, the other son, attended the Western Ontario Institute of 
Technology. 


’Sharon Browning, the daughter, holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
the University of Windsor. Following graduation she taught school for two 
years in Nigeria, Africa, and upon returning to Windsor worked at Carnegie 
L'lrarv. She is now taking her Masters Degree in Library Science at the 
Unive' sity of Toronto. 


Lyle Browning is the second son of Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Browning. He 
is a graduate of Patterson Collegiate Institute and received the Dr. 0. P. 
Chatters Scholarship for Assumption College which he attended for one year. 

In 1942, Lyle Browning joined the Planning Production Section of S.K. 
D. Manufacturing Company where he worked until 1949, when he left S.K. 
D. to assume the vice presidency of Coronet Television Corporation, a 
company that manufactures television sets. In 1953, he left Cornet to become 
president of the Manufacturing Car Steel Corporation. In 1959, he again 
moved to a new company, this time to become president of the Monitor 
Industrial Company, where he has been the owner since 1963, and where he 
now has a staff of 25 employees. Active in both athletics and politics, Mr. 
Browning is president of the Armstead Athletic Club, and has a life member- 


1 —(Star Staff Photo, August 26, 1965) 
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ship in the Young Liberal Party in the Western Liberal Association. He and 
Mrs. Browning, the former Geraldine Marshall, have two sons, Joseph and 
Bruce. 

Velma, a daughter of the Joseph Brownings, attended Patterson Collegiate 
and Calhoun Business School and then went on to help manage Zinks Shoe 
Store in downtown Detroit. She is the wife of the late Thomas Vincent who 
was killed in action in World War II. In addition to her own busy social life, 
Mrs. Vincent has been president of the Armstead Athletic Club, where she 
worked to raise university scholarships. She is the first Canadian woman 
to become president of the International Pivot Club, a social club active in 
community service. She is a member of the Grace Hospital Women’s Auxil¬ 
iary, and in 1967 was appointed associate member of the Business and Pro¬ 
fessional Women’s Club of Windsor. 

Lorraine Browning, her sister, attended Patterson Collegiate and Business 
College. She has worked for the Unemployment Insurance Office in Windsor, 
and was a dental assistant to Dr. Roy Perry for 10 years. Lorraine is married 
to Charles Goldsby who graduated from Wayne State University in 1952 as 
an engineer and is now with the Ford Motor Company Research Division. 
The Goldsbys live in Detroit. 

Dolores, the third daughter of Joseph Browning is also a product of 
Patterson Collegiate and Windsor Business College, which prepared her for 
the job of bookkeeper at Bartlet’s Department Store in Windsor. She is 
married to Roland Henderson, a graduate of Patterson Collegiate and 
Assumption College in Windsor, and Osgoode Hall in Toronto where he now 
practises law. 



Plan of Windsor and Sandwich 1850. 


Neil F. Morrison Thesis, Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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Erection of Steel at Riverside Composite High School. 


Photo from Mr. Clifford Walls. 













THE WALLS FAMILY 

Mr. Frank E. Walls and his wife, the former Olive Marie Grayer, in¬ 
stilled the pioneer spirit of the builders of Canada into their children. They 
were farmers and made many of the tools thev used on the farm. They were 
successful farmers owning many acres in the farm areas around Harrow and 
Puce. The father still lives in Essex County (R.R. 3). 

The family when they moved to Windsor carried on this same spirit as 
exemplified in Clifford E. Walls and his wife Freda May. They have two 
children, Bryan E. and Bradly S. Walls. Clifford E. Walls was Superinten¬ 
dent for Eastern Construction Co. Ltd., one of the largest building companies 
in Ontario, yes even Canada, supervising the $20,000,000 General Motors 
project, the City Hall, Assumption University and erection of steel at Riverside 
Composite High School. Clifford Walls is now with Scarf one Construction 
as Superintendent. 

When Cliff Walls was in school he was superintendent at the Assumption 
Student Residence and held the company record for taking courses. He has 
completed two I.C.S. courses and has started his third. He owns a diploma 
in structural drafting and a certificate in structural engineering and is study¬ 
ing supervision for plumbing and heating. In his spare time Cliff took lessons 
and learned to run an instrument so he can lay out his own jobs. 

Cliff has also worked in Hamilton, Chrysler Plant 3, Woolco Department 
Store in South Windsor, the North East Extension of Windsor and many other 
jobs. 

His son Bryan is an outstanding student at the University of Windsor, and 
has his mind set on a Dental degree. • 

Earl S. Walls 

Frank’s other son, Earl, follows the Real Estate business in Toronto, 
Ontario, now but is best known as the Heavyweight Champion of Canada, 
who gave a good account of himself throughout the world until he went 
into real estate. He is married to the former June Palmer and they have two 
sons. 

Irwine O. Walls 

This son also worked for Eastern Construction, for seven years. He has 
joined his brother Clifford at Scafone Construction and is a Superintendent. 
Irwine and his wife Eleanora have four children. 

Alger F. Walls 

Married to the former Norma Stewart, Alger F. Walls lives on Wellington 
Avenue in Windsor. They have two children. 

Lylia Marie Walls (Joyner) 

This daughter is a Registered Nurse living in Seattle, Washington. Her 
husband is Dr. Robert Joyner and they have three children. He is an out¬ 
standing physician in Seattle. 

Sandra Walls 

A second daughter is a graduate of Harry E. Guppy High School of Com¬ 
merce. 

Freda A. Walls (Winston) 

A secretary for Nathan Johnson Architects, is married and has one daughter. 
Winston Walls 

The last son, Winston lives in Elmstead and is married. He is serving 
his apprenticeship as Carpenter with Eastern Construction. His brother 
Allen is taking the same course. 


1 —From Mr. Clifford Walls. 
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LOUIS E. POWELL 

Louis E. Powell was probably the best known redcap in Canada and 
was known to thousands of Canadian and American travellers as “Louie the 
Redcap”. 

He was news agent, porter and general handyman at the Canadian National 
Railway station for 30 years. 

During his service with the CNR “Louie” met dozens of important 
visitors. He carried the baggage of Prime Ministers, Members of Parlia¬ 
ment, outstanding business heads and thousands of servicemen. He waited 
on King George VI and Queen Elizabeth and watched the coming and going 
of eight city mayors. He was born in Colchester South Township and moved 
to Windsor in 1917. 

Although retired he still went to the station every day and died as he 
would have wanted to, meeting the 2:20 p.m. train into Windsor. He died 
on November 30,1957 at the age of 74. 

















The first section of the 
Detroit to Windsor tunnel 
was floated down from 
Ojibway where it was 
constructed. 


MR. AND MRS. FRED KIRBY' 


Fred Kirby is a foreman of the Public Works Department of the City 
of Windsor. His wife, Yvonne, attended Patterson Collegiate and Windsor 
Business College and works in a secretarial capacity. A son, Darrell, also a 
graduate of Patterson Collegiate, studies Mechanical Engineering. The daugh¬ 
ter also attended Patterson. 


MR. CHARLES WELLS’ 

A graduate of Patterson Collegiate in 1940, Charles Wells attended 
Assumption College, and graduated from Wayne in 1943. He was in the 
United States Army where he attained the rank of First Lieutenant. He got 
his discharge from the Army in 1945 and went to work as a Social Worker 
for Receiving Hospital in Detroit. He now works at the Osier Research In¬ 
stitute, 8100 East Jefferson in Detroit, as a social worker and Assistant to the 
Medical Officer. He also obtained a M.S.N. degree from Wayne University. 

WILLIAM FREEMAN’ 

William, the son of Mr. Terrance Freeman, was born in Windsor. He 
graduated from Prince Edward Police Academy in 1964 and has been an 
Ontario Provincial Police Constable since the age of 23. William’s wife is 
Sharon Shadd, from Buxton. A member of the old Shadd family, in Canada 
over a hundred years, Sharon graduated from Chatham General Hospital 
School of Nursing and works as a radiologist and X-Ray technician for a 
group of doctors in Windsor. 


'Personal communication 

2 —1954 Centennial Programme Photo Wild Studio. 
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FELLOWSHIP TO RON McLAUGHLIN 
PAUL HARRIS ROTARY 

'One of Windsor’s own has come home for 
the summer, trailing clouds of glory, and 
walking in modesty and self-effacement. What 
he has achieved makes you think that a star 
has suddenly made an exception to a rule in 
the universe, and has done a hop-skip-and- 
jump in its course. 

TWENTY-TWO YEARS OLD 

Ron McLaughlin started life 22 years ago 
in a casual way. He bothered no one who didn’t 
bother him. And then about the age of twelve 
he suddenly became a little man in a hurry. His 
years in high school were the most illustrious 
that any parent could desire, in every way. From 
his third year on, in Patterson Collegiate he was a scholarship student, earning 
first class honours. His participation in sports was something that still elicits 
from those of his day in that institution the kind of open-mouthed admiration 
that poets have for flowers. To top off his thorough-going leadership he was the 
Officer Commanding the Cadet Corps of the School. 

COUNCELLOR AT CHURCH CAMP 

Boys around All Saints’ will remember Ron as that counsellor at the 
Church Camp at Bayfield who was always “at the ready” for work, worship, 
wit, water, wandering, or anything that came his way. His fellow counsellors 
particularly recall that he could always be found at hand in the event of un¬ 
rehearsed high-jinx, and to this line of honourable endeavor no one contributed 
a brighter imagination. 

He graduated from Patterson Collegiate in the spring of 1947 and joined 
the Servers’ Guild at All Saints’. That fall he moved off to Queen’s University 
in Kingston on a scholarship. Four years there has now brought him acclaim 
for his studies from the faculty, from the Toronto papers for his skill in basket¬ 
ball, and from the student body for his single-handed work in composing the 
music for the annual Queen’s Review two years ago. 

TO STUDY ABROAD 

From the time that he began to take school teachers somewhat seriously 
back in high school, Ron had always a notion that he would like to study in 
some foreign country. He graduated from Queen’s with the degree of Bachelor 
of Applied Science, with first class honours. And the opportunity has come his 
way. Fortune will seek out those who can stand it. 

At Queen’s University besides maintaining a high scholastic standing, 
he also took an active part in University life as a member of the basketball team 
for three years and in student musical affairs. For two years he wrote the songs, 
participated in and helped direct the annual Student Musical Revue, which 
proved to be an outstanding success each year. On graduation he was 
honoured by being selected as one of six Canadians granted Rotary Inter¬ 
national Scholarships for study abroad. Next year he will attend the Cali¬ 
fornia Institute of Technology where he hopes to take advanced Civil En¬ 
gineering, specializing in hydraulics. The purpose of this scholarship is to 
bring about better understanding and good will aong all races and nations. 
In selecting Ronald McLaughlin, a stalwart young Canadian of fine character 
and ideals, an excellent choice has been made. 


' (Reprinted from “The Clarion,” parish publication of All Saints’ Anglican Church, 
Windsor, of which Ron is a member.) 
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THE DENNIS FAMILY' 

About a hundred years ago, Mr. Mack Dennis Sr., had a 50-acre farm one 
mile from Jack Miner’s farm. He had one son Ira, and in 1928 they moved 
to Windsor where they ran a very successful grocery store on Wyandotte 
Street near Glengarry. 

Ira Dennis had four boys and two girls: Russell Matthew, who works for 
Ford Motor Company; George Dennis, who also works for Ford Motor 
Company; Frank Dennis, an Inspector at Ford Motor Company; Malan Dennis, 
at Chrysler Canada Limited; Mildred Dennis and Irene Dennis, both house¬ 
wives. 

The son, George, attended Mercer Street School, and is now an Inspec¬ 
tor for the Ford Motor Company, having worked there for 25 years. He is 
married and has two children, a boy and a girl. Elaine, the daughter, is a 
graduate of Patterson Collegiate and also of the University of Windsor, with 
an Honourary Degree in History. She now teaches at Vincent Massey Collegi¬ 
ate. Darwin, the son, is a graduate of Patterson Collegiate and has been 
working as a welder at Chrysler for the past three years. 



There were several Argos operating on the Detroit River at different times. The Argo 
No. 2, pictured above, was built about 1850 and was commanded by James Forbes. It 
ran until 1872. 


1 Interview with Mrs. George Dennis, April 8, 1967 
2 Picture: George f. Macdonald Collection Walker Museum 
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MALAN DENNIS 

Malan, another son of Ira Dennis, is 
a welder helper at Chrysler Canada 
Limited and lives on Windsor Avenue. 

He has been in Windsor since 1928, 
married to Melissa Brooks who works 
for the H. A. Powell Studios, check¬ 
ing, mounting and framing photographs. 

They have four boys and two girls. Mr. 

Dennis is president of the Eastside 
Credit Union, a committee man for the 
U.A.W., and serves as alternate chair¬ 
man, and also a mason of F.A.M. 

Their son George is a graduate of 
Patterson Collegiate and University of 
Windsor and has a B.A. degree. He 
attended Teachers College in Toronto, 
where he has taught High School Eng¬ 
lish and History for five years. Mr. George Dennis, B.A. 

Another son, Melvin, a graduate of Patterson and Bulmer Business 
College, is an office worker at Chrysler’s. He has worked in the Department 
of Scaling for the past three years. 

Glenn, another son, is a tool and die designer. He works for the Indus¬ 
trial Tool and Die Company. He attended Patterson and graduated from W. 
D. Lowe. He is married to former Gail Simmons and they have six children. 

William is still in school studying pattern making at W. D. Lowe 
Vocational School. 

Barbara, a daughter, graduated from W. D. Lowe Vocational; before 
marrying she worked for Lori Contracting Company. Her husband Richard 
Dungy is the son of Rev. Arlington Dungy. Richard is a policeman in 
Detroit. They have two children. 

Lauren attended Patterson Collegiate and graduated from H. E. Guppy 
High School of Commerce. Before getting married she worked for the 
Board of Education Public Schools in Windsor. She married Alvin Alston, 
who is an apprentice at Chrysler’s in Detroit in the tool and die department. 
They have one child. 



Interview Mr. Malan Dennis, April 10th, 1967. 
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MISS BARBARA WILSON 



Miss Barbara Wilson is Comp¬ 
troller for Carter-Fraser, Archi¬ 
tects, one of the largest archi¬ 
tectural firms in Windsor. They 
are responsible for the design of 
Hotel Dieu, Grace and Metro¬ 
politan hospitals, as well as a 
great deal of the work at the 
University of Windsor, includ¬ 
ing the Library, Student Centre 
and the Essex College Engineer¬ 
ing Building. She joined the 
firm in 1958 as a secretary and 
was made comptroller in 1965. 

Barbara was born in Windsor 
and is a graduate of Frank 
Begley public school, Patterson 
Collegiate and Windsor Business 
College. 

She loves to travel and has 
toured Europe and Mexico. 



v 
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—George F. Macdonald Collection, Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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MR. AND MRS. LINTON SHREVE’ 

Mr. Shreve is a retired mail carrier. His wife gave him five children: 
four boys and one girl. 

Betty graduated from Kennedy Collegiate and from the Detroit Institute 
of Technology as a Pharmacist. She practises her profession in Detroit, where 
her husband is a public school teacher. They have two children. 

Winslow also graduated from Kennedy and the Detroit Institute of Tech¬ 
nology as a Pharmacist. His first position was at Pond’s Drug Store, Ouellette 
and University. He has lived and worked in Detroit for 15 years. He is now 
head pharmacist at North Detroit General Hospital. His wife is also a pharmacist.. 

Leonard lives in Oldcastle. He attended Kennedy Collegiate and is a 
master mechanic in Detroit. His wife is a teacher. 

Waynard, a Kennedy graduate, is now an accountant with the Income 
Tax Office in Windsor. His wife is a graduate of Hotel Dieu School of 
Nursing. 

Eugene, who also graduated from Kennedy, is a mortician. He finished 
his studies in Detroit and now practises in Los Angeles, California. 
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THE WINDSOR STAR 


There is no getting around the fact that a community that has a paper 
that prints the news in the best form of journalistic style and gives the truth 
will draw some of the best salesmen and future leaders of that community to 
sell its papers. It would be impossible to tell the story of how much the 
Windsor Star has helped build Windsor but one can go into various business 
places here in Windsor, yes in many parts of the world, and find boys who 
sold the Star but I am not going into this. I am just going to name a few 
who have sold the Star and have gone on to sell Windsor and to build 
Windsor. 

I shall not go on to tell you their race, creed or colour or try to number 
the hundreds, even thousands of boys who have got their first fling at busi¬ 
ness by selling the Star. These boys shall be mentioned only because all of 
them at different periods of life sold the paper and became friends. There are 
the Crolls—Senator David Croll and Cecil Croll (Lawyer); Jake Geller and his 
brothers; Walter, William and Dr. Roy Perry; the Meretskys; the Harrisons; 
Pat Watkins; Jim Watson (City Solicitor); the Greens; the Brophy brothers; 
George Trevor, and many others. 

Windsor was always first in the thoughts of the late Mr. and Mrs. Herman, 
who both left a heritage for their beloved city. The late Mr. Hugh Graybiel and 
his son Richard carried on the tradition. Mr. W. R. Clark does the same, and 
so do all in responsible positions at The Star. 



AMBASSADOR BRIDGE 

'The year 1928 saw the official opening of the Ambassador Bridge, an international bridge 
joining Canada and the United States at the cities of Windsor and Detroit. 


George F. McDonald Collection, Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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DR. HENRY D. HOLDS AWARD 



The City of Windsor also showed 
their appreciation of this man’s work, 
in the time-honoured way, by naming a 
school for him. And in March of 1963 
“An enthusiastic audience of public 
school children paid tribute to the man 
who gave his name and a great deal of 
his efforts to their school.” 


Mrs. H. D. Taylor. Following the suggestion of the 

Greater Windsor Foundation, the Dr. 
H. D. Taylor Public School chose March as “Boost Windsor Month,” and 
prepared special exercises, posters, scrapbooks and displays. Under the 
direction of the principal, Albert U. Simpson, and Inspector Gordon Budd, 
the assembly to advertise the city and to honour the man for whom the school 
was named went off without a hitch. 


Clare R. MacLeod, assistant director of education and member of the 
foundation, commented on the service of Dr. Taylor, saying, “He has been an 
outstanding member of the Board of Education, primarily Decause of his con¬ 
stant interest in the boys and girls of our schools.” 


Praising the school’s teaching staff for their noteworthy efforts for the 
excellence of the assembly and for their efforts on behalf of education gener- 



'HOLDS AWARD— Dr. Henry D. Taylor 
poses with the Lamp of Learning, an award 
presented to a non-teaching resident of On¬ 
tario for outstanding contributions to the 
field of secondary education. The award was 
made by the Ontario School Teachers’ Fed¬ 
eration at a luncheon Thursday in the Royal 
York Hotel, Toronto. 

1 —Star Staff Photo, April 19, 1963 
Excerpt from The Windsor Star. 


“They deservedly have the reputa¬ 
tion of being hard-working, respectful 
and honest,” he said. 


“Windsor’s schools excel because of 
men like him,” he concluded. 


ally, Mr. MacLeod told the children, “Windsor is a great home town . . . one 

of the finest communities anywhere: 
and the thing that makes it great is the 
type of people who live here. 


Mr. MacLeod went on to exhort the 
assembled students to follow in the 
tradition of community service, so well 
illustrated by the work of Dr. Taylor. 


Dr. H. D. Taylor 




DR. HENRY H. D. TAYLOR 


The first coloured physician to practice in Windsor, Dr. Taylor is on the 
staff of all the Windsor Hospitals: Hotel Dieu, Metropolitan, Grace and I.O.D.E. 
He is married to Jenny Lind Brothers, formerly one of Detroit’s social elites. 

Besides his medical practice. Dr. Taylor has given a lifetime of public 
service in the interests of the administration of Education in Windsor. He was 
a member of the Board of Education before Amalgamation in 1935. He remained 
an indispensable member until he retired in 1963, having completed six terms as 
Chairman, the first time in 1935. 

In 1956 his election for a sixth term in the Chair was the highlight of the 
inaugural meeting of the Board. In December of that year, he reached his 25th 
anniversary of service on the Board of Education, and a surprise celebration 
was held for him. Here is a report of it, taken from the Windsor Star of 
December 19, 1956. 

A surprise tribute was paid Dr. Henry D. Taylor, chairman of the Windsor 
Board of Education, Tuesday night in recognition of his 25 years’ service to 
the board and his public-spirited efforts on behalf of the community.. 

Sponsored by the Armstead Club, an organization named in honour of Dr. 
Taylor’s father, Armstead Taylor, the testimonial dinner at Mario’s Tavern 
was attended by nearly 200 friends and associates of the physician and school 
board trustees. 

The dinner turned out to be a surprise for Dr. Taylor, who understood that 
the affair was to have been a “small luncheon.” The banquet room was filled to 
capacity and some guests had to be seated in another section of the building 
during the dinner. 

• 

Guests included civic officials, school board members, education officials, 
clergymen, medical men and Don F. Brown, M.P. for Essex West. 

A special guest was 91-year-old Rev. William J. Harrison, who nominated 
the doctor for election to the board for the first time in 1931. Mr. Harrison 
said grace. 

Principal speaker was James C. Watson, Q.C., Windsor city solicitor, who 
delivered an analytical eulogy on the doctor’s career in public life. 

Citing Dr. Taylor’s 25 years’ service to the board of education in the city, 
which Mr. Watson said was a record without equal, he remarked that his enthus¬ 
iasm, zeal and devotion was displayed in this particular field of endeavour.” 

Mr. Watson recalled that Dr. Taylor had successfully contested 15 elections 
since 1931, and on 10 occasions was returned to office by acclamation. 

He said that Dr. Taylor’s wife had no small part to play in his success.” 

The solicitor traced Dr. Taylor’s career in Windsor and district during the 
past 35 years, pointing to the organizations of which he was an active member. 
Among these are the Windsor Board of Health, the Board of Governors of 
Metropolitan Hospital, the Windsor Optimist Club, the Senate of Assumption 
University, the Essex County Medical Association, the Ontario Medical Asso¬ 
ciation, the Canadian Medical Association, the Rural and Urban Trustees 
Association of Ontario, and the Ontario Trustees Council, of which he is a 
charter member. 
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Given Award By Civitans Dr. Henry D. Taylor “Citizen of the Year.” 


Dr. Henry D. Taylor, for 26 years a member of the Windsor Board of 
Education, has been presented with the Civitan International award: “Citizen 
of the Year,” for 1956. Dr. Taylor received the award at a meeting of the 
Windsor Civitan Club. 

The award is made annually to “builders of good citizenship.” 

In a letter accompanying the award, which is a shield mounted in bronze, 
the international Civitan organization expresses appreciation for the work in 
public service performed by Dr. Taylor and refers to his long and useful career 
as a leader in the education of youth. 


Star Staff photo. 
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ESSEX COUNTY SANITORIUM NOW KNOWN AS I.O.D.E. 

My memories of the Essex County Sanitorium by William Doran 

In July 1939 a skeleton was found on the Sanitorium grounds while digging 
a trench. It was brought to light that it was a coloured man and that this was 
perhaps a burial ground attached to the old Sandwich church. Many coloured 
people lived in the vicinity of Essex County Sanitorium and Prince Road Park. 

A man well known to Mr. William Doran and a patient at the Sanitorium 
told of seeing a number of burials on the Sanitorium land as a young boy. This 
was just west of where the barn still stands on the Sanitorium grounds. 

There is in the records a deed dated June 13, 1850 to which the original 
owner granted a portion of this land to one Jacob Mailloux who was given a life 
interest. No money was mentioned. 

There has always been employment for coloured men in Windsor in all 
of our hospitals as well as nurses who care for the sick. Coloured people have 
always lived in the vicinity of our hospitals and each hospital in the city of 
Windsor has coloured help working to build a better hospital to take care of all 
citizens. 



George F. Macdonald, Walker Museum. 
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DR. O. P. CHATTERS 


'A graduate of the University 
of British Columbia, where he 
received his B.A. degree, Dr. 
Chatters later studied medicine 
at McGill University in Mont¬ 
real where he received his 
medical degree. He has been 
practising in Windsor since 1925. 
He married the former Verna 
Kersey. They have one daugh¬ 
ter, Harriett. A son, Pritchard, 
died several years ago. Dr. 
Chatters is on the staff of all 
the Windsor Hospitals. He is a 
member of the North Star 
Masonic Lodge of Windsor. Dr. 
Chatters is one of our better- 
known physicians and has travel¬ 
ers. Harriett Chatters Rose led extensively. He has done a 

great deal of charitable work for 

our city, and has also given scholarships to Assumption College. 

Dr. and Mrs. Chatters’ daughter attended Patterson Collegiate in Windsor 
and Northwestern University (Chicago) where she received her B.Sc. Degree. 
She later went to Howard University in Washington, D.C., where she received 
her Master’s Degree in English Literature and Languages in 1956. She met 
her husband at Howard where they were both attending school. Harriett 
also studied at the Sorbonne in Paris. She now teaches in San Fernando Valley 
in California, where she is head of the English Department for Foreign 
students. They have two children, Robert and Verna Frances. Her husband, 
Dr. Robert Rose, practises dentistry in San Fernando Valley. 



The members of the Pivot Club Presenting Mrs. O. P. Chatters a scroll, for outstanding 
work for the year. 

—Reading from left to right Mrs. Velma Vincent, Mrs. Earl Cuzzens, Mrs. O. P. Chatters, 
Mrs. Geraldine Jones. 

Photo from Wild Studio. 


1 —Interview with Dr. O. P. Chatters, April 7, 1967. 

74 




MRS. O. P. CHATTERS 2 


Dr. Chatters’ wife has made a 
name for herself in Windsor, as 
a most public-spirited woman. 

She has worked with the Home 
and School Club as well as 
doing work for her church, and 
serving on the Board of Direc¬ 
tors of the YMCA and YWCA. 

She is a member of the B.M.E. 

Missionaries as well as the 
“Hour a Day” Study Club. Mrs. 

Chatters also serves as a mem¬ 
ber of the Cancer Society com¬ 
mittee at Metropolitan Hospital 
and is a member of the Womens’ 

Auxiliary for Grace Hospital. 

Mrs. Chatters has received 
recognition for many of her ser¬ 
vices, having been given life 
membership with the Council of Women in Canada, both local and National 
The Pivot Club of Windsor, of which she is a member, made her their Club 
Woman of the year in 1964. Formerly, she is past president of the Windsor 
Art and Literary Club and of the Local Council of Women. 

Following is an excerpt from the Windsor Star, January 7, 1966: 

Appointment of Mrs. J. A. Brown of London and Mrs. 0. P. Chatters 
of Windsor as Regional Womens co-chairmen for Centennial planning has 
been annunced by the Hon James A. C. Auld, Minister of Tourism and 
Information for Ontario. 

Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Chatters will represent the counties of Essex, 
Lambton, Middlesex, Oxford and Perth on the Women’s Activities Committee 
of the Ontario Centennial Planning Branch. 

2 —Interview with Mrs. O. P. Chatters, April 7, 1967. 


MRS. O. P. CHATTERS 

—named co-chairman 


Mrs. Richard Hawrish, past president of the Local Council of Women, presenting to Mrs. O. P. 
Chatters, former president of Local Council of Women, a National Life Membership. Mr. 
Herb Gray M.P. was speaker of the evening. 
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MR. McKEON ROCK SR. 


Mr. McKeon Rock, the father of Kenneth, worked for the Windsor Utilities 
until his retirement two years ago. He attained the rank of Inspector. He mar¬ 
ried the former Miss Louise Newsome and they have three children; Dr. Kenneth 
Rock, a physician; one daughter, Phyllis Cheatham (Medical Technician); 
and Murray Rock. 

Mrs. Louise Rock taught music at Lynwood School in Windsor. She now 
teaches music to the children at the Sun Parlor School in Essex; both of these 
schools are for retarded children. Mrs. Rock has served for a number of years 
as organist for one of our very prominent churches, the B.M.E. Church. 



CADETS AID FUND— Receiving a cheque for $53.20 to send on to headquarters is 
Dr. IF. K. Rock, St. John Ambulance Brigade surgeon for the Frontier Cadets. From left 
are Cadet Anne Castonguay, 141 St. Louis /tie.. Riverside, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Vincent 
Castonguay; Cadet Anne Marie Poirier, 1365 Albert Rd., daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond 
Poirier; Dr. Rock and Corporal Karen Pouget, 228 Villaire Ate., Riverside, daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Vincent Pouget. 


Star Staff Photo 
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DR. KENNETH ROCK 

Dr. Rock was born in Windsor and attended public and high school here. 
He graduated from Patterson Collegiate in 1943 and went on to Toronto Uni¬ 
versity where he entered the medical school and graduated in 1951. Dr. Rock 
while at Patterson Collegiate was an outstanding athelete gaining letters in 
football, track and basketball. 

On February, 1967, he was appointed the city coroner of Windsor. He also 
serves on the St. John Ambulance Corps. He was in the Air Force 1943-1945. Dr. 
Rock has his own medical clinic on Glengarry Avenue. 

Dr. Rock is married to the former Effie Ann Kersey (1945). They have 
three children; two boys and a girl; Kenneth, Caron and Bryant. 


Dr. Kenneth Rock. 


Interview with Dr. Kenneth Rock, April 1967 




A SURPRISE BIRTHDAY PARTY 

The first birthday party for Helen Gelieh was given 
by Dr. and Mrs. Roy Perry. The Gelichs had moved 
from the western part of Canada to IF indsor, Ontario 
and their funds were depleted. Helen had never had 
a birthday party. She had been a cripple since birth. 
Happiness is expressed not only by Helen but all 
her friends. 

The picture above shows the children who attended 
In the back row is Albert Bright, Betty Ann DeShield 
and Harriet Chatters. Others in the party include John 
Perry: second row, Edward Ross, Dorothy Ross, Donna 
and Billy Bush, the sister and brother of Helen 
Gelieh, Lynda Parson, the Boyd brother and sister, 
and others. A great time teas had by all. 


Dr. Perry is a graduate of 
Meharry Medical College where 
he received his Doctor of Dental 
Surgery, as well as his Licentiate 
of Dental Surgery at the Uni¬ 
versity of Toronto, Faculty of 
Dentistry. Dr. Perry also did 
post graduate work at the 
University of California, Uni¬ 
versity of Southern California, 
as well as the University of 
Montreal. 

He recalled some of the 
fine people who influenced his 
life as Mr. W. F. Herman, Mr. 
W. L. Clark, Mr. H. L. Mac- 
Pherson, Mr. H. A. Graybiel, all 
of the Star; Mr. Draper, Mr. Gib¬ 
son, Mr. Downey, Mr. George 
Marshall, Mr. L. Wheelton, Mr. 
Campbell, Mr. Forrester, Mr. 
Gilbert, Mr. W. D. Lowe — this 
is just a few in his high school 
and grade school days. He re¬ 
called Monseignor Langlois, 
Senator Dave Croll, Rev. C. L. 
Wells, Mr. Churchill, Mrs. J. 
Levi, Mr. Arthur McDowell, Mr. 
Hyatt and others too numerous 
to mention. He mentioned the 


fact that paying attention to 
people of fine character and ex¬ 
perience can keep even the youth of today doing something worthwhile. Dr 
Perry was an outstanding athlete, winning his letter in football, basketball, track 
and baseball, in both high school and college. He also received all-American 

mention in football his final year in college. 

Roy met his wife Charlotte while in College. She 
is the daughter of John and Libbie Duncan both now 
deceased. They were both college graduates — Mr. 
John Duncan finishing Union University in Rich¬ 
mond, Va. and her mother finishing Hawthorne 
College, an affiliate of Union University. Charlotte 
was a key actress in the school plays of Virginia S. 
College, having played in Virginia, West Va., Pennsyl¬ 
vania and New York. She specialized in Journalism 
and had her own paper in Los Angeles at one time; 
The California Leader. She has always done her 
share of public service in the community in which she 
lived. In Windsor she has served on The Council of 
Women Executive Board for a number of years, taken 
part in community drives such as Community Chest. 

She was Director of the Centennial Book for the 
City of Windsor in its 100th Anniversary. She served 
on the Staff of Assumption College as Director of 


Star Staff photo. 
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their Publications and Student Activities. She headed this Department for 
Assumption College, Assumption University and the University of Windsor for 

15 years. Later she thought that she would give this position up to rest, which 
she did for a short while; and then she went into Real Estate. Now this History 
of the Coloured People in Windsor, called The Long Road. 

Dr. Perry has his office in his own building on Goyeau Street. He is serving 
his 16th year on the City Council and was 2 years on Board of Control, making 

16 years as a member of City Council. He has served on every office of Essex 
County Dental Society. Now he is Past President. He has served on Y.M.- 
Y.W.C.A. Board of Directors as Chairman of Men’s Programme Committee, as 
well as a former member of Assumption College Senate, Assumption University 
and is a former member of the University of W indsor’s Senate. 

Dr. Perry is a humanitarian. He works for the City of Windsor. For 19 
years he has given an Ice Skating Party for the children. It grew from 3 to over 
2500 a year — one year over 2000 were turned away at Windsor Arena. He gives 
the Skating Party for all the children of Windsor — many come from surround¬ 
ing communities; some have come as far as Ann Arbor and Sarnia. 

Dr. Perry was one of the organizers of the Armstead Athletic Club and its 
first President. The club has given scholarships throughout the years. He was a 
supporter of the Pal Organization which was a Police Organization for boys. 
Assistant Chief Preston was head at the time. He has supported many baseball 
and basketball teams. He was one of the organizers of Jackson Park, The Wind¬ 
sor Tennis Club and has served as these organizations’ President. He was Vice 
President, under Mr. Fred Horn, who brought the onlv Canadian Tennis 
Championships to Windsor, the only time the Canadian Tennis Cham¬ 
pionships were not held in Montreal (where they are generally held) or Toronto 
or Vancouver, B.C. Dr. Perry has been with this club over 20 years. 

Some of the additional committees Dr. Perry has served on — many as 
President Chairman or Vice Chairman: Welfare League; Children’s Aid; Boy 
Scouts; Park and Recreation Committee, Chairman; Board of Health, Chairman 
—He is at present Vice-Chairman of Greater Windsor and Essex County Health 
Board; he has served as acting mayor for the City of Windsor and at one time, 
1958, ran for mayor of City of Windsor. 

Dr. Perrv is a member of the following Dental Associations—Essex County, 
Ontario Children’s Dental Association; Ontario Dental Association; Canadian 
Dental Association; Euneal Dental Association; Michigan Dental Association 
(associate); Detroit District Dental Association (associate); Michigan State 
Dental Association; National Dental Association. 

Dr. Perry has served on every outstanding committee in City of Windsor 
as Chairman: 

1. Urban Renewal and Development. He started the Urban Renewal Programme 

in Windsor over 19 years ago. 

2. (a) Committee of Public Works 

(b) Traffic and Property 

(c) Parks and Recreation 

(d) Traffic Conference 

These are just a few of the organizations Dr. Perry has served on — the 
Planning Committee; Chairman of the Committee for the Removal of Blight; 
and Redevelopment of the City of Windsor. He has always worked for better 
homes for the aged. 

He has been chairman of the Fire Commission. He helped to draft the 
Minimum Standard Bylaw. 
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‘PERRY PLAN’ OF 1955 IS NEARER REALIZATION 


H. L. MacPHERSON 

A trip down memory lane at the week-end produced this quotation: 

“Aid. Dr. Roy Perry’s plan to reclaim the Brant, River¬ 
side Drive, Mercer and Marentette area with a housing 
development is as tantalizingly attractive as any the City 
Council is likely to hear this summer . . 

The date? It was just over 10 years ago. 

“First,” the quotation continued, “it takes quite a bite 
out of what can be rated as Windsor’s slum or near slum area. 
And next it would turn a low assessment section into one 
that can carry more of its weight.” 

That the Perry Plan to date has not entirely followed 
that early outline is no reflection on Dr. Perry and his pro¬ 
posal. There was so much to do in that area a decade ago that it couldn’t all 
be done quickly. And, besides, the plan mainly was an “idea,” one that caught 
hold of the public imagination and still hasn’t lost its grip. 

MAINLY AN IDEA 

Eventually the downtown redevelopment area is going to reach all the 
way out to Brant and Marentette and beyond. Its range already is from Riverside 
Drive to Wyandotte, and from Goyeau it’s pushing eastward toward McDougall 
street. But in view of the activity in that downtown spot it’s evident that 
McDougall won’t remain the eastern edge for long. 

WOULDN’T HOG THE CREDIT 

The Perry dream won’t remain static. Dr. Perry, of course, would be the 
first to deprecate any suggestion that he alone inspired all that activity. As a 
city official he knows the vast amount of work by many minds that contributed 
to the demolition and reconstruction to date. But to the man on the street 
it’s still the “Perry Plan,” and that gives a lot of credit where it’s due. 

Perhaps above all it helped condition public opinion, which in turn 
made it easier for a council with more needs than resources to do what was 
right and essential. 

But substantial new tax revenue already is in prospect from all that East 
Side development. There will be more. It may not be many years, at Windsor’s 
present rate of urban renewal, before towering apartment houses looking 
toward the river stand in the Brant, Riverside, Mercer and Marentette area, 
which seemed so distant a decade ago. 

Posterity will be remiss if it fails to give Dr. Perry’s name to at least a 
portion of it. 



The Windsor Star, Monday, November 8, 1965 



Dr. Roy Perry s Skating Party. 

Star Staff photo. 



Star Staff photo. 
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MR. WALTER PERRY 


He had his earlier education at Mercer 
Street School, and then' on to Windsor 
Collegiate Institute, where he distinguished 
himself as one of the great athletes in the 
school’s history. He was a star athlete in 
football, baseball, basketball and track. 
He played on teams that brought 
W.O.S.S.A. championships in basketball, 
football and track. 

He played football with Senator 
David Croll, and basketball with Butch 
Meretsky, Father Jacques, Dr. McClendon, 
Dr. Cliff Webber, Russel Small, and many 
others too numerous to mention here. 

Walter, for over 30 years has been 
known as Mr. Emancipation. He earned 
this title by putting on one of the most 
famous shows on the North American 
Continent, known as the 1st of August Pro¬ 
gram, which has brought people from all 
over the United States. And he has had out¬ 
standing speakers such as The Hon. Paul 
Martin who has been to every 1st of August 
Celebration he could attend. Rev. Wm. Holmes Borders of Atlanta, Georgia 
I Wheat Street Baptist Church) — an outstanding Minister, Rev. Clayton Powell 
of Abbysinia Baptist Church, who has been in The House of Congress for over 
19 years. Rev. Charles Wesley, former President of Central State College in 
Wilberforce, Ohio, one of the leading historians in the United States, Mrs. Mary 
McCloud Batlnine, an educator and cofounder of Bathune-Cookman College in 
Daytona Beach, Florida, a leading woman — President Roosevelt appointed her 
to head up The Coloured Womens Organizations in America, Mrs. Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt, the wife of the late President Roosevelt, Rev. Bradby of 
Detroit, Dr. J. H. Jackson, President of Baptist Convention of America, and many 
others. 

This four day festival was put on in memory of the Freedom of the coloured 
slaves granted in 1833 by the British Empire. 

The parades, the festivities given by Mr. Walter Perry have spread through¬ 
out the U.S.A., and Canada. He has had some of the leading bands throughout 
Canada and the U.S.A 

It is to Mr. Walter Perry’s credit that he took a very poorly organized group 
and formed them into a cohesive and well organized freedom show and 
Emancipation Day Celebration. 

Mr. Walter Perry was married to the former Helen Schutte. He has two 
brothers and two sisters living — William, Dr. Roy Perry, a sister living in 
Harrow, Girtie, and another sister Myrtle. A sister and brother are dead, Dorothy 
and Charlie. 



Interview with Mr. Walter Perry, May 15, 1967. 
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Emancipation Parade along Ouellette, 1954. 


Star Staff photo. 
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WILLIAM J. PERRY, SR. 


Starting at Ford Motor Company in September 1940, William J. Perry 
completed several training courses to attain the position of Inspector, which he 
now holds. He is married to the former Evvis Turner. He has three children, 
Verna, Ruth and William, Jr. 

Verna Waiters is a telephone operator in New York City. She has three 
sons, two in the U.S. Air Force and one at home. 

Ruth Adams lives in San Diego, California and has five children. One son 
is in the U.S. Army. 

William Perry, Jr., who lives in Windsor, is a mailman for the Government 
of Canada. 


'Mr. William Perry Jr., President oj Windsor 
Letter Carriers Union. 



*This car belonging to the Hiram Walker 
Company, dates back to 1911. 


'(Windsor Star, Feb. 26, 1955) 

J George F. Macdonald Collection, Hiram Walker 
Museum. 
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JAMES E. WATSON, 
B.A., Q.C. 


Mr. Watson was born in the 
City of Windsor, and attended 
| elementary and secondary 

iT ~ schools in our City, being a 

ri ys graduate of Patterson Collegiate. 

In 1934 he graduated from the 
V 4^, ^ University of Toronto with an 

Honours B.A. in Philosophy and 

_ Psychology. Upon graduation 

>_ from Osgoode Hall in 1937 he 

practised law in Toronto until 
1942 when he entered the Ser- 
aHL JL \ vice. In 1945 with the rank of 

Pilot Officer, Mr. Watson was 
discharged from the Royal 
Canadian Air Force, at which 
time he returned to Windsor 
A - ,■mk I and began practice with the law 

J. E. Watson A.B., Q.C. City Solicitor. firm of Yuffy & Yuffy until in 

1947 he was appointed Assistant 
City Solicitor to Mr. L. R. Cumming, Q.C. When Mr. 

Cumming resigned as our City Solicitor in 1950 to be a 
member of The Ontario Municipal Board, Mr. Watson 
became City Solicitor. In 1955 he was appointed a Queen’s 
Counsel. 


Mr. Watson has served on the Board of Directors of the 
Family Service Bureau of the City of Windsor, the Com¬ 
munity Welfare Council, and was an active member of the 
Board of Directors of Essex College from the time of its 
incorporation in 1954 until June of 1963, at which time the 
Board was dissolved and the University of Windsor came 
into being. During this period of time Mr. Watson served 
on several of the College’s Committees and in particular 
chaired a Committee which laid the foundation for the 
Public Administration Course now offered at the Univers¬ 
ity. 


■VlSIIlTJl 


Mr. Watson is a member of the Windsor Chamber of 
Commerce and has served on its National Affairs Com¬ 
mittee. 


His extensive experience in expropriation matters has 
been called upon by other municipalities. As a member of 
the Municipal Law Section of the Canadian Bar Associa¬ 
tion Mr. Watson was a member of the panel which studied 
expropriation problems and the formation of The Ex- 


propriation Act of Ontario seeking improvements in the law of expropriation. 
Mr. Watson has served on a number of committees of the Association, including 
the sub-committee which studied The Municipal Act and Related Acts. 

It was at this time that Mr. Watson chaired for the City’s Administration 
the committee which made a detailed study of municipal legislation respecting 
these Acts, and a year and one-half later presented its Brief with Council’s 
approval to the Select Committee on The Municipal Act and Related Acts for 
the Province of Ontario. 

Mr. Watson more recently addressed the Torch Club of Windsor respecting 
redevelopment and its problems and has since become a member of the Club. 
In fact, Mr. Watson is a favourite speaker on matters of municipal legislation 
in Windsor and his latest address was enjoyed by the members of Zone 1 of the 
Association of Municipal Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario. 



Aerial view of downtown Windsor, located on the South Shore of the Detroit river. Detroit 
waterfront appears in the background of picture. 


Photo Windsor Chamber Commerce. 

87 









propriation Act of Ontario seeking improvements in the law of expropriation. 
Mr. Watson has served on a number of committees of the Association, including 
the sub-committee which studied The Municipal Act and Related Acts. 

It was at this time that Mr. Watson chaired for the City’s Administration 
the committee which made a detailed study of municipal legislation respecting 
these Acts, and a year and one-half later presented its Brief with Council’s 
approval to the Select Committee on The Municipal Act and Related Acts for 
the Province of Ontario. 

Mr. Watson more recently addressed the Torch Club of Windsor respecting 
redevelopment and its problems and has since become a member of the Club. 
In fact, Mr. Watson is a favourite speaker on matters of municipal legislation 
in Windsor and his latest address was enjoyed by the members of Zone 1 of the 
Association of Municipal Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario. 



Aerial view of downtown Windsor, located on the South Shore of the Detroit river. Detroit 
waterfront appears in the background of picture. 


Photo Windsor Chamber Commerce. 

87 










PHILLIP ALEXANDER, 

B. Sc. Engin. 

Seven Windsor and area students were 
among the more than 200 from across 
the province to receive the first Ontario 
Provincial Scholarships, valued at S400. 
The scholarships are made available to 
students with an average of at least 80% 
in nine Grade 13 papers, and are open 
to first-year students only, attending 
either University or Teachers College. 


Philip Alexander, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alexander of Sandwich Street, and 
a graduate of Patterson Collegiate, was one of the first recipients, at the age 
of 18. He is now a teacher of Electrical Engineering at the University of 
Windsor, is married and the father of three hoys and a girl. 



DOWNTOWN 

WINDSOR 

The 1920’s were 
building years. Most of 
our larger buildings 
were erected in this 
decade. Among them 
the Prince Edward 
Hotel, the Medical 
Arts Building, the Bell 
Telephone Building, 
the Canada Building, 
the Norton Palmer 
Hotel and the Canada 
Trust Building. 


Canada Building 


Downtown Windsor 1920. 
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MR. ARTHUR ALEXANDER 

Mr. Alexander taught school for 46 years in Kent County where he 
achieved an outstanding record in education. He served on many committees 
and was Principal of the public school in Buxton. 

One son, Ronald, who lives in Montreal, is a National Film Board Photo¬ 
grapher and acted in that capacity upon the visit to Windsor of Princess 
Elizabeth in 1950, when he took several of the official pictures. Again in 
1959 he returned to take more pictures, this time of Queen Elizabeth and 
Prince Philip, also for the Film Board. 

A daughter is employed by the Government of the United States in the 
Defence Department of Detroit, Michigan. 


MR. PHILIP ALEXANDER, SR. 

Born in Kent County, another son of Mr. Arthur Alexander, Philip, Sr. 
attended public school in Buxton where his father was Principal, and then 
attended High and Vocational schools in Chatham. 

H is first job was in Windsor, in the machine shop of the Ford Motor 
Company. He joined the army in 1942 and left as a corporal in 1946. He 
then opened in Windsor his own business as carpenter, where his special 
knowledge was put to good use, and his business was very successful. 

Mr. Alexander married the daughter of the Rev. Henry Talbot, and they 
had two sons, David and Philip Jr. David, the younger of the two, attends 
Ontario College of Arts in Toronto. 

The elder of the sons, Philp Jr., graduated from Patterson Collegiate 
with honours and has won several scholarships. He graduated from the 
University of Windsor in 1963 with a B.Sc. degree. In 1964 he obtained a 
Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering from the same Universitv, where 
he is now a lecturer in that subject. He is married to Patricia Knight and 
has four children. 



' 50TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY — Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Alexander of North Buxton, retired 
public school teacher and his wife will observe their 50th wedding anniversary. They are 
mother and father of I 1 hilip Alexander Jr. of Sandwich St. W., Windsor. 


T ((Star Staff Photo, June 27, 1964) 

Interview with Mr. Phillip Alexander Sr., April 1967, Sandwich Street. 
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MR. JOHN EVANS’ 

John Evans was born in Windsor 
on September 1, 1876, ninety-one 
years ago. His wife, born in Tor¬ 
onto, was the former Bertha Mar¬ 
tin. They had four children. He 
attended the old Central School 
which later became the old City 
Hall, on the site of the present City 
Hall. 

One daughter, Cecile, married 
Lome Millben, an executive of the 
Great Lakes Insurance Company. 
They live in Detroit. 

A son Stanley, is an electrician 
foreman in a Detroit company. He 
has been with the firm 25 years. 

One daughter, Marjorie, married 
John Davis and lives in Los Ange¬ 
les. 

Mr. Evans was elected to the 
Windsor City Council but was 
never seated as he was not a pro¬ 
perty owner. He was one of the most successful business men in Windsor. He 
handled fuel oil and other goods. 

He had a contract with the Canadian Pacific Railroad from 1901 to 1911 
and had as many as 100 men working for him at one time, with an average 
employment of 50 men" a day. He handled bolts and the new railroad tracks 
required as much as 4,000 tons at a time. These railroad ties were laid dowg and 
the lighter tracks were torn up and sent back to the U.S.A. as scrap. 

Mr. Evans said a number of businesses were run by coloured people in the 
days gone by. He added that in regard to opportunities in Windsor the coloured 
people are making greater strides now than previously but that in the older 
days more coloured people ran businesses. His own business, he said, was at one 
time worth $100,000. 



MR. JOHN KELLY 

He worked on the car boat for a number of years and has lived on Windsor 
Avenue. His wife was Phoebe Kelly. They raised their two grand-children, 
Dorothy and Thomas Taylor. Thomas Sr. lived in Indiana. Thomas Jr. graduated 
from Patterson Collegiate and now he is a policeman in Detroit. Dorothy is 
married to Hubert Wiley who is a veterinarian for the army. She has three 
children, two girls and a boy. She has been working for the Board of Education 
in Detroit as a secretary for a number of years. 


’MR. HENRY TURNER 

Henry lived in Sandwich and was a butcher. He was the son of Henry 
Turner. James Turner married Melissa McCurdy, a school teacher. Following are 
the children of the marriage: Emily, Everett, George, Ernest, Hattie, Maud, 
Ellen, Myrtle, Clifford and Clarence. 


'Interviewed Mr. John Evans at Huron Lodge on April 22, 1967. 
^Interviewed Mr. Ralph Turner. 
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THE HILL FAMILY 

Edwin Howard Hill had a trucking business (horse drawn) and cleaned 
the alleys of Windsor under contract. He had his trucking business at Howard 
Ave. and Tecumseh Road. He was the only one who did this work for the city 
in the late 1880’s to 1900’s. 

One of his sons, Wade Hill, worked for many years for Mr. Webber of 
the J. L. Hudson Co. of Detroit, Michigan. 

Another son, Edwin Hill, Sr., born in Pennsylvania, spent most of his 
life in Windsor. He was a hotel man and owned two hotels in Windsor and 
vicinity. One was named Hotel Wade Hill and was on Dougall Ave. and 
Tecumseh Road; the other was on No. 2 Highway and Lauzon Road. Mr. 
Hill, Sr., was a very successful man and knew all of the better people in 

Windsor. Many of them visited his hotel, while others came from all parts 

of Canada and the U.S.A. He acquired a lot of property — most of it farm 
land around Windsor. 

Edwin’s son, Edwin Hill, Jr., born in Windsor in 1889, resides at 1163 
Drouillard Road. He attended Mercer Street School and Park Avenue School. 
He took the trade of electrician in Detroit and in Windsor as an apprentice 
in 1905. 

He was one of the three first electricians in Windsor. The others were 
James Clark and Gilbert Compeau. Edwin Hill, Jr., was the first coloured 
electrician in Windsor which at this time had a population of 20,000. Each 
of these pioneer electricians did very well. Some of the work Mr. Hill con¬ 
tracted for was the Plaza Hotel on Pitt St., one of -the best early, hotels in 

Windsor, the Essex House at Dougall and Sandwich Streets, and the Ambas¬ 
sador Hotel, the Walker House, the Grand Central Hotel in Essex, the Rex 
Hotel on Drouillard Road, and many other businesses and homes. Mr. Hill 
has acquired a fine record in Windsor as one of the best electricians in the 
business. 

He is still well and hearty, living at home with his wife, the former 
Violet Clinton of London, Ontario. There are no children. 


’ Interview with Mr. Edwin Hill, April 5, 1967. 



Ferry Boat Landing in Windsor 


—George F. Macdonald Collection, Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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WINDSOR PUBLIC LIBRARY 

' The first Public Library in Windsor opened in 1894 in Lambie’s Hall, 
Ferry St. near Chatham St., part of the present site of Windsor Star Job 
Printing. 

Carnegie Library, which opened in 1903, was the first library in Canada 
built with funds donated by Andrew Carnegie. 

Today the Windsor Public Library consists of the downtown Main 
Library (Carnegie, the Annex, Bartlet House) 416-434 Victoria Ave. and nine 
branches. 

BRANCH LIBRARIES FOR BOTH ADULTS AND CHILDREN 

Nikola Budimir, 1310 Grand Marais Rd. W. 

Riverside, 6275 Wyandotte E. 

Sandwich, 615 Mill St. 

Seminole, 4285 Seminole 

South Branch, 1425 Tecumseh Rd. E. 

Willistead, Willistead Park 
BRANCH LIBRARIES FOR CHILDREN: 

John Richardson, 1495 Wyandotte W. 

Prince Edward, 949 Giles Blvd. E. 

Victoria, 1376 Victoria Ave. 

Services offered by the Windsor Public Library include Home Reading 
(Adults and Children), Reference, Business and Industry, Fine Arts, Records, 
Films and Filmstrips, Picture Collection, Framed Picture Loan Collection 
and Programmes for both Adults and Children. 

552,720 library members in 1966 borrowed 884,294 items! 

The library also operates the Hiram Walker Historical Museum, 254 Pitt 
St. West. 



Carnegie Library. 


'Carnegie Library, 416 Victoria Ave., November 1953. 
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WINDSOR 

PUBLIC 

LIBRARY 

EMPLOYEES 


Blake, Violet, B.A., Uni¬ 
versity of Detroit, M.S. in L.S. 
Wayne University. Carnegie 
Library September 1965 to 
present. Assistant, Reference 
Department. 

Brown, Carol, Windsor 
Public Library, July 1965 to 
January 1967. Assistant, Reg¬ 
istrations, also Prince Edward 
and Victoria Libraries. 

Browning, Sharon, B.A., 
University of Windsor, Sep¬ 
tember 1965 to present (cur¬ 
rently on leave of absence 
while studying for B.L.S. at 
the University of Toronto.) 
South Branch and Carnegie 
Libraries. General Assistant. 

Bruce, Etta, B.A., McMas- 
ter University, B.L.S., McGill 
University. Willistead Li¬ 
brary, January 1955 to April 
1957. General assistant in 
charge of High School Sec¬ 
tion. 



Children’s week at Carnegie Library 


Bulter, Ann. Carnegie Library, September 1959 to January 1963. Student 
Desk Clerk. 

Green, Marlene, B.A. University of Toronto, Carnegie Library, June 1965 
to October 1965. General assistant. 


Morgan, Sherry. Carnegie Library, September 1960 to September 1962. 
Student Desk Clerk. 


Carnegie Library, 416 Victoria Ave., November 1953 
Star Staff photo. 

















BIOGRAPHY OF LAWRENCE A. MILLBEN 

Facts about Lawrence A. Millben place him into character much like one 
which may have arisen from the modern “Tale of Two Cities”. The account 
of his activities and contributions shared between both Detroit, Michigan, and 
Windsor and other lesser communities of Canada will long be remembered— 
how, unselfish and loyal, he has served his native soil and another through 
adoption. 

BACKGROUND: Lawrence A. Millben, born March 6, 1904, is one of nine 
children born to the late Alfred and Georgia Millben of Chatham Township. 
Canada. His father was Canada’s first coloured Band Master, He received his 
education in the Chatham Public Schools. 

FAMILY LIFE: Having had family background in the music field, music 
has become a hobby with Mr. Millben, rather than a service. However, he played 
trombone with the Knights of Pythian Band, Elks, Shriners, and Charles Young 
Post Bands. 

He was married to Cecil Evans in 1934 and to this union were given four 
children; their only son, Larry, during Cadet Training as Civil Air Patrol was 
decorated with the “exceptional service” award for the heroic act in helping to 
save the lives of a pilot and passenger in 1953. The other Millben children are 
Twins; Elinor and Elaine, and Janet. All are high school graduates. 

CITATION: “For volunteered service in financing the war through the 
sale of U.S. Bonds to $85,000,000”, Lawrence A. Millben was given this citation 
by Mr. Frank Isby, Chairman of Michigan War Bond Committee. 

AFFILIATION: As a member of North Star Lodge # 7, F. & A.M., Windsor, 
Ontario, Millben served in many capacities of The Most Worshipful Grand Lodge 
of the Province of Ontario, F. & A.M. (PHA), such as. Grand Jr. Deacon, Grand 
Lecturer, Grand Jr. Warden, Grand Marshal, Grand Trustee and Grand Master. 
His affiliation with the numerous organizations has brought to the public a very 
tender feeling of gratitude as a speaker, a friend and a gentleman. 

He is a member of People’s Community Church, where he is Chairman of 
the Steward Board. 

He is a member of the NAACP; one of the Founders of Michigan Under¬ 
writers Association, and Past President. Was President of the Great Lakes Mutual 
Underwriters Club for 16 years. Chairman of the United Music Scholarship 
Committee for the State of Michigan. He is Second Vice President of the Detroit 
Council of Insurance Executives; President of the Great Lakes Choir. 

ACHIEVEMENT: In 1932, Millben moved to Detroit from Windsor and 
became an agent for The Great Lakes Mutual Life Insurance Company. After 
eight years he was promoted to the Inspection Department as Assistant to the 
Chief Inspector, Mr. Henry W. Holcomb. As an agent he received several 
citations for outstanding production during National Insurance Week Campaign. 

He was founder of Great Lakes Choir and their only President. 

He was made Junior Officer to the Board of Directors of The Great Lakes 
Mutual Life Insurance Company in 1959. 

CHOIR: Millben points with pride to The Great Lakes Choir as a great 
achievement in goodwill. This singing group was organized in 1941 at the 13th 
Annual Conference of The Great Lakes Mutual Life Insurance Company, at Green 
Pastures Camp. The company was surprised and pleased upon hearing the choir 
and duly made Millben the President and bought robes for the group and agreed 
to support it financially. 


Interview with Mr. Lawrence Millben, May 1967. 
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Mr. Thomas Millben in 1948 invented a miniature wooden sulky and a racing horse. 




MR. THOMAS MILLBEN 


Although born in Chatham township, Mr. Millben has lived in Windsor for 
44 years. For 24 years he worked at the Windsor Utilities Commission, where 
he was in charge of carpentry and cabinet making with three men under him. 
He is now retired. His enjoyment of carpentry also extended into his spare 
time. In 1948 he invented a miniature wooden and racing horse for which he 
holds a patent, and as fast as Mr. Millben could carve these toys, he sold them 
to the A. P. Dunlop Rubber Company, Simpson’s and Eaton’s, and the J. L. 
Hudson Company of Detroit. In 1950, television viewers saw his toy on the Bob 
Hope Show. Mr. Millben’s spare time is also occupied with music and church 
work. He is a trustee of the British Methodist Episcopal Church, and headed 
the committee that built the new B.M.E. Church in 1964. He has been a member 
of the North Buxton Band and choir director of the Windsor Men’s Choir. He 
and his wife, the former Rose Highgate, have four sons and one daughter. 

Jarvis, the eldest, has taken his father’s place as head carpenter for the 
Windsor Utilities Commission, where he has worked for ten years. He is married 
to the former Ethel Freeman. 

Woodrow, the second son lives in Hamilton. 

Lawrence lives in Detroit, where he is a heat treater for Chrysler Corpora¬ 
tion. 


David is a lithographic expert for Sumner Printing in Windsor. He and 
his wife, the former Janice Taylor have two sons. • 

Lois Millben Neal, their daughter, attended Patterson Collegiate Institute, 
and now works for the Bell Telephone Company as a telephone operator in 
Detroit. 

Thomas Millben has three brothers and one sister. 

Lawrence is the chief inspector for insurance policies for the Great Lakes 
Insurance Company where he has worked for 35 years. He is married and has 
four children. 

Another brother, Allen, owns a gasoline service station at 6300 Stanford in 
Detroit. He is married to the former Marie Wilson and they have two children. 

Elmer Millben, a veteran of the Canadian Army in World War II, works 
as a core maker for Massun Farris Company. 

Their sister, Janet Millben has worked for Chrysler Corporation for 30 
years. 


Interview Mr. Thomas Millben, March 1967, at his home on McDougall. 
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MR & MRS. JOHN RICHARD TRAVIS 



Mrs. John Travis. 


The Travis’s came to Canada from Pennsylvania, settled in Grey County 
in Ontario, then moved to North Buxton, Ontario, where they built a home 
and had 13 children, eight girls and five boys. Mr. Travis held position of Con¬ 
stable of Raleigh County. 

Catherine married Sylvester Jones, and moved to Windsor in 1903. They 
joined the First Baptist Church and Rev. Thompson was minister. They were 
both active members in the church — Mr. Jones a Deacon for many years. Mrs. 
Jones served as the'first lady trustee. 

They had six children, two of whom died. Mr. Jones was a chef for many 
years and died in May, 1935. Mrs. Jones later married Hilliard Morris and 
resided in North Buxton for ten years, still holding her church attendance in 
Windsor. After Mr. Morris’s death she returned to her church. 

Alta, a daughter, is a church worker. She has worked in the Sunday School 
Mission Band and for many years was a missionary. She is not married. 

Clarence and Lawrence are both mailmen in Windsor and both are married. 
Clarence occasionally preaches. Lawrence has been organist of First Baptist 
Choir for 24 years. He has one daughter, two step daughters and two grandsons. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Jones, and daughter. 


'Lawrence Jones — Postman for over 19 years 
in Windsor. Organist of First Baptist Church of 
Windsor for over 24 years (still organist). He 
received early musical education and credits 
from (Royal Conservatory of Music) Toronto 
Conservatory. 

He also studied at the Musical Arts Centre in 
Detroit, (Organ). He was instrumental in help¬ 
ing to install the present organ in the church. 
He was elected chairman of memorial organ 
fund. The new organ was installed May 22, 
1961. Loves music and has dedicated his life 
service to Christian church music; has played 
for many musical groups, the present choir of 
his church and also the Windsor Male Chorus 
for a number of years. 

Lawrence attended Tuscarora and Prince Ed¬ 
ward Schools and Patterson. 


Interview Mr. Lawrence Jones. 
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THE McCURDY FAMILY 

One of the most successful of the local coloured families, the McCurdy’s, is 
also one of the oldest, and is characterized by immense, and justified, family 
pride. A prized and unique possession is a collection of the slave papers of some 
of their ancestors. 

George D. McCurdy, grandfather of the present generation, was well known 
as the only baker, at one time, of the town of Amherstburg. He was also a 
sailor and a part-time surveyor. He became the Deputy Reeve of Amherstburg, 
which position he held for many years, obtaining consistently the highest number 
of votes of all candidates until he retired in 1964. His sons were Ralph, George F. 
Alvin and Howard. He had a daughter, Jean Dorothy. 

Ralph McCurdy, who had previously served on the Public School Hoard, 
replaced his father (as Reeve); George F. McCurdy has a position on the 
Secondary School Board; and Howard McCurdy, having passed all his examina¬ 
tions with top marks, within two years of entering the Post Office service 
became supervisor. He is well-known in both Amherstburg and Toronto as a 
man of many abilities: carpenter, plumber, furnace maker, tool and die maker. 
He has built up a profitable part-time business, constructing recreation rooms. 

Howard McCurdy married Bernice, the daughter of Mary and Thomas Logan 
of Windsor. She was a Civil Servant and is vice president of her provincial 
organization. There are two children of the marriage: Howard D. and Marilyn. 
Marilyn is a stenographer. Howard D. McCurdy has had, perhaps, the most 
colourful career of all the members of the McCurdy family. 

HOWARD D. McCURDY, Ph.D. 

Born in London, Ontario, on December 10, 1932, Howard D. McCurdy moved 
to Amherstburg with his parents when he was nine years old, where he com¬ 
pleted his elementary school education, consistently at or near the top of his 
class. He attended General Amherst High School with the same high level of 
achievement until he graduated from Grade 13. While at High School he 
distinguished himself at sports, winning both the Junior and Senior Basketball 
championships, the track championship, for School, County and Western 
Ontario, for three years. He made high-jump records, was runner-up twice in 
the Essex County Secondary Schools Athletics, and pitched for Amherstburg 
Junior Baseball team, 1947 to 1949. In addition to all this, he completed Grade 
VIII Toronto Conservatory Piano, with Theory. He became known around the 
town for his scientific gadgets, especially as applied to guns, bombs and fire¬ 
works. At school he wrote poetry and drew cartoons. 

In spite of his many, varied interests, the young Howard worked in the 
summers in the Canning Factory and as a gardener; and in the winters he set 
pins for a Bowling Alley. While attending University he worked two summers 
at C.I.L. and for one summer at the Laboratory of Hygiene in the Maritimes. 
During the winter of 1953-54 he was a group leader for YMCA, which involved 
functioning as a kind of assistant social worker with delinquent boys. 

In 1950 Howard McCurdy attended Assumption University of Windsor and 
gained his degree in science in 1953. He then enrolled at Michigan State 
University in a graduate Science course, majoring in Microbiology and Physical 
& Biological Chemistry. He received his M.S. in 1955, and in 1956, w'hile studying 
for his Ph.D., he married Patricia Lorraine Neely, a B.S. graduate in Interior 
Decorating from M.S.U. 

After carrying out research under some of the most eminent of U.S. 
biologists, Howard McCurdy was awarded his Ph.D. degree in 1959 for a thesis 
which was described as “outstanding”. During his years at University, he won 
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many awards and grants which included the Armstead Scholarship, the Hour-A- 
Dav Study Club bursary and the Foreign Tuition Scholarship. He also obtained 
a special Graduate Research Assistantship and a Teaching Assistantsliip at M.S.U. 
In 1958 he was one of the very few graduate students elected to the Phi Kappa 
Phi national Scholastic Honourary Society for outstanding scholarship at M.S.U. 
From 1957-1959 he was President of the M.S.U. Chapter of N.A.A.C.P. and 
Chairman of its Michigan Council of University Branches. 

In 1959 after gaining his Ph.D., he joined the faculty of Assumption 
University of Windsor as lecturer in the Department of Biology. Since that time 
he has attained the rank of Associate Professor. During his years on the 
University faculty Dr. McCurdy has not rested on his laurels. He is a member 
of Sigma X, the Canadian Society of Microbiologists, the American Society for 
Microbiology and the Canadian Society for Cell Biology. He has published and 
presented at scientific meetings a number of papers in his field. His particular 
area of research interest is the chemical basis for morphogenesis in micro¬ 
organisms. He is a leading authority on myxobacteria. 

Not idle, either, in the administrative affairs and problems of his pro¬ 
fession, Dr. McCurdy acted as vice-president of the University of Windsor 
Faculty Association 1964-65 and as president in 1965-67. He was a member of 
C.A.U.T. Committee on Academic Freedom and Tenure in 1965, and was elected 
in 1966 Vice President of C.A.U.T. 

Outside the University Dr. Howard D. McCurdy has given his time to 
political affairs and the preservation of Civil Rights. He is a charter member of 
Essex West New Democratic Party Association and, while a member of the 
executive and vice-president in 1961-63, one of his speeches was credited with 
winning favour for the name, “New Democratic Party”. He is a member of 
Windsor and District Human Rights Council and has been president of the 
Guardian Club since 1963. He was chairman of the Coloured History Exhibit 
Planning Committee which sponsored, with the Guardian Club, the coloured 
History book called. From Slavery to Freedom, in February, 1965. 

Dr. McCurdy is also a member of the Board of Governors of St. Clair College 
of Applied Arts & Technology, as well as chairman of its Curriculum Committee. 

Mrs. McCurdy is as active as her husband. Besides raising a family of three 
daughters, Leslie Lorraine, Linda Louise and Cheryl Laura Lvnn, she teaches 
evening classes in Interior Decorating. She has become a great friend of teen¬ 
agers since establishing a Teenage Group. 



Dr. Howard D. McCurdy in his laboratory at the University of Windsor. 


Interview with Dr. Howard D. McCurdy, University of Windsor, March 10, 1967. 
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BACKGROUND 
HISTORY OF 
THE WINDSOR 
Y.M.C.A.-Y.W.C.A. 

From very meagre records 
we know that there was some 
sort of YMCA organization in 
Windsor in 1869. The late 
Alexander Bartlett was president 
and meetings were held in the 
old town hall on Sandwich Street 
(now Riverside Drive). 

No records can be found 
from 1877 until 1893, when the 
Y.M.C.A. rented two rooms on 
Sandwich Street — one was used 
as a gymnasium and the other as 
a reading room. The gymnasium 
was equipped with a few dumb¬ 
bells, parallel bars and some 
wrestling mats. Captain Charles 
Kent was Physical Director. 
Bathing facilities was one zinc 
bathtub and sometimes there 
was hot water. After struggling 
for a few years, the Y.M.C.A. 
could not carry on any longer. 



Boys from Edward School class 1955 - 1965 . 


In the early 1920’s the 

^ W .C.A. established itself in a house located where Pond’s Drug Store now 
stands at Ouellette and Wyandotte. They operated a cafeteria and they ex¬ 
panded, but always in rented quarters. 


Also in the early 20’s the Boys work Board brought in a Y.M.C.A. Secretary 
to coordinate boys work in the city and this secretary convinced the citizens of 
\\ indsor that a YMCA should be formed. Some activities were then carried on in 
school gymnasia. 


The Y.W.C.A., by now a going concern, again needed larger quarters. From 
what one can learn Irom scanty records, both Associations were feeling the need 
of a new building and more facilities. It was due to the thinking of people like 
Mrs. Wallace Campbell and Mr. Walter 1). McGregor that Windsor decided to 
build one building and to carry on a Y.M.C.A. program and a Y.W.C.A. program 

Interview with “Y” Secretary 
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under one roof and in 1926 this present building was opened. The organiza¬ 
tion was: 

a Y.W.C.A. Board of Directors 
a Y.M.C.A. Board of Directors 
a Y.M.C.A.-Y.W.C.A. Board of Directors 

Dr. Roy Perry formerly on Board — Mrs. 0. P. Chatters presently Board 
Member. 

There were separate staffs — each organization operated its own program. 
The joint Board supervised expenditures and kept up the building. Some “hard 
times” were experienced. At one time this building was seized by the bailiff for 
taxes . but conditions improved and the Association forged ahead again. 

In 1946, 20 years after the opening of the building, the merger came about, 
and thus we became the first amalgamated YMCA-YWCA in the world—with 
one Board — one Staff — one Purpose — one Membership. 

Although related to both National Councils, this Association has developed 
a unity at Board, Committee, Staff, and Membership levels so that all tend to 
think of one organization working toward meeting the needs of young people of 
this community. 



Interview with secretary, Windsor, Ontario, May 67. 






MR. CHARLES PETERSON 

Mr. Charles Peterson retired approximately two years ago from the Windsor 
Police Department where he served faithfully as a Police Constable for 35 years. 
He is now working as a Watchman at S.W. & A. Railway Company. He has 
been employed there since his retirement. He loves to grow roses. 

'Bonnie Jane Wilson (nee Peterson), a graduate of Harry E. Guppy High 
School of Commerce, was born and raised in Windsor. At the age of eighteen 
she journeyed as far as Ottawa, Ontario, to accept a position with the Depart¬ 
ment of National Revenue, Customs & Excise Division. This was on January 
2. 1962. She remained in Ottawa for l l / 2 years and on May 13, 1963, returned to 
Windsor to accept a job with the Post Office Department, where she is presently 
employed as secretary to the Postmaster. She recently married Shad Wilson. 
He works at McKinlay Transport and describes his job as a dock-and-yard man. 

She has one brother, Charles, who is employed in the office of McKinlay 
Transport, Windsor. 

A sister, Laurelee, is presently attending school; upon graduating she 
hopes to obtain a position in an office. 


Her eldest sister, Helen, is married to Gordon Walls and her job at the 
present time is housekeeping. 



The Dominion Public Building (popularly known as the Post Office). Located in the heart 
of Windsor's downtown area. It was constructed during the years 1931 - 1934 . 


'Interview with Mrs. Bonnie Jane Wilson. 
Star Staff Photo. 




WINDSOR POST OFFICE 

Over the years, men and women of the coloured race have served long and 
faithfully in the Canada Post Office, particularly here in Windsor, Ontario. 

Many of these fine people have served as Letter Carriers and still are out 
daily, delivering their mail along city streets. Others work inside, unseen, but 
nevertheless skillfully sorting mail for Windsor and cities beyond our country 
and province. 

During World War II, one of the so-called “weaker” sex carried mail in 
Windsor for three years as a wartime replacement, along with several other 
women who were relieving men for duty in the armed forces. 

Mrs. Bonnie W ilson has been the Postmaster’s private secretary for several 
years. 

Others who have served, or are presently serving in the Windsor Office are 
listed. 


WINDSOR POST OFFICE EMPLOYEES 

name class appointed remarks 


C. S. Jones 

Letter Carrier 

1928 

Minister 

K. E. Dungy 

Mail Handler 

1946 


R. H. Henderson 

Postal Clerk 

1959 


T. H. Freeman 

Postal Clerk 
(Financial) 

1941 

• 

J. V. Travis 

Postal Chauffeur 

1955 

Has his own orchestra 

W. J. H. Perry 

Letter Carrier 

1950 

President, Letter Carriers’ 
Union, (Local Branch) 

L. E. Jones 

Letter Carrier 

1948 

Brother to C. S. Jones 

Mrs. Bonnie Wilson 


1963 

Postmaster’s Secretary 

M. D. Hall 

Letter Carrier 

1966 

Those who have left 

the Service, either by retirement or resignation are: 

L. D. Shreve 

Letter Carrier 

1929 

Retired 1963 

R. E. Ross 

Letter Carrier 

1946 

Resigned 1960 

J. A. Jacobs 

Letter Carrier 


Retired 1961 

E. Shreve 

Postal Clerk 

1953 

Resigned 1955 

A. M. Dungy 

Postal Clerk 

1923 

Retired 1967 

R. E. Henderson 

Postal Clerk 


Father of R. H. Henderson, 
passed away in 1963 after 
39-40 years’ duty 

A. A. Poole 

Postal Clerk 

1964 

now in Post Office, Chat¬ 
ham, Ontario 

Hazel Solomon 

Letter Carrier 


During World War II, was 
well known as a splendid 
Opera Singer 

Art McDowell 

Letter Carrier 


Retired 1957 

John Simms 

Letter Carrier 


Retired about 20 years ago 

Lou Prisby 

Letter Carrier 


Retired nearly 30 years ago 

’Canada Post Office, K. M. Montagano, Assistant to the 
April 13, 1967. 

Public 1 

Relations Officer, Windsor, Ontario, 
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WILLIAM HALL, V.C. 

'Born at Horton’s Bluff, Nova Scotia, April 28, 1827. Died at Hansport, 
Nova Scotia; Age 77 years, 1904. He was the son of a slave who was rescued by 
a British frigate during the war of 1812. 

He joined the Royal Navy and during the course of his service took part 
in a land expedition during the Indian mutiny. 

On November 16, 1867, his heroic actions, while manning a twenty-four- 
pounder cannon at Shah Nujjiff, near Lucknow, India, earned him the Victoria 
Cross. 

Previously he had served on H.M.S. Rodney during the Crimean War and 
was decorated three times for bravery. 



Picture of ‘Home’ of Essex County’s first newspaper, Windsor. 


'Canada Post Office, K. M. Montagano, Assistant to the Public Relations Officer, Windsor, Ontario, April 
13, 1967. 

Neil Morrison Thesis, Fig. 151, p.181, Hiram Walker’s Museum, Windsv., Ontario. 

Photo Wild Studio. 
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MR. NELSON HARRISON 

Mr. Nelson Harrison was born in 
Windsor and attended Patterson Collegiate. 

He is the son of Rev. William Harrison and 
he has one sister. Rev. Harrison worked 
for the Union Gas Company for a number 
of years and also at his trade of cabinet 
maker. He worked for White Construction 
Company. While at Patterson Collegiate, 
he was a good athlete, participating in 
track events; and later became a member 
of the Armstead Athletic Club. 

His wife. Ilia, is the daughter of the 
late Albert Timbers and the late Rosa 
Timbers, who was the leader of the Cana¬ 
dian Girls in Training and Superintendent 
of Sunday School at the B.M.E. Church. 

Mrs. Harrison graduated from Patterson Collegiate and W. D. Lowe Voca¬ 
tional School, where she took a Commercial Course. She also studied music and 
dramatics. She has worked as a saleslacjy for Joden’s Jewellery Store and later 
for the Mid West Woollens, Detroit. She was at one time a nurse for Dr. H. D. 
Taylor in Windsor and is now a style consultant at Empress Dress Shoppe, in 
Woodward Avenue. Detroit. She is a member of the Armstead Club and also of 
the Can-Meric Phi Delta Sorority. 



Downtown Windsor, 1967 . 



Mrs. Nelson Harrison. 


MR. HARRY OLBEY' 

Born in Montreal, Harry Olbey moved to Windsor many years ago and 
opened a barber shop on Wyandotte St. E. He is married to Blanche Marie 
Milburn, and they have 6 children. One is Jean who is married to a son of Rev. 
0. Stuart, a Post Office worker in Detroit. She attended Patterson Collegiate 
and now lives in Detroit. Diana is married to another of Rev. Stuart’s sons, who 
is in the Air Force. Carol is married to Rev. Art Harrison’s son, an electrician. 
He went to school in Windsor and now works in Toronto. Amit is married to 
Johnny Mills, who works at the airport. Harriet is married to William Holland 
and is a housewife. Linda is married to Mance Taylor’s son. 


interviewed Mr. H. Olbey at Barbershop, Wyandotte and Mercer Sts. 
Interview Mrs. Nelson Harrison. 
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HISTORY OF THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SANDWICH 

As I ponder over a few yellow pages and worn-back books to get the history 
of long ago, I think of the cornerstone on which I have oftimes noted the in¬ 
scription “Aug. 1st, 1851”. 

On reading through those yellow pages, I learn that the foundation of this 
church dates back to 1840 when the slaves on reaching Canadian soil became 
free men. A small group landed at the foot of Huron Line Road, which still 
bears the same name. They were very weary from long travel to the land of free¬ 
dom, their “Promised Land,” Canada. Their weariness, however, seemed to drop 
from their shoulders as they knelt in prayer to God, thanking Him for their 
freedom and new life. 

A small settlement was founded and much time was spent there clearing off 
the trees and tilling the soil for homesteads. After a long day of labour the men 
would spend their evening hewing out logs to build a place of worship, a small 
log cabin that served as a church. 

A few years later the government granted them property for a church and 
graveyard. At that time the population began to increase and they needed a 
larger church, so in 1851 they erected the brick church on which I had noted 
the inscription. And how did they get the bricks? According to the minutes, 
each man, after work, was to make a certain number of bricks a night. On the 
completion of the brick building the laymen chose Rev. M. J. Lightfoot as their 
first pastor. 

It would take a book to relate all the happenings that occurred during the 
years, but there are some things that must not be omitted. These people often 
held prayer meetings in the homes of the different parishioners. 

REV. I. H. EDWARDS 

Was the pastor of Amherstburg, Sandwich and Puce First Baptist Church 
and was born in Jamaica in the West Indies. 

There he received his education, being a graduate of Mico College (English). 
He took a post-graduate course with the Oskaloosca College in Pastoral Theology, 
and completed in 1916 his Bachelor’s Degree. He also acquired a considerable 
knowledge of music. • 

For the past 27 years he has served in the Gospel ministry, the past 15 of 
which have been spent consistently in serving churches of this Association. 
During the period from 1932 until 1938 he served as moderator, representing 
this Association at the Ontario and Quebec Convention. 

Through his representation the Home Mission Board of that convention 
learned of the sacrificial conditions under which our few pastors laboured, and 
generously volunteered assistance in the support of a pastor, to all needy 
churches wishing to come under their missionary care. 

Excerpt from "Pathfinder of Liberty and Truth/' Amhurstburg Association, 1940, Page 50. 

Alvin McCurdy Collection, Amhurstburg. 


110 


THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SANDWICH 

As early as the year of 1843 regular Sabbath services were held under the 
auspices of the Baptist Communion in Sandwich. During the year 1851 a brick 
edifice was erected on Lot 22 West Peter Street, the corner stone being laid the 
first day of August of that year. 
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ROBERT H. JACKSON 

Who was a deacon of the First Baptist Church and also a member of the town council at the 
time of his death. He died August 14, 1903. 



THE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH SANDWICH 

Erected in 1811. 


'Fool Note: The Township of Sandwich, Past and Present Sandwich, July 6, 1919. Frederick Neal illustrated 
2 Excerpi from The Pathfinder of Liberty and Truth, Amherstburg Association 1940, p. 50. Alvin McCurdy 
Collection. Wild photo's. 
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'DEACON HONORED—Sandwich Baptist Church 
held its third annual Homer Watkins celebration 
Sunday, honoring Mr. Watkins as the oldest deacon 
of the church and for his contribution to church 
activities. Here he receives a flower from the 
pastor of Sandwich Baptist. From left: Rev. J. 
Thomas Garel, pastor. Rev. Hoivard Hallowell, 
True Light Baptist, Grand Rapids, Mich., Mr. 
Watkins and Rev. H. W. Johnson, True Light 
Baptist, Grand Rapids. 


'(Windsor Star, October 1, 1962) 


'In the lower photo are Mr. Dungy (in robe) 
and his son, Mr. Harold Dungy, student at 
Detroit Bible Institute and assistant at the 
baptism. The girl is Bonnie Howe, daughter 
of Mrs. Juanita Howe, the church’s organist. 


'(Star Staff Photo, Aug. 13, 1951) 
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'The ancient rite of baptism by 
immersion, Sunday, marked the 
opening service of a week of social 
services commemorating the 100th 
anniversary of the laying of the 
cornerstone of Sandwich Baptist 
Church. Rev. H. L. Dungy, pastor 
of the century-old church, officiated 
at the baptism on the banks of the 
Detroit River. The baptism rite 
was preceded by a half-hour service. 

Representatives from other Baptist 
churches in the area attended. 

Left to right in the photo are: Dr. 

J. W Brien a former president of 
the Ontario-Quebec Baptist Con¬ 
vention ; Rev. L. F O’Neil, assistant 
pastor of Temple Baptist Church; 

Mrs. H. R. Nobles, representative 
of the Women's Mission Board; 

Mr. Dungy, and Dr. Noble, pastor of Temple Baptist Church and president of the Ontario- 
Quebec Baptist Convention. Standing in front of the group is nine-year-old Wendel Dungy, a 
son of the Sandwich Baptist Church pastor. 








B.M.E. CHURCH SENTINEL OF PAST 

<Reprinted from The Windsor Star) 

ESCAPED SLAVES BUILT HISTORIC WINDSOR EDIFICE 

On Sunday, August 22, 1948, a new pastor, Rev. Ernest A. Richardson, steps 
into the pulpit of the British Methodist Episcopal Church in Windsor, succeed¬ 
ing Rev. F. 0. Stewart who goes to St. Catharines and Niagara Falls. Mr. 
Richardson comes to Windsor from London. 

But while there is a regular change of preachers, the old church stands as a 
sentinel of the past, servant of the present and beacon for the future. 

Its cornerstone bears the date of 1863, an important year in the history of 
the North American colored Canadian; for it was on New Year’s day of that 
year amid the darkness of the American Civil War that President Lincoln issued 
his final Emancipation Proclamation. 

SLAVES BUILT IT 

Rev. F. 0. Stewart has told me how it was escaped slaves who built the 
church, the men laying the bricks and the women carrying water from the river 
to make the mortar. 

Evidently the church was long in building, for on the authority of Rev. 
William Harrison, retired minister, it was not dedicated until 1868. 

Mr. Harrison’s mother told him long ago that the church was under con¬ 
struction when he was born in Windsor on February 24, 1866. 

Old as it is, the present brick church is not the first one possessed by the 
Windsor congregation. 

An earlier B.M.E. church stood on the location of the parsonage immediately 
to the north of the present edifice, on the west side of McDougall street between 
London and Assumption streets. 

There is an indenture relating to this earlier church, dated November 23, 
1852, between Augustus Tregent of Detroit, “gentleman of the first part,” and 
Wiley Reynolds, Jacob Jones and Martin P. Mitchell of Windsor, yeoman 
trustees of the church. 

APRIL, 1854 

The deed of this church bears the date of April 13, 1854. 

The 1850’s are important for another reason in the affairs of the B.M.E. 
Church, for it was in 1856, following several years of effort that it was set apart 
as a separate organization from the African Methodist Episcopal Church of the 
United States. 

FIRST BISHOP 

The first bishop of the B.M.E. denomination in Canada was Willis Nazery, 
an ordained bishop in the United States. 
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This appointment caused Rev. R. R. Green, pastor of the local church at 
that time to resign, because he had been counting on the position for himself. 

Through the efforts of Mr. Green the so-called “Greenite Church,” a frame 
building, was constructed at the southeast corner of McDougall and Chatham 
streets, on the site now occupied by the Greyhound Rus lines. 

Some of the local congregation went with Mr. Green. 


KNOWS HISTORY 

Rev. William Harrison who supplied the information about Mr. Green has 
knowledge of earlier days in the history of his people. 

During his residence in London, Ontario, where the family lived for some 
years during his childhood, he heard “Mother” Hooper, “Father” Gibbs apd 
others speak of the days of the underground railroad. 

This started in the United States and continued into Canada and consisted 
of white people friendly to the colored. 

Escaping slaves starting out in the morning would know where they would 
be that night. 


THRILLING STORY 

One thrilling story of the days relates to a cold January about a century ago, 
when a party of some 38 escaped slaves crossed on the river to the Essex County 
shore. 

Some of these refugees had nothing but rags on their feet, so dire was their 
distress. Rut in gratitude they knelt down in the snow at the foot of the hill 
and had a prayer meeting, while white people waited at the top of the hill to 
receive them. 

That was many years ago. By 1860, Mr. Harrison tells me, the number of 
escaped slaves in Canada reached its peak of about 45,000. Many of these re¬ 
turned to the United States following the close of the Civil War. 

Today, Windsor has four colored churches besides the B.M.E. 

The B.M.E. is represented in Ontario, Quebec and Nova Scotia, although its 
act of incorporation (1913) allows it to operate anywhere in Canada. 

The head of the B.M.E. denomination is now known as general superin¬ 
tendent and resides in Toronto, although the headquarters of the church is in 
London. 

The local church is somewhat changed since its first days. Improvements 
were made in the early years of the 20th century when the floor was raised, a 
basement added and pews were installed. A new pipe organ and heating system 
have since been added. Andrew Carnegie helped finance the organ. 
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SENIOR CHURCH 
AID SOCIETY 
OF THE 

B.M.E. CHURCH 


Ex-Committee B. M. E. Church. 


In the 1920’s the Senior Church Aid Society was organized, under the 
presidency of Mrs. Wesley Perkins. She was followed by Mrs. Arthur Evans, 
and she in turn by Mrs. Joseph Browning, who has now been president for the 
past twenty years. 

The purpose of this organization is to help the Trustee Board of the Church 
with their finances. The Valentine Tea, which the Society has held annually for 
twenty-five years is always successful, colourful, and the highlight of the year. 

Mrs. Browning is also a representative of the Church Aid Society to the 
Inter-council of Churches, of which she has been a member for ten years. 


'TURN SOD — Ground-breaking ceremonies ivere held Sunday at the site for the neiv British 
Methodist Episcopal Church, located at University and Louis dies. From left: James E. Watson, 
Q.C., Windsor; Alderman Mrs. Cameron H. Montrose, acting mayor; Rev. I. H. Edwards, 
church pastor; Chales E Howard, Detroit; Thomas Millben, Windsor, chairman of trustee 
board; and Dr. A. S. Markham, general superintendent, Toronto „ 


'(Star Staff Photo, June 3, 1963) 

’interview with Mrs. Joseph Browning, April 1967. 
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SMALLEST, OLDEST CHURCH 
OPENS DRIVE FOR FUNDS 

This headline appeared in the Wind¬ 
sor Star of November 30, 1954, and 
following is an excerpt from the story 
it headed: 

The first public appeal for funds 
in ten years is being made today by the 
British Methodist Episcopal Church, 
one of the smallest and oldest congrega¬ 
tions in the city, located at 363 
McDougall. 

In making the appeal, Rev. I. H. 
Edwards pointed out that the present 
structure was built in 1856, replacing a 
frame structure that was erected two 
years previously. While the church has 
done tremendous work in the neigh¬ 
borhood, it is now obsolete and must 
be replaced if it is to continue that 
work. . . . 

The program was started in the 
early 1800’s when the first slaves began 
trickling into the Windsor area after escapin 
South. 



MISSIONARY SOCIETY 
B.M.E. CHURCH 

Seated are Mrs. F. O. Stewart, Mrs. 
Ida Mae Jones, Mrs. S. Garret. Stand¬ 
ing, left to right, are: Mrs. James 
Robbins, Mrs. Claudia Taylor, Mrs. 
Ona Richerson, Mrs. Leon DeShield, 
Mrs. James Jacobs, Miss Margaret 
Jackson, Mrs. Elmer Kennedy and 
Mrs. O. P. Chatters. 


from slave pens in the American 


On April 13, 1854, the land on which the church now stands was deeded 
over to the tiny congregation, and a small frame church erected. It served as a 
place of worship lor two years until it was sold and moved from the site. 

In its place came the present church—a church built by the hands of the 
congregation. Women carried water from the Detroit River and mixed the 
mortar while the men did the actual masonry work. 

Through the years, the community has changed from a residential to a 
commercial district, but the need for Christian education remains just as strong 
as ever. 


To make sure that this education is made available, members of the con¬ 
gregation have undertaken the big job of erecting the new church, with the 
financial assistance of city residents who want to see the task completed suc¬ 
cessfully. 


1)7 





'One of the highlights of the lawn social held by the British Methodist Episcopal Church at 
the home of Mr. and Mrs. Ted Talbot of Windsor Avenue, Monday evening, teas the presenta¬ 
tion by the Rev. I. H. Edwards to Miss Eleanor Jeanette Woodcock of Detroit, formerly 
of Windsor, who received her Masters of Arts Degree in Religious Education from the Oberin 
School of Theology in Ohio. Pictured from left to right are Mr. Edtvards; Mr. Charles R. 
Lawson, president of the educational board of B.M.E., which sponsored the presentation, and 
M iss Woodcock. 


VStor Staff Photo, Aug. 24, 1955) 
Picture Windsor Chamber of Commerce. 
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Star Staff Photo, October 19, 1963. 
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Session at Chatham — 1891 

Father Binga seated fourth from left side; Father Davis seated next, by table; Rev. J. H. 
Washington, Moderator, on other side of table. 



Centennial Session at Windsor, 1940, meet at the First Baptist Windsor, Mercer Street. 
Pathfinders of Liberty and Truth Amherstburg Association. Photo copied by Wild. 


120 










jil 

:;i ji'?=iii>iiijiH:.^J 

it J:~,r:iili JjT*|| 


Jf/Ml 


i — .niiii — imniBAB:-* 


AsH'MIII fll 


P|« 

msm 



ff 

U 



' 



f 






# • f 








FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH, WINDSOR, ONTARIO 

May 24, 1967 marks the 114th Anniversary of the founding of the BAPTIST 
FAITH in this city. Success in years gone by has served as a milestone to both 
Spiritual and financial aid to Christian and sinner in the Kingdom Building. 

Matth. 16:18 Upon this Rock I will build my Church and the gates of hell 
shall not prevail against it. This must have been the thought of our beloved 
founder as he crossed over to our land. He, with many other God-fearing men 
and women of the South, founded many churches in this fair Dominion of ours. 

So it was with our beloved Founder, Rev. William Troy, a native of Virginia. 
He^ began church life in Windsor in little home Prayer Meetings in the year 
1853. Some Services were held in a house on the west side of McDougall St., 
north of Albert St. (now University Ave.). 

It was later in this year that Rev. Troy journeyed to England to gain the 
Grant from Her Majesty, Queen Victoria (for you know Canada was not yet a 
Dominion and all grants must come from the Crown). While there he collected 
funds to make possible the building of the church on the East side of McDougall 
St. north of Albert St. During his absence Rev. Chase of Detroit carried on. 

In those days the Deacons (pillars of the faith) were Father Cole, Sam 
Harper (grandfather of Mrs. Nettie Robinson) Allen Sydney, Stephen Jones 
(grandfather of Mrs. Josephine White), and Stephen Holland. These men and 
their wives, with other laymembers under the leadership of Rev. Troy, by 
untiring efforts saw the cornerstone laid May 24, 1858. 

Since Rev. Troy’s time little is known under the leadership of Pastors Bon¬ 
ner, Rickman, Binga (founder of Amherstburg Baptist Association), Larter, 
Davis (grandfather of Rev. H. L. Talbot) I. W. W. Brown, Gibbs, Faulker, Redd 
(grandfather of Mr. H. Watkins), T. G. Johnson, T. J. Henderson, M. Browning. 
This covered a period of about 36 years, which marked progress and strife alike. 

In October 1902 a ybung man in tbe person of Rev. R. L. Bradby became 
pastor. During his Pastorate five outstanding mile stones were crossed, namely: 

(1) He attended Bible School and was ordained to the Ministry. 

(2) Four men were ordained to the Ministry, S. L. McDowell, C. L. Wells, Mr. 
Moody and Charles Lawrence. 

(3) Activities of the young Christians and churchgoers were organized into 
B.Y.P.U. and Literary Society. 

(4) Basement of the church was repaired, Mr. Sam Harper chairman of the 
Committee. 

(5) Revivals conducted by Rev. Morris were a spiritual inspiration and many 
were added to the Cburch. 

Let us recall a few of the lay members of Rev. Bradby’s time: Pap Gordon, 
Mrs. Ross, Mrs. Cobb, Mrs. Nored, Mr. Bob Baker, Mr. Sam McDowell, Mama 
Slireve, Mrs. Kitty Smith. I mention these members because they in their indi¬ 
vidual way, affixed themselves in the hearts of the churchgoers. 

Rev. Bradby resigned Dec. 1, 1909 to accept a call to Toledo and later to 
Detroit where he served the Master till his death as pastor of The Second Baptist 
Church of Detroit, Michigan. 

Coming to us from Toronto on Dec. 9, 1909, a very able, intelligent man of 
God was Rev. E. E. Thompson. He was truly an organizer and his pastorate was 
a marked success in many ways. 

(1) His ability to preacb and teach ranked second to none in our community. 

(2) He organized Dorcas Girls, Busy Bees, Junior Choir, M.C.A. and toward the 

end of his ministry he divided the Church into 12 groups to raise money for 
a building fund. Out of these groups the Colonial Club came into existence 
and gave many years of valuable service, with Mrs. Dolly Washington, the 
organizer, and president until 1945. ^Continued 
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(3) Mr. Conquest was ordained. 

(4) Revivals during this period were very successful and many were added to 
the church. 

Rev. Thompson resigned to accept a call to Dayton, Ohio in 1914. Years 
later he was called to Cambridge Mass, where he served until his death. 

From our own community and reared in this town came our next leader, 
Rev. C. L. Wells. Though young in the work he had plenty of vim and Christian 
zeal. His earnestness was shown in his untiring effort to do for the church. 

(1) With such staunch helpers as Deacons John Jones, Robert Baker, C. G. 
Stewart, Jas. Nall, C. S. Hardiman, A. M. Johnson, John Craig, Albert Wells, 
J. W. Providence, Edward Levi and the ladies, Sisters Ida Parker, Minnie Nall, 
Lucinda Dunn, Mary McDowell, Elvia Banks, Dolly Washington, Lizzie Monroe, 
Emily Levi, Miss Emma Ware, Miss Annie Stewart and many others the corner¬ 
stone of our present church building was laid May 24, 1915. In October of the 
same year we were able to occupy our new Church. How proud we felt. GOD 
HAS BEEN GOOD. We praise and thank the Master for leading us this far. 

(2) llie Guild was then organized with Mrs. Minnie Nall the president, We are 
indebted to this Society for this Pulpit Furniture and pews. 

(3) Henry L. Talbot was ordained. 

In 1920 the church gave Rev. Wells permission to attend Lynchburg College. 
While there he resigned in 1922. 

Rev. H. L. Talbot, who had been assistant to Rev. Wells, became pastor in 
October, 1922. 

Quite a number were added to the church during his short stay and the 
work continued with Mr. I. C. Parker, chairman of the Deacon Board. In 1925 
Rev. H. L. Talbot resigned. 

In December, 1925 Rev. H. L. McNeil came to us' from Detroit. In the short 
time he was here he established: 

1) Budget System 

2) Community Forum 

3) Bible Class for young Converts 

In the summer of 1927 he resigned to accept a call to Toronto. Later he 
went to Dayton, Ohio. In 1953 Rev. McNeil came to be our guest speaker. 
Shortly after, while attending a Convention, he passed to the Great Beyond. 

In the latter part of 1927 Rev. A. R. James came to us from Toronto. His 
short stay proved quite stormy but no church can always be on the mountain 
top. Periods such as this prove to the community that unsurmountable dif¬ 
ferences can be overcome. The vital fact is to keep our hand in the Lord’s 
Hand, pray to win the victory, then we shall weather the storm. Rev. James re¬ 
signed Feb. 6, 1931 to accept a call to Wilmington, Delaware. 

The Deacon Board stepped in and Rev. Arthur Randall, Detroit was called 
to serve as pastor from 1932-33. He laboured hard to restore harmony and 
instituted a program called “applied Christianity.” 

Rev. H. L. Talbot was recalled Feb. 12, 1934. During his stay: 

1) The Usher Board reorganized. 

2) Pollianna Girls revived. 

3) Roy Dungy preached his Trial Sermon. 

4) Several were added to the Church. 

Following are some historical details compiled by the late Eunice Kersey, 
daughter of the first historian, Mr. James L. Hyatt; and by the present historian, 
Mrs. Gladys Van Dyke. The Pastor, Rev. M. Brown was kind enough to make 
this material available to the author. 

In the Fall of 1937 Rev. Talbot resigned. He pastored in North Buxton and 
Dresden until ill-health forced him to retire and for several years was a bed 
patient. In January 1959 God called him to his eternal reward. 
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FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH HISTORY 

For about one year the Deacons took charge until the Fall of 1938 when 
Rev. C. L. Wells was recalled. 

1) He organized the Official Board. 

2) Did a great deal of definite Bible teaching in the Prayer meetings. 

3) Created a helpful relationship with Detroit Hartford Ave. Baptist Church. 

4) Was a leading force in establishing the Christian Workers’ Conference and 
Executive Board of the A.R.M.B.A. to promote the work of the Association. 

5) Made visits to different Communities in the interest of the race. 

6) Intensive drive, financially, to lower the Mortgage and repair the church 
property. 

Rev. Wells became ill and passed to be with his Maker just before the 
cement floor of the church basement was completed. His last sermon was 
preached on Good Friday, April 7, 1944 at the A.M.E. Church, at which time he 
was stricken and died April 15, 1944. 

In February, 1945 Rev. M. Brown, our beloved Pastor, entered the Pulpit as 
our leader. Needless to say much has been accomplished in Christ’s Name both 
spiritually and financially. At this date our financial burden was $3,900.00. 

(1) Vast improvements have been made in the Church and Parsonage, includ¬ 
ing repairs of the Tower, cornices, interior decorating, parsonage bricking, 
furnace, new front steps, purchase of graduated chairs and other supplies 
for the Sunday School. 

(2) A new organization. Emergency Club, has done much to the better well¬ 
being of the Church. In 1962 the Boys Club was formed, leader Mr. 
Howard Tolson. 

(3) Other lively working groups include the Helping Hand Society, Women’s 
Missionary Circle, Young Women’s Missionary Circle, Deacons and Trustees 
Board, Church School, Sunshine Mission Band, C.G.I.T., Explorer Group, 
Senior and Junior Choirs. 

(4) Our pastor was married in the summer of 1946 to the former Mildred 
Needham. On August 7, the Church honoured the newlyweds with a 
reception in the Church School Room. 

(5) On May 24, 1950 we are happy to witness the burning of the mortgage. 
God is still good to us. Let us continue to praise and thank him for our 
many blessings. 

(6) Two of our young men were ordained—in Aug. 1949, Brother Andrew 
Talbot, at Puce during the Association—on Dec. 9, 1951, Brother Clarence 
Jones, at North Buxton, First Baptist Church where he was pastor. 

(7) The Church aided greatly in sending our Pastor and Wife to the “Baptist 
World Alliance” in London, England, in the summer of 1955. 

(8) A Stewardship Committee, set up to promote Mission giving has proven a 
marked value and success. 

(9) Revision of the Constitution and Bylaws, given much intensive study, was 
accepted by vote in Feb. 1959. Out of this we have a new Board—Deaconess 
Board. 

(10) In the summer of 1950 a new project was launched under the chairmanship 
of Deacon Lawrence Jones, namely the Memorial Organ Fund. In May, 1960 
the Organ was installed and in Jan. 1961 the full payment was made. God 
has abundantly blessed us in reaching this goal as a Monument to our 
children. 

(11) 1961 was ushered in with a week of prayer and the second of revival meet¬ 
ings with Rev. J. Frank McMillan, Toronto, the Evangelist. In February 
we shared a week of Prayer and Praise to honour the Anniversary of our 
Pastor. 

(12) Church Membership in 1945—98—Many have been added, mostly young 
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people brought to the saving knowledge of Christ. Today our Roll has 250 
members. 

A remnant from the old McDougall St. Church building is still actively wor¬ 
shipping with us—Sister Josephine White, Sister Eloise Taylor, Sister Josephine 
Fields, Sister Victoria Ross, Brother Arthur McDowell (Honourary Deacon). 

To those who have passed, .let their memory be a Beacon Light to us who 
are still working in God’s Vineyard. Let us work more zealously to ever point 
the way to Christ that souls may be won to the Glory of His precious name. 
Eunice Kersey, Historian. 

Deceased Feb. 5, 1966. 



In the above picture, seated on the above step is Marcelle Day. Standing in the second row is 
Miss Alta Jones, head of the Mission Band of the First Baptist Church, Linda Talbot, Chris Ann 
Legebow, Debbie Kidd, visiting Rosa, Dolores Dean, and Patty Alexander. In the third row: 
Shelly Day, Charmaine Scott, Donelda Scott, Mary Lynn Carter, Della Wright and Carol Carter. 
In the fourth row: Randy White, Ian Shreves, Brian Shreves, Terry Sims. In the fifth row: 
Allan Shreves, Blaine White, Garry Sims, Donald Wright, Randy Watkins, Douglas Wright and 
Mr. Henry White, Superintendent of the Sunday School. 



EXPLORERS 

Canadian inter Church group of Junior Girls. Mrs. Mildred Brown is the Councellor, Mrs. Della 
Wright Chief Explorer. Front row Explorers are: Doris Wright, Della Wright, Carol Carter, 
Carman Elliott, Violet Elliott, Marra Thompson, Ruby Tolson, Adrian Dean, Alene Dean, 
Veolia Dean, Kim While. The group with the “V TIE” is the Canadian Girls in Training, with 
Mrs Patricia Alexander, leader. Back row: C.G.I.T Pat Alexander, Donna Wright, Doris 
Wright, Debbie Tolson, Lolite Revels, Lenore White, Wanda Scott, Diana Scott, 
Janice pierce, Kathy Talbot, Gladys Sime. 
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REV. CHAS. LEVI WELLS' 

The late Pastor Wells was born 
in Windsor, and reared in that com¬ 
munity, receiving his elementary 
education there. In 1907, when a 
young licentiate supplying the pulpit 
at Sandwich, he was introduced to 
the Amherstburg Association. 

By studying and application, before 
the session of the following year, he 
became an ordained minister of the 
gospel. 

Other churches of this Association 
which he pastored are Dresden, Puce, 
Amherstburg and Windsor. The pre¬ 
sent edifice at Windsor was elected 
during his pastorate there. 

From 1914 until 1916 he served this 
Association as moderator. 

In 1921 he departed to attend col- 
Rev. C. L. Wells, B.A., B.Th., Windsor lege at Lynchburg, Va. 

During his years in a foreign land his interest in this Association was shown 
by repeated visits to the annual sessions. The Association, in turn made him a 
lifetime member. While in Virginia he pastored in some of the larger churches 
there, and greatly increased his education. 

In 1938 he was invited by home church, Windsor, to return to its pulpit, and 
help clear off their heavy debt. 

The “Macedonian Call” was not unheeded, and we pray that the removal of 
debt might be accomplished. 

'Pathfinders of Liberty and Truth (Amherstburg Association 1940), p.61. 


REV. R. L. BRADBY 

'Born in Kent County near Chatham, where an aunt and other relatives still 
reside, Rev. Bradby was converted through the labours of the saints there. 

He entered the gospel ministry from Chatham First Baptist Church and was 
assisted in his education by donations from the Ministerial Education Fund as 
collected annually and distributed among the licentiates—receiving one year 
$300 from W.H.F.M.S. 

He was pastor of Windsor Baptist Church from 1903 to 1910, during which 
period he served as moderator of the Association for two years. 

In 1910 he became pastor of a Baptist Church at Toledo, Ohio. 

He, too, has shown a great interest in this Association, from time to time, 
and has been made a lifetime member. 

For the past quarter of a century, and more, he was pastor of Second Baptist 
Church, Detroit, Mich., one of the largest coloured churches of that city, where 
many souls have been redeemend and edified through his labours. 


'Pathfinders of Liberty and Truth (Amherstburg Association 1940), p.61. 


126 




CITY OF WINDSOR 

REDEVELOPMENT AREA No. 2 


THE DEPARTMENT OF 

PLANNING AND URBAN RENEWAL 


SCALE l" » i60‘ 


AUGUST 11,1964 









FINAL DAY FOR TANNER- 
LANDMARK BOWS TO PROGRESS 

Another one of Windsor’s oldest buildings—this one a church—gave way 
to the downtown Windsor redevelopment program. 

The 85 year old building of Tanner African Methodist Episcopal Church 
congregation held its final service in October of 1964. Its first service was held 
on July 20, 1890. 

The history of the old building dates back to 1877 when it was built and 
first called Mercer St. Baptist Church. But in 1888, Bishop Benjamin E. Tanner 
—after whom the church is named—purchased the building for Windsor’s 
A.M.E. congregation. 

Although no exact number of the congregation was listed for the beginning 
of the church, Mr. Jenkins said he thought there had been “Between 20 and 25 
families” who were charter members. 

The 1964 service was especially arranged to commemorate the last day in 
the church. A Communion service was held in the morning along with the 
regular preaching services. In the afternoon Rev. Thomas H. Berry and his 
choir from Puce Baptist Church joined with the 50 families of Tanner in 
memorial sermon and a special presentation by the choir. The evening program 
called for a concert by the Windsor Male Choir. 

With demolition of the church scheduled for the near future, the congrega¬ 
tion of the church under its pastor. Rev. L. O. Jenkins, had already begun to 
move some of the lighter furnishings. On Monday, Thanksgiving Day, the build¬ 
ing was officially vacated. 

The congregation was then moved to temporary quarters at the North 
American Lodge Hall, Mercer and Niagara Streets. Mr. Jenkins hoped that, by 
spring, the new Tanner Church, to be located on McDougall would be completed. 

The African Methodist Episcopal Church has a history of one hundred and 
forty years on the Canadian scene. Churches of worship were established in the 
Maritime Provinces, where not only escaped slaves worshipped, but also coloured 
freedmen who were concerned about their spiritual life. 

A very historical church is the Nazery A.M.E. Church at Amherstburg 
which is over one hundred and thirty-five years old. 

Tanner A.M.E. Church has been serving the community of Windsor, 
Ontario for eighty years. The present structure was built by Rev. George A. 
Coates in 1963. 

Bishop Joseph Gomez of Cleveland, Ohio is the beloved Bishop who 
superintends the work of African Methodism in Canada. 

The above details were given to the author by the Rev. George A. Coates, 
Pastor, of the Tanner A.M.E. Church, 733 McDougall St. Windsor, Ontario. 

These details were provided by Rev. George Coates. 
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STONE LAID FOR CHURCH 

DETROIT CLERIC GUEST SPEAKER 

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther Simmons, of St. Steven A.M.E. was the speaker 
Sunday at the cornerstone laying ceremony at Tanner A.M.E. Church, Tuscarora 
and McDougall Streets. 

Dr. Simmons pointed out to nearly 150 members of the church that 
Christianity is a pursuit which ends at the grave. He said religion is something 
to be taught and not caught. 

The ceremonies began at 3:30 p.m. when members of the Grand Lodge of 
Ontario, F. & A.M. officially laid the cornerstone for the new church. 

Following the ceremony, the congregation proceeded to the First Baptist 
Church at Mercer and Tuscarora St. for prayer and benediction and to hear the 
address by Dr. Simmons. 

Dr. Simmons is a member of the judicial council of the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church, the finance committee of the trustee board of Camp Baber, 
Cassopolis, Mich. 



New Tanner Church completed in 1964. 
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' A.M.E. CHURCH MEET—Taking a breather during a recess are three delegates to the Canadian 
District Conference of the African Methodist Episcopal Church. The three day meeting was 
represented by 150 persons and took place in the Tanner A.M.E. Church. From the left: Rev. 
W. II. McGruder, pastor of the church; Mrs. Ida E. Perry, president of the A.M.E. Women's 
Missionary Society for the last 20 years; and Rev. Joseph Brockington, president of the 
association. 


'(Star Staff Photo, April 15, 1958) 



ORDAINED—Highlight of Friday’s session of the 16th Annual Convention of the A.M.E. 
Church at Campbell Church Chatham, saw two members of the church ministry ordained into 
higher office. Myles Esterbrooks, Amherst, NS., lay minister of the newly-established Hazel T. 
Chapel, Springhill, NS. was created an itinerant deacon, and Rev. Lloyd Jenkins Campbell 
Church pastor, became an elder. The newly-elevated clerics receive congratulations from Rev. 
A. G. Coates, Amherst, NS. and a native of Windsor, Ont. From left: Mr. Coates, Mr. Ester- 
brooks, and Elder Jenkins, Mr. Esterbrooks is the first white A.M.E. minister. 



'MEN TAKE OVER—Wednesday was the last day for the annual convention of the Women’s 
Missionary Society of the African Methodist Episcopal Church, held at Campbell Church on 
King St., Chatham. Today is the opening day of the A.M.E. Church’s 81st annual conference, 
which will last until Sunday. From left: Mrs. Harry Smith, Windsor, president of Women’s 
Missionary Society; Bishop Joseph Gomez, Cleveland, presiding bishop at the conference; Mrs. 
Hazel T. Gomez, Cleveland, first vice-president of the Women’s Missionary Society, and Rev. 
Artie S. Harris, Toronto, presiding elder. 


'(Star Chatham Bureau Photo, by Dan Turner, Aug. 13, 1?64) 
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'Delegates of the A.M.E. Church gathered in Chatham this week for the 72nd annual conference. 
Members heard elders of the church present their reports and endorsed the nomination of Rev. 
J. A. Charleston for the Bishopric of the Fourth Episcopalian District. The group shown at 
the close of the afternoon session are, front row, left to right. Presiding Elder Arthur Scotland, 
Ri. Rev. George If'. Baber, Rev. If . C. Perry; centre row, left to right. Presiding Elder M. R. 
Rhonenee, Rev. W. J. Daniels, Rev. Earl Samuels, host pastor, Rev. J. A. Charles Charleston, 
Presiding Elder James A. Aikens. 


'Windsor Star August 20, 1956 



1 MARK LO!\G SERVICE—A cornerstone laying will mark 117 years of service performed by 
Amherstburg’s African Methodist Episcopal Church July 27. Planners of the event are, from 
left, seated, George Coates, president of the Layman’s Organization of Canada; Rev. Lloyd 
Jenkins; standing, Lornie Hurst, assistant chairman of rededication of the church, and Alvin 
McCurdy, historian. 


'(Star Essex Bureau Photo, June 4, 1958) 



Photo—Windsor Chamber of Commerce. 
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CANADIAN AND INTERNATIONAL CHURCHES OF GOD IN CHRIST 


BISHOP C. L. MORTON 

The late Bishop C. L. Morton 
founder of the Canadian and Inter¬ 
national Churches of God in Christ 
of Canada and the U.S.A., was bom 
in Dover township, Ontario, Canada. 
He moved to the United States in 
the early years of his life. He felt 
the call of God as a young man and 
accepted the Lord in his life at the age 
of 17. He felt the call to preach the 
Gospel; he felt the urge to do church 
work here in Canada and began to 
come over from Detroit. He preached 
here in Windsor, Harrow, Amherstburg and even as far as Dresden. He built 
the First Church of God in Christ in Harrow. A short while later he started to 
preach here in Windsor in a small building on Glengarry and Tuscarora streets. 
When these quarters became too small, he started to hold services in an upper 
building over a machine shop on McDougall St. This building later became 
known through his radio broadcast as the “church on the busy banks!of the 
Detroit River.” He started his radio broadcast in the year of 1935 over station 
CFCO, Chatham. The next year CKLW gave him a space for a radio service. 

Elder Morton was ordained Bishop of the Canadian Churches of God in 
Christ in the year of 1935. He was first married to the late Mrs. Nellie Morton 
and they had one daughter. After her death in the year of 1941, he was united 
in marriage to Miss Matilda Stenson of Toledo, Ohio, and to this union was born 
8 children, namely, Clarence Leslie Morton, Jr., George William, James Harold, 
Nancy Elizabeth, Gwendolyn Matilda, Paul Sylvester, Jacqueline Elaine, and 
Jeanetta Delores, all of whom, from the oldest to the youngest, are workers in 
the churches in Windsor and Detroit. 

Ruby, now married, and living in Detroit, has two lovely children and works 
as a leader of the youth. Rev. C. L. Morton, Jr. who pastors both churches is 
married and has one child and is known and loved by the membership of the 
congregations. He is heard each Sunday night over the radio broadcast from 
CKLW at 12:30 p.m. So many listeners say he sounds so much like his late 
father. He has, in the four short years since his pastoring, paid off the church 
of Detroit $24,000.00 mortgage. Rev. G. W. Morton is also a preacher and an 
evangelist and is known as a great singer and gospel preacher. He is also married 
and has one child. J ames is known as one of the finest organists around this area. 
He is a singer and is a minister of music in our churches. He can be heard over 
various broadcasting stations. Nancy is one of the leaders in the well known 
radio choir. Gwendolyn, who has a most beautiful soprano voice, can also be 
heard singing in the choir. Young Paul sings most eloquently and directs the 
choirs in his unique way in the churches. Jacqueline and Jeanetta also sing in 



Bishop C. L. Morton 


’Interview with Mrs. C. 1. Morton Sr. 


132 


the choir. Mrs. M. Morton, wife of the late Bishop who worked untiringly by 
her husband’s side until his death, is also known in her field as a singer and 
retains the title as Supervisor of the Women’s Work of the Canadian and Inter¬ 
national Churches of God in Christ. 

This is a very brief and condensed history of the wonderful works of one of 
the greatest preachers in these times. At his death, as his body lay in state in 
the Detroit church, over 20,000 mourners viewed his body all night long. Visitors 
were present from many parts of the United States and Canada attending his 
final rites. As the great train of cars following his body went down Woodward 
Ave. through the heart of town and through the Windsor-Detroit tunnel the 
cars moved from end to end as this great man was carried to his final resting 
place. His churches still stand as a memorial to him. 

He was well known as Elder C. L. Morton. Many, many attributed their 
salvation and the healing of their sick bodies to his radio ministry. He 
started the church here in Windsor in 1939, which still stands today, on 
McDougall and Elliott. This church has been the host in bringing thousands 
annually to the city of Windsor for the services and the old-fashioned river 
baptismal service every year. Here in Canada he was instrumental in the build¬ 
ing of 5 churches. In the United States he had the leadership of 6 churches. He 
purchased the spacious church at 11520 Woodward St. in the year 1955. This 
church has a seating capacity of about a thousand. The property includes a 
beautiful restaurant known as the Royal Windsor Dining Room, and a large 
parking lot. This property is valued at $100,000.00. 



Church Of God in Christ, Windsor, Ontario. 
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NEW CANADIAN DIOCESE EVIDENCES FLOURISHING 
PENTECOSTAL DENOMINATION 

BISHOP ARTHUR T. HARRISON 

In 1963 the Reverend Arthur T. Harrison, along with eight other persons at 
his home in the city of Windsor, decided to formulate plans for a Church of God 
in Christ in that city. The Church enjoyed success from the start and, through 
its influence, an immediate increase in membership in Windsor. In March of 
1965 the church was chartered with the consent of the General body in Memphis, 
Tenn., as the “Ontario Church of God in Christ”. Reverend Harrison was con¬ 
secrated Bishop of the Ontario Diocese of the Church, which, also in 1965, later 
became International. 

In less than two years the actual membership had grown from eight to 
approximately one hundred, with many non-registered members, and their 
original small building became too small. In the same two years, the Diocese 
grew into five separate churches, in Windsor, Chatham and Toronto, with a 
total membership of approximately 200. Bishop Harrison has the unique dis¬ 
tinction of having a truly mixed diocese of diverse racial and national origins. 

The rapid growth of the diocese made necessary a crash program to build a 
new church in Windsor. The property was purchased and the building of it 
started early in 1967. 

Bishop Harrison enjoys the recognition and respect of both leaders and 
people alike of the City of Windsor. He has a history of very admirable qualifi¬ 
cations covering many decades. 

Arthur T. Harrison was born in the city of Detroit, Michigan, of an 
American father and a Canadian mother, and came to Windsor in 1913. He spent 
his childhood influenced by Methodist doctrines, and the lessons he learned in 
those years proved invaluable to his Christian development. 

In 1930, returning to Canada from Chicago, he found himself almost by 
chance at a church revival being held in the town of Harrow, Ontario by the late 
Bishop C. L. Morton, Sr. He made up his mind, at that Meeting, to dedicate 
his life and services to God, a promise which he has since fulfilled admirably. 
Soon after this, he acknowledged his vocation for the ministry and later esta¬ 
blished a pastorship. He was ordained in 1946 and built his first church in 
North Buxton, Ontario, where he was pastor for several years. At the same time 
he pastored a church in Chatham, Ontario, and even as far afield as Wayne, 
Mich. His experience is great and varied and, that amply qualifies him for the 
position he now holds. 



SS. Union, First Railway - Owned Ferry on the Detroit River. 
Photo: Fig. 134, p. 170 Neil Morrison Thesis, Hiram Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 


134 



The prominence he has attained is not 
uncommon for members of his family. His 
uncle is the late Richard B. Harrison who 
was a Broadway actor. His most notable 
role was the part of the Lord in the well- 
known play “Green Pastures”. Another 
uncle was the great historian of the 
coloured people of Canada, the Reverend 
William Harrison. 

Bishop and Mrs. Harrison have four¬ 
teen children; four boys and ten girls, 
which is in itself an accomplishment. Inter¬ 
estingly enough, Bishop Harrison who did 
not complete his formal education, has 
produced a family of very successful 
children. They are successful, not only in 
their secular activities, but also in their 
active participation in the church and the 
work of the Diocese. 

The eldest child Sarah, aged 36, lives 
with her family in Oakland, California. 

The third daughter, Gloria, 30, also lives 
in California with her family. Their first son, Arthur, 34, is a Managerial Sales¬ 
man in Toronto, Ontario; and the second daughter, Sylvia, 32, is a teacher of 
Vocational Special Education in Windsor. She is also the Junior Department 
Superintendent of an extremely successful Sunday School in the church. 
Sylvia s husband, Burnie, is a trustee of the Windsor church. The Bishop’s 
second son, Charles, 27, is an Industrial Electrician in Toronto, Ontario. His 
fourth daughter, Florence, 25, is an Executive Secretary with the Canadian 
Department of Labor, Department of Engineering, in Toronto. The fifth 
daughter, Inez, 24, is a secretary for the UAW-CIO Regional Office in Windsor; 
she is also a Sunday School teacher and very active in various phases of the 
Youth Department which her husband, Rev. Janies Phillips, heads in the Pro¬ 
vincial Diocese. The sixth daughter, Barbara, 23, is a Secretary in the Guidance 
Department at Romulus Senior High School, Romulus, Michigan, and resides in 
Detroit with her husband, Charles, a teacher at the same School. Barbara is a 
Sunday School teacher, and her husband heads the Young Men’s Christian Coun¬ 
cil of the Church, as well as teaching Sunday School. 

The seventh daughter, Brenda, 21, a certified Dental Assistant in Detroit, 
lives at home in Windsor. She is the Provincial Youth Fieldworker of the 
Diocese. The eighth daughter, 19-year-old Sheil, is a secretary in the Admini¬ 
strative Offices of the Inkster Public School system, Inkster, Michigan. She 
resides there with her husband, Nimrod. Seventeen-year-old Victoria (the ninth 
daughter, eleventh child) is a Senior in High School in Windsor, anticipating 
College next year. She also is a Sunday School teacher and Choir leader. Roger 



Bishop Arthur T. Harrison 
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15 and Robert 14, both still at school, possess fine singing voices which are heard 
in the Church choirs. Last, but not least, is 11-year-old Mozell who has the 
distinction of being the tenth daughter and fourteenth child. She, too has an 
excellent singing voice which is used most often in church. Bishop Harrison has 
a family he can be justly proud of. 

An outgrowth of the church he founded is the unique “Ontario Chorale”. 
This is the Provincial Choir of the Ontario Church of God in Christ, and has 
become one of the most popular singing groups in the Province. Its great day 
came when it received the invitation to perform, in December of 1966, in the 
“Voices of Many Nations” concert sponsored by the United Nations Association 
of Ontario, held in Windsor. The choir was also featured in the 1966 Inter¬ 
national Music Convention of the Church of God in Christ held in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

The Chorale was officially organized in May of 1963, with Mrs. Inez Payne 
as its President and Mrs. Naomi Banks as its Musical Directress, through whose 
enthusiastic efforts the Chorale has since enjoyed singing not only in many 
churches in Windsor and in concerts in Chatham and London, Ontario, but also 
as far away as Wisconsin and as featured choir in many of the sister churches in 
the United States. 

Its magnificent repertoire of Negro Spirituals and Gospel songs and Hymns 
are sung in various unique arrangements, but it is the talented artistry provided 
by the performers which has contributed most to the Choir’s success. 

This music of the Church of God in Christ at present enjoys the distinction 
of being the most popular form of Gospel music the world over. The Church 
has put Gospel into music and, in many instances where a man’s heart has not 
been reached by preaching, it has been reached through the Gospel in song. 



Photo: Windsor Star, Information from Bishop Arthur T. Harrison. 
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ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH 


'The Rev. Edward H. Dewar, M.A., who is credited with founding All 
Saints’ Church, was most scholarly and energetic, carrying on the work at St. 
John’s in Sandwich as well as in Windsor, and interesting himself in all the 
affairs of the growing community. He edited ‘The Churchman’s Friend’ for 
the diffusion of information relative to the Church of England, her Doctrine and 
Ordinances. This, published monthly, was priced at half a dollar per annum. 
During Lent he held evening prayers with a course of lectures every Wednesday. 
He was president of the Mechanics Institute, for which he frequently lectured, 
and which promoted the first public library in the community. The Herald of 
Dec. 12, 1856 says: 

“Mr. Dewar has endeavored to promote the welfare of the village by 

devoting his mental power to the accomplishing of the task of establish¬ 
ing an institution and a library for the benefit of all the residents.” 

He was keenly interested in education. The Herald of Dec. 26, 1856, has an 
article and a letter by him about his attending the examinations in the 
Protestant Common School in Windsor, which he reports to be in a very efficient 
state. But he regrets the lack of interest shown by the parents. “The heart of a 
child,” he says, “is a very tender plant and needs careful nursing.” 

The first years of our history, thus briefly recorded, indicate the lines along 
which the activities of the congregation and its rectors have been conducted, 
functioning vitally in the midst of the community, and interested in the church 
at large. 

Mr. Dewar was succeeded by the Rev. John Hurst, who originally came to 
Canada as a Missionary from the Colonial and Continental Church Society of 
England, to minister to the coloured population which had come across the 
Detroit River a few years previously. Evidently Windsor and Sandwich again 
constituted one charge, for Mr. Hurst was rector of Sandwich too; but in 1863 the 
work of Windsor made such pressing demands on his time that he resigned St. 
John’s to become rector of All Saints’. 

One of the early description of the Church is in the recollections of Dr. R. 
Carney, who first visited All Saints’ in that year, “at which time one had, in 
approaching it from Sandwich St., to cross over quite a gully via a foot bridge.” 
(This was over a stream called “Terre Noir”, which ran from about the present 
Wyandotte Street, emptied at Ouellette into the Detroit River, and was inter¬ 
cepted by a sewer.) “The church did not then have a transept, a steeple, a 
rectory, or a school house.” 

Mr. Hurst made two different visits to England for the purpose of raising 
the funds so urgently needed, both for the church, and for the coloured people, 
whom he or the rector continued to serve. A report for the Society for the 
Relief of Coloured People states that he raised S1200 for the Church through the 
Colonial and Continental Church Society. In his work among the coloured people, 
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he was assisted by his wife, and a lady who came out from England. In 1870 the 
transepts and chancel were added, the work being completed in 1871. This con¬ 
gregation is therefore indebted to England for the Church proper. In 1871 Mr. 
Hurst appealed to the congregation for sufficient money to buy the ground 
south of the church; and the rest of the block, on which Sunday School, parish 
buildings, and Rectory now stand, became the property of All Saints’. In 1873 Mr. 
Hurst resigned to become Secretary of the Colonial and Continental Church 
Society. 


Excerpt from the 1870 Annual Report of the Colonial and Continental Church Society. 



Francois Baby House. 















VIEW OF WINDSOR CHURCH 

As the Rev. J. Hurst was unable to give a detailed Report of his Mission in 
consequence of his absence in this country collecting funds for this already twice 
enlarged church, now needing further enlargement, he has forwarded us a letter 
from his daughter, who has long been an earnest worker among the coloured 
people under her father’s care. 

Mr. Hurst thus writes as to the result of his tour in England: 

“The collection for the enlargement of my church has amounted to some¬ 
thing over 900 pounds, as may be seen by the account in the Society’s office; 
besides this I have spent 20 pounds on commission for my parishioners, bringing 
up the net amount of the collection to 920 pounds. I need not say that I feel 
very thankful for this result of my appeal, and I take this opportunity of thank¬ 
ing the Committee, through you, for the encouragement my appeal has received 
from them. You will see from the above statement that the condition on which 
the Committee kindly promised me a grant of 50 pounds has been fulfilled, and 
I shall be glad if they will carry out this proposal, as the amount of 1,000 pounds 
must be raised, or a debt will remain on the church.” Secretary of the Colonial 
and Continental Church Society. 



All Sainls’ Church, Windsor, Ontario. 


'Taken from "Through Ninety Years, 1855-1945", All Saints' Church, Windsor, Ontario. 
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ASSUMPTION 
FOUNDED 
1857 

In September of 1857, 
Assumption College was 
formally opened by the 
Jesuits. The first building, 
which remained in use 
until it was demolished in 
1965, had three stories. On 
the first were facilities for 
the faculty and the dining 
hall; on the second, four 
classrooms and on the third one large dormitory. The Jesuits taught here 
until 1859 when they were replaced by a group of Benedictines who remained for 
four years. When the Benedictines left in 1863, Mr. Theodule Girardot, a local 
business man, attempted to reinvigorate the college by bringing in new teachers. 
However, after a few years of fruitless effort, he admitted defeat and boarded 
up the windows. When the threat of the Fenians, an Irish nationalist group, 
beanie a reality in 1866, the townspeople armed themselves as best they could 
with shotguns, axes and even pitchforks to protect themselves from the radical 
Irish sympathizers from the United States. 

The building was soon reopened, this time to serve as a barracks for the Port 
Hope Infantry and Regimental Band. Finally, in 1870, the Basilian Fathers 
established themselves at Assumption. They scrubbed the floors, painted the 
woodwork and washed the windows in preparation for the fifty-eight students 
who would enroll in September. A new era in Assumption’s history had 
begun: one that was to culminate in an act of Parliament giving Assumption 
university status. 

The college was in very poor financial shape as shown in the excerpt from a 
report bv Fr. Dennis O’Connor, the first Basilian superior: “There are in the 
College, belonging to it, about 45 bedsteads, 7 desks for study, 4 tables for the 
refectory, about a dozen old chairs, and 4 or 5 stoves, and that is all . . . there 
is no furniture in any of the masters’ rooms, no mattresses, no bed clothes, no 
furniture for class rooms and so on for the rest.” 




'This picture, taken in 1895, is of a mission house which was built for the Assumption Parish 
in the 1780’s. 


George F, Macdonald collection, Hiram Walker Museum. 
1954 Year Book Ambassador. Editor Arthur Weingarden. 
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These early students 
were required to bring 
their own mattresses and 
bedding in addition to 
their books. They obtained 
water from a pump in the 
yard. 



The next few years were 
good ones for Assumption, 
and it soon became evident 
that more space was neces¬ 
sary. Therefore, in 1875, 
the cornerstone was laid 
for a new wing, and only 
nine years later the administration building was completed. Assumption was 
now a thriving college continually growing and improving. 


Under The Ambassador Bridge is the first 
University in the city of Windsor. 


By 1907 a complete system of gas lights had been installed. This same period 
saw the construction of a new chapel with a capacity of three hundred and fifty. 
The student’s life was more severe in those days than now, as revealed in the 
1902-03 Catalogue on the page entitled, “Discipline.” 

“The use of tobacco is strictly forbidden.” 

“Incorrigible sloth or giddiness will not be tolerated.” 

“Boxes of eatables sent from home are not encouraged by the faculty.” 

In 1919 Assumption became one of the colleges of the University of Western 
Ontario. Assumption was the largest of the affiliates of the University of 
Western Ontario. In 1919 there were the three buildings previously mentioned, 
as well as the students’ residence, St. Michael’s Hall and, adjoining it, the new 
gymnasium. Enrollment continued to swell until once again the existing faci¬ 
lities were inadequate. Under the guidance of Father D. L. Dillon, C.S.B., who 
became superior in 1922, an extensive building program was undertaken. The 
older buildings were remodelled and a magnificent Arts Building was con¬ 
structed. 

The 1940’s saw more new buildings on the campus, the Memorial Science 
Building and an extension to enlarge the gymnasium, to be called St. Denis 
Hall. 

Perhaps 1953 was the most significant year in Assumption’s history; for 
in the spring of that year Assumption was granted a charter giving her univer¬ 
sity status, and affiliation with the University of Western Ontario was terminated. 
By 1956 Assumption University of Windsor was composed of University College, 
Essex College, Holy Names College and Holy Redeemer College; with full 
academic rights and privileges. 
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Assumption University 1954. 


The Lancet, University Student Newspaper, September 28, 1962. 
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COLOURED SCHOOL TEACHERS IN WINDSOR 

It was with the greatest difficulty that the names of these coloured teachers 
were obtained, as teachers are classified in Canada by ability, not by race, so it 
may be that these names do not make a complete list. 

It must be noted that when the coloured people first came to Canada from 
the U.S.A., it was natural that they should have their clergy and the brightest 
of their group to teach the others, whether adults or children. Later, other 
groups came to help out. They were people of the church usually: Anglican, 
Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Quakers, etc. This practice was no different from 
that of any other group settling in Canada. 

There has been a greater emphasis put on education in the last 50 years 
than ever before but still greater emphasis put on education in the last 25, yes 
5 years and this is the reason that more young men and women are finishing 
school. There is a greater demand for capable men and women to’fill job open¬ 
ings. The parents are instilling in the children preparedness for the time when 
opportunity presents itself. There is a growing positive action in the younger 
group. This is being given them not only by their parents but by the churches, 
the teachers and industry and business itself. They are asking for people who 
can deliver — and more and more the coloured are delivering. They are 
finishing not only high school and technical school but college and university. 
This is helping Windsor grow and as Windsor grows so does Canada. 

The average Windsor coloured youths are having more faith in themselves 
and their destiny. They are doing as the great writer Emerson said, “Trust 
yourself,” “every heart vibrates to the iron strong.” The coloured youth of our 
community are doing what their grandparents did before them—getting 
stronger, as that great literary genius. Sterling A. Brown, wrote a few years ago 
in his poem — “They are getting stronger.” The youth are fanning the tiny spark 
of possibility within themselves into a flame of achievement. 

One of the first coloured teachers we have been able to trace was Aunt 
Jenny Johnson who lived in Windsor and celebrated her 100th birthday on 
the 20th of July, this Centennial year. 

Other coloured teachers, not in order but as we obtained them, are: Miss 
Ada Kelly, now Mrs. Ada Whitby of New York City, Miss Eunice 
Hyatt, who taught at Mercer Street School, and married Mr. George Kersey, 
now deceased; the late Lydia Lightfoot Johnson, who married Dr. Harold 
Johnson, a dentist in Detroit; and Ann Smith Benson, who taught at Benson 
School, and who is now deceased. Ann Smith Benson was a fine art teacher, as 
well as being a fine artist. 

Some of the present day school teachers and their schools are as follows: 
Lorrane Freeman, appointment 1964, teaches at Prince Charles. 

Mrs. Gloria McCurdy, appointment Sept. 1966, teaches at Northwood. 
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PUBLIC SCHOOL TEACHERS 


Shirley Harrison, appointment Sept. 1957, resigned June 1960, taught at Gordon 
McGregor and Western. 

Cleata Morris, appointed 1958, 14 years at S.S. #2 Chatham, now teaches at 
John Campbell. 

Ken Stanton, appointment Sept. 1965, teaches at J. E. Benson. 

Bernard Smith, appointment Sept. 1963, teaches at Marlborough School. Has 
one of the finest young choral groups in Canada. They are singing at Expo 
67 this year. This is a mixed group of boys and girls from various schools 
and faiths and races in Windsor. 

Veryln Ladd, appointment 1958, 19 years experience at S.S. #13 Raleigh 
Township, Ont. She teaches at Prince Edward School. 

Emerson Talbot, appointed 1961, taught in Sandwich East System, now teaches 
at Coronation School. 

Mrs. Betty Kelly, appointment 1949, teaches at Victoria School, formerly at 
Acton. 

John Perry, appointment 1963, had a world of experience teaching for 2 
years at S.S. #1, Valora, Ont. which is north of Port Arthur and Fort 
William. He was appointed to Windsor School System in 1963. He presently 
teaches at F. W. Begley. 

Mrs. Lois Brown, appointed in 1963. She had 1 year, 7 Y 2 months experience at 
S.S. #11 Colchester South, now teaches at Dougall Ave. School. 

Mrs. Nancy Tumpkin, appointment 1963, teaches at Dougall Ave. School. 

Joyce Shadd, appointment 1966, 4 years in Chatham, now teaches at J. A. 
McWilliam. 

The above are Public School teachers. 


SECONDARY SCHOOL 

Elaine Dennis, B.A., appointment 1964, teaches at Vincent Massey. 

Mrs. Sylvia Hurst, appointment 1964, teaches at Alicia Mason. 

Abraham Shreve, appointment 1963, teaches at King George. 

Spurgeon Montague teaches High School, appointment 1962, W. F. Herman 
Collegiate. 

Mrs. Louise Rock, Essex Sun Parlor School. 

The above list was obtained from Windsor Board of Education. 


Mrs. Purnie Ray. September 26, 1967. 
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SPURGEON G. MONTAGUE 

Mr. Montague is a High School teacher, on the staff of W. F. Herman 
Collegiate Institute in Windsor. He has a B.Sc. in Industrial Education and has 
completed the requirements for his M.Ed. degree at Wayne State University, 
Detroit. 

Born in Jamaica, West Indies, in 1929, Mr. Montague came to Canada in 
1954 after a course at Mico Teachers College, in Jamaica. In 1955 he attended 
Ontario College of Education and began his Canadian teaching career that year 
at Dundalk District High School. In the same year he married Ellen Brown, 
also from Jamaica. 

In 1957, Mr. and Mrs. Montague came to Windsor, where he taught at 
Gordon McGregor Public School. In 1962 he was appointed to the staff of 
Herman Collegiate. Since living in Windsor, he has been an active member of 
St. Paul’s Anglican Church and later, a member of its board of Management. 


ELLEN E. MONTAGUE 

Ellen Brown attended Bethlehem Teachers College in Jamaica and taught 
for four years. In 1955 she married Spurgeon G. Montague, and they have three 
children: Christopher, Lori and Kenneth. In June 1957 Mrs. Spurgeon obtained 
a B.Sc. degree in Home Economics, majoring in Dietetics, from New York 
University. 

Since 1963 Assistant Dietitian at Windsor’s Metropolitan Hospital. Mrs. 
Montague also taught Cooking in the Windsor Board of Education’s Adult Even¬ 
ing Classes in 1965 and 1966. She is a Member of the Windsor Dietetic 
Association. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC SEPARATE SCHOOLS 

'The following are teachers at Roman Catholic Separate Schools in the City 
of Windsor: 

Miss Dorothy Ross 
Miss Louise Kelly 
Mrs. Rane Little 


Board of Trustees of Roman Catholic Separate Schools, N. R. Langlois, Secretary. 
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Map of East and West Sandwich Township, about 1850. 


Niel F. Morrison Thesis Fig. 132, p. 168, Hiram Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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THE WESTERN ONTARIO INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY 


F. J. Sheehan, Vice-Principal of the Western Ontario Institute of Technology 
in Windsor, kindly contributed the following details on the School. 


After the Second World War it became evident that Canada’s economic 
growth would create a sharply rising demand for people trained beyond the 
level of secondary school but below the level of University graduation. Noting 
the success which the Ryerson Polytechnical Institute has achieved in training 
people at this level in Business and Technical courses, a group of leading 



The Western Ontario Institute of Technology 
815 Mercer St. 

Their names and parents’ addresses 


Windsor citizens successfully petitioned the 
Ontario Department of Education to have a 
similar institute started in Windsor. In 
1958, The Western Ontario Institute of 
Technology, Windsor, was officially opened 
to serve South Western Ontario. It offers 
three-year diploma courses similar to those 
given at Ryerson in Chemical, Electronic 
and Mechanical Technology, and Business 
Administration to secondary school stu¬ 
dents who have completed the fourth year 
of a five year program or equivalent work 
acceptable to the Institute authorities. 

An evening class program is offered to 
assist people who wish to upgrade their 
educational qualifications beyond the 
secondary school level in the technical and 
business fields. 

It is apparent from the enthusiastic 
response displayed by students to our en¬ 
rolment program and by industry to our 
efforts to find positions for our graduates 
that the Western Ontario Institute of 
Technology, Windsor, has been accepted 
as an integral part of the community it 
serves and that it will continue to flourish 
and grow in the years to come. 

are as follows: 


Name 

Bryce Shreve 
Arthur Whited 
Jim Robbins 
Michael Robbins 
Leonard Milburn 


Year of Graduation 

1961 

1964 

1966 

1967 
1967 


Parent’s Address 
North Buxton, Ontario 
Windsor, Ontario 
Fletcher, Ontario 
Dresden, Ontario 
Chatham, Ontario 


Information from the principal, April 1967. 
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SENATOR DAVID CROLL M.P. 

The following is taken from a speech by Bernard Newman, M/.P., in Legislature of 
Ontario Debates, No. 104, May 23, 1967, Afternoon Session. 

Senator David Croll’s name stands out for me, as he was once the mayor of 
the fine city of Windsor and also the Liberal member to the Legislature from 
the riding I have the honour and privilege to represent, Windsor-Walkerville. 

The coloured people, though small in number, have in an unobtrusive way 
contributed continually to the culture of this country. As early as 1628 they 
settled in Canada, but it was not until 1833, with the abolition of slavery in the 
British Empire, that their numbers increased. 

Just prior to the American civil war an estimated 50,000 of their number 
called this land their home. Their numbers in the skilled and professional 
classes is continually increasing. The city of Windsor has had an alderman for 
many years. Dr. Roy Perry. Dr. H. D. Taylor had been a member of the board 
of education for over a quarter of a century. Mr. James Watson is presently the 
solicitor of the city of Windsor. How can one forget the name of the Honorable 
member for Etobicoke, Mr. Len Braithwaite? 


ALINE ADAMS 

The following is an excerpt from the Windsor Star of July 29, 1950. 

Aline Adams, 18 of 960 Mercer Street, Windsor, is a young lady with a 
purpose. What she has already accomplished in her 18 short years, and what 
she plans to accomplish in the years which lie ahead mark her as outstanding, 
regardless of race, colour or creed. Miss Adams is an unusual girl, one who is 
willing to postpone or even forgo marriage until the dream of her young life is 
an accomplished fact. 

When Miss Adams graduated from Patterson Collegiate this year she was 
announced as winner of a $1,200 scholarship for general proficiency, awarded 
by Fisk University in Nashville, Tennessee. This is the first time the scholarship 
has been won by a Canadian girl. More than that, she had managed to make 
her personality felt in a number of ways ... to make a contribution to her school 
which will be remembered for many years. 

In addition to garnering the scholarship, Miss Adams left Patterson Col¬ 
legiate with this record. She won her school letter, the coveted “5” pin, the star, 
her three-year honour pin. More than that, she won the Windsor and the WOSSA 
senior girls oratorical contest, speaking on “The Chinese Communists.” This 
speaking contest alone is one of the most hotly contested student activities in the 
entire district of western Ontario. 

She was a member of the girls’ athletic and publicity committees at school; 
the basketball, volleyball and track teams; was runner-up for girls’ champion¬ 
ship in track. 

Aline is one of the most popular young ladies in Windsor. Her hobby is 
dancing. 

Her ambition is to make a contribution to the City of Windsor . . . one 
which will be felt for generations to come. She plans to become a social worker, 
and is working toward a Ph.D. degree. She plans to locate in the United States 
for a time, then to come back to Windsor and build the best youth centre 
Windsor ever saw. 

During the summer months Aline is employed as a playground supervisor 
at Broadhead Park. 
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ARNETTA LAMAE GLENN 


She was born October 27, 1929, in Chatham, Ontario, and raised in Raleigh 
Township, better known as North Buxton. Her father was Clifford Shreve of 
Raleigh Township and her mother Margaret Garrel of Windsor. Arnetta 
received her schooling in North Buxton, Chatham, and Windsor, Ontario. She 
married Mr. Robert Glenn of Charlotte, North Carolina, and they have three 
children — Carol Margaret 17, Robert Anthony 13, and William Jason 9. 

She is now an instructor of cosmetology at Ivan R. Sales Hairdressing School 
on Wyandotte Street. Since Mr. Sales opened his first school in Windsor in 
1954, he has opened others in London, Collingwood and Toronto. 

Mrs. Glenn studied at the first school. When Mr. Sales later moved to larger 
quarters, Mrs. Glenn attended as a teacher of all the subjects the 1200-hour 
course involves, from ethics to electricity and light therapy. The picture shows 
the graduating class of 1967. 

Mrs. Glenn believes that this is a great day of opportunity for all, so what 
special comments she might make are not directed only to youth. She would 
say to every individual, “Assess your talents, cultivate them and then give of them 
toward the betterment of self and all mankind.” 

Her hobbies are constructive conversation, gardening,' bridge, travel and 
reading non fiction books. She hopes in the future to study French and Italian 
languages and learn to paint if time permits. 



Left to right — FRONT ROW: Ida May Wild, instructor, Janice Stone, Carmen St. George, 
Pamela Demarco, Lena Capaldi, Diane Tarnowski and Mrs. Orville (Sally) Roy, manageress. 
MIDDLE ROW: Mrs. Robert (Arnetta) Glenn, instructor; Isabelle Clarke, Elizabeth Gagnier, 
Nicole Henri, Candice Monk, Yvonne Perdue, Rosemary Acchione, Lynda Fife, Brenda 
Brissette and Margaret Sutherland, instructor. BACK ROW: Luba Dorakovska, Georgette 
Cousineau, Georgette Lebert, Dayle Pare, Jane Belanger, Maria Salinitri and Louise Bernice 
Smith. 


Interview with Mrs. Glenn, May 1967. 
Photo: Wild Studio. 
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Sandwich, Windsor and Amherstburg Railway Company latest 1967 G. M. Diesel buses! This is 
the most modern bus that can be purchased as of this date. 


letter, W. H. Furlong, Morch 28, 1967. 
Photo W. H. Furlong. 








FIRST GRADUATE COLOURED NURSES 



Colleen L. Campbell Marian V. Overton 


Believed to be the first Coloured girls ever to graduate from a Windsor 
hospital are nurses Colleen L. Campbell, Dresden and Marian V. Overton, 
Windsor. Both were members of class 1948 from Hotel Dieu. 



Hotel Dieu Hospital March 1954' 


Picture Windsor Chamber of Commerce 1 
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CECILE WRIGHT 


With her eyes fixed on the future toward an ambition that is a blessed one, 
Cecile Wright graduated as a nurse from Windsor’s Hotel Dieu Hospital. 

Born in Montreal, the Windsor nurse came to this city with her mother in 
1937. She was educated at Mercer Street School and at the W.D. Lowe Vocational 
School. 

Miss Wright has always been a devout Roman Catholic, and a worker in 
her church. While still a student, the nurse at school suggested that she con¬ 
sider nursing as a career. The more Miss Wright thought about it, the more 
certain she was that it was the one career which could combine her natural 
concern for the sick and her love for the church. 

Orphaned in 1947, Miss Wright never lost sight of her goal. It was not an 
easy job but she was successful: not only successful, but one of the most popular 
student nurses Hotel Dieu has ever known . . . with fellow nurses as well as with 
patients. 

One of her brothers completed six years in the American Navy and another 
was a resident in Detroit. She has five sisters. 


Hotel Dieu of St. Joseph School of Nursing Graduates 


Frieda Parker (1950) 
Letitia Burke (1952) 
Dorothy Richards (1953) 
Agnes Scott (1953) 

Lylia Walls (1955) 

Helen Turner (1956) 
Theresa Patterson (1956) 


Cecile Wright (1950) 

Eleanor Wright (1956) 

Colleen Campbell (1948) 

Myrtle Peterson (1961) U. of Windsor 
(1963) Head Nurse—Pediatrics Ward 
Marion Overton (1948) 

Bernice Wright (1954) 


NURSE’S AIDS 


Mary Robbins 1965 full time 
Barbara Barker 1966 full time 
Thelma Fletcher 1965 
Cathleen Butler 1959 

Received information from Mrs. G. 


Betty Simpson 1966 
Carmen Jackson 1966 
Ida Revels 1961 
Joyce Colquhoun 1964 

Richards, Miss Shirley Marcliand. 
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ISABEL NALL HOSKINS 


Daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charlie G. Nall of Windsor, Isabel Nall was one 
of Canada’s few coloured graduate Laboratory Technicians, and the first of her 
race to graduate from Grace Hospital in that capacity. 

Mrs. Hoskins was a graduate of F. W. Begley School, Patterson Collegiate, 
Holy Names College of Assumption University and Grace Hospital Training 
School, and has qualified for both the Canadian and the American Registry. 

Her husband is Lt.-Col. Harold Hoskins of the United States Air Force and 
they have a family of two, a boy and a girl. 

Mrs. Hoskins is a great-niece of Richard B. Harrison, who played the “Lawd” 
in the play, “Green Pastures”, on Broadway. 



Photo: Windsor Star. 


Salvation Army — Grace Hospital. 
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THE SALVATION ARMY —GRACE HOSPITAL 

Following is a list of coloured nurses and laboratory technicians employed 
at Grace Hospital: 

Miss Marilyn Brooks — Merlin District High School, Grades 9 & 10. Attended 
Chatham Kent Secondary School, Grades 11 & 12. Registered Nursing 
Assistant at above school. Commenced at Grace Hospital, Windsor, June 20, 
1966. 

Miss Tallulah Jenkins — Dr. H. D. Taylor School, 1954-1959. Forster, 1959-1965. 
I.O.D.E. Hospital, R.N.A. course 1965-1966. Commenced Grace Hospital on 
August 1, 1966. 

Mrs. Evelyn John — Nurse’s aide. Born Montserrat, West Indies. Cork Hill 
Government School, 1951-1962, W.I. Commenced May 23, 1966. 

Mrs. Brenda Bowers—Birth place West Indies. Elementary School, Nystra, 
W.I. Burton House High School. Nurse’s aide at Princess Margaret 
Hospital, Jamaica. Commenced January 9, 1967. 

Miss Melba Nurse — Born Barbados, West Indies. Elementary — St. Patrick’s 
Girls School 1945-1952. Modern High School 1952-1958. Secretarial Course, 
Windsor Business College, 4-week aide course at Grace Hospital Windsor. 
Commenced on August 17, 1966 as nurse’s aide. 

Mrs. Edna Miller — Born Brandon Hill, Jamaica. Brandon Hill Elementary 
School 1948-1960. Dartmouth High School. Kennedy Collegiate, Grade 13, 
English & History. Nurse’s aide course at Grace Hospital. Commenced on 
March 25, 1967. 

Miss Florence Morris — Born Brandon Hill, Jamaica. Brandon Hill Primary 
School 1949-1961. Grade XI certificate. Nurse’s aide course at Grace Hos¬ 
pital. Commenced on March 22, 1967. 

Mrs. Marjorie Dyce — Born Jamaica, W.I. Alpha Elementary 1930-1938. St. 
Martin’s High School 1938-1945. Kindergarten School teacher, Jamaica 
Nurse’s aide course at Grace Hospital. Commenced November 19, 1966. 

Mrs. Sue Onohua — Born Nigeria. Elementary and secondary schooling in 
Nigeria. General nursing and midwifery at St. Luke’s Hospital, Anua Llyo, 
Nigeria, 1961. Commenced July 4, 1966. 

Mrs. Portia Green — Student Nurse, Grace Hospital. 

Miss Joe Ellen Bissell — Student Nurse, Grace Hospital. 

Miss Isabel Nall — Lab. Technologist (1955). 


’The Salvation Army Grace Hospital, Windsor, Ontario, Mrs. M. Little, Reg.N., Assistant Director of 
Nursing, March 30, 1967. 
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METROPOLITAN GENERAL HOSPITAL 


The hospitals of Windsor, Ont. never designate a person by their race, creed 
or colour, which I know is very good; but by deep searching I was able to find 
the following coloured people as employees: 



MRS. DORIS SHADD WHITE 
Maiden name Doris Shadd. Graduate of Chat¬ 
ham Memorial Hospital, Class 1954. Works at 
Metropolitan Hospital, Windsor, Ontario. 


Barbara Henderson _____ Admitting Clerk 

O. P. Chatters, Kenneth Rock, H. D. Taylor _ Medical Doctors 

Dr. Roy Perry _... Dentist 

Mildred Brown, Charlotte Maxey___ Medical Typists 

Rhoda Harris ___Nurses Aide 

Bonnie Shadd, Doris White_Registered Nurses 

Naomi Banks_____Reg- Nursing Asst. 

Arnold White_ Stationary Eng. 

Anna Marie McCurdy, Amherstburg_ Student Nurse 


’Metropolitan General Hospital, James B. Rodgers, Assistant Administrator, March 29, 1967. 
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THE CANADIAN RED CROSS SOCIETY 


HOME NURSING 

Over a period of many years approximately fifteen women received their 
Home Nursing pins. 

Mrs. Eugene Steele has taught Home Nursing classes since 1958 and received 
a Certificate of Merit in recognition of her volunteer service. 

Mrs. Alton Parker is a member on the Board of Directors of The Canadian 
Red Cross Society, Windsor Branch. She is also chairman of the Volunteer 
Nursing Service, which position she has held for four years. Mrs. Parker is the 
recipient of a Certificate of Merit and Badge of Service. 

The Windsor Art and Literary Club presented a wheel chair to Windsor 
Branch Red Cross for their Loan Cupboard. 

The Certificate of Merit is awarded to volunteers who have given five years 
of loyal service to the Red Cross Society. 

The Badge of Service is awarded to volunteers who have given outstanding 
service to a Red Cross Branch for a period of ten years. 


WOMEN’S WORKROOM 

For eight years members of the First Baptist Church have met once s 
month in the Red Cross Headquarters to sew for Red Cross. Members of the 


present group of sewers are: 

Mrs. L. D. Shreve--------Convenor 

Mrs. Manola Assarica ---Certificate of Merit 

Mrs. Anna Johnson 

Mrs. Lavina Lucas- Certificate of Merit 

Mrs. Emogene Shreve 

Mrs. Gladys VanDyke-Certificate of Merit 

Mrs. Ella White-______-____- Certificate of Merit 

Mrs. George Kersey (deceased) - Certificate of Merit 

Mrs. Della Keczum 
Miss Victoria Ross 
Mrs. Volia Washington 


(Miss) M. Mothersill 
Executive Secretary 


The Canadian Red Cross Society 
1226 Ouellette Ave. 
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Population of Windsor and London, Ontario, 1851.1941 . Rates of population increase for 
Detroit, W indsor and London, Ontario since 1880 in each instance. 



Willistead Art Gallery, W indsor, Ontario. 

Page 173. Fig. 139. Neil F. Morrison Thesis. Hiram Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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RIVER VIEW HOSPITAL 


Formerly East Windsor Hospital 

1. Historical Background 

’On March 4, 1931, the East Windsor Health Association was incorporated 
as a non-profit sharing Corporation. The Charter provided for the establishment 
of a sanatorium for consumptives. 

The East Windsor Hospital carried on as a tuberculosis sanatorium on 
Pillette Road until August 18, 1938, when the Corporation by order-in-Council 
was authorized to operate a hospital for incurables at the same address. 

In 1940 the premises known as the Belle Isle School, the present location of 
Riverview, was rented from the Board of Education. Other units were closed 
and all patients (98 in number) were transferred to the new location. The 
building was purchased by the Corporation in 1941. New additions were added 
in 1942, 1946 and 1950 with money provided by the City of Windsor, the County 
of Essex, the Federal Government, the Province of Ontario and private sub¬ 
scriptions. 

The present accommodation is 260 beds, four of which are reserved for 
Oxygen therapy. 

2. Aims and Objectives 

To play a prominent part in the total community programme by providing 
a comprehensive service for chronically ill and geriatric patients. As a part of 
this service, our rehabilitation programme provides an invaluable service 
directed towards the improvement in functional status of patients suffering from 
chronic diseases. 

During your visit to the hospital you will have the opportunity of observing 
and participating in a type of nursing not normally experienced in a general 
hospital. We trust that from this experience you will realize the part we play 
in relieving the demand for beds in general hospitals. 

NURSING DEPARTMENT — ON STAFF, APRIL 1967 

Mrs. Carol Walls _________ Nursing Aide 

Miss Marilyn Shreve___Nursing Aide 

Mrs. Effie Kersey __ Nursing Aide 

Mr. Vernon Brooks _______ Orderly 

Mrs. June Hurst ___ transferred from Dietary to Nursing Aide 

Mr. Nada Thiruchelvan _____ Physiotherapist 

FORMER STAFF MEMBERS 

Miss Raty ___ Reg. Nurse 

Mrs. Donna Marie ScottJNursing Aide resigned to take R.N.A. course at I.O.D.E. 

Mr. Brian Assarica____Orderly 

Mrs. Sylvia Jackson ______ Nursing Aide 

Mr. Joe Lewis _____ Orderly 

HOUSEKEEPING — ON STAFF, APRIL 1967 

Mrs. Mildred Patterson ___ June 26, 1965 

Miss Sandra Brooks.... Sept. 25, 1965 

DIETARY — ON STAFF, APRIL 1967 
Betty Johnson _ Oct. 19, 1964 

interview with Mrs. Eleanore Blair, April 26, 1967. 
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LAND FORMS OF 
SOUTHERN ONTARIO 


.PENINSULA: 


LOCUS trine Ploins, Youthfi#y Dissected, 
mn Plo.n» o! Glociol Drift (Wisconsin S'oqe) Youth¬ 
fully to Moturety Dissected 
flBtf Complei Mozoic of Locustrine ond Drift Ptoins, 
Abondoned Streom Chonnels. Dissected Cuesto 
Escorpments. 

Cuesto Escorpments' 

1-Block River. 2-Niogoro 3‘Onondogo 
— Boundory of Lourention Shield 
e<n*e o« -o» .« i93i »932. i9S5. V-.——^--—i 


Start of the W ar Time housing project in Windsor 1941 . 


Niel Morrison Thesis, Hiram Walker Museum, April 1967. 
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Hiram W alker Grain Corporation Ltd. 1965. 


Photo — Hiram Walker publication department, Hiram Walker, Riverside Drive E. 
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MRS. GALE ANN MAE BOST (nee Carter) 

In June 1960, Gale Ann Mae Carter graduated from Patterson Collegiate 
and decided to attend the Harry E. Guppy High School of Commerce, where 
she enrolled in a commercial course, finishing in June 1961. 

Meanwhile the Government of Canada was having a competition for steno¬ 
graphers to be stationed throughout Canada. The competition was held at Com¬ 
merce, where over 200 applied. A letter arrived from the Government in June 
advising Mrs. Bost that she had been successful and would be notified shortly 
about a job. 

In August 1962 the word came and on November 1, 1962 she began working 
for the Department of National Revenue, Custom and Excise Division at the 
Detroit and Windsor Tunnel Warehouse. 

While there, she was secretary to Mr. R. J. Mossman, Customs Appraiser and 
to ten other Customs Appraisers and two Customs Supervisors. Duties included 
shorthand, typing, filing and making detailed reports. She substituted for other 
stenographers when the occasion arose, both at the Ambassador Bridge Ware¬ 
house and for the Chief Customs Appraiser at the Post Office. 

Towards the end of 1964, she was transferred to the Ambassador Bridge 
Warehouse as a Grade 3 Stenographer. Duties were much the same but a new 
card index for duty and tax items had to be setup. Her boss was Mr. H. A. Finnie 
and now there were twice as many men to work for. 

At present she is working at Hiram Walker’s and has done various important 
jobs due to the fact that it is divided into five different companies. She is in 
the Stenographic Department, where her jobs vary from typing financial state¬ 
ments to being secretary to the Assistant Comptroller of the Parent Company or 
to the President of one of the subsidiary companies. She is what you might call 
a Gal Friday, doing a bit of shorthand, typing, filing, teletype, statements, etc. 
every day. 

Mrs. Bost is married to John J. Bost and they reside at 1780 Ferndale Ave., 
Windsor. 



Mrs. Gale Ann Mae Bost. 
Interview Mrs. Gale and Mae Bost June 4th, 1967. 
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JAMES STANLEY STEELE 

He has been employed with Hiram Walker’s for one year in the Control 
Laboratory as a technician. He graduated from Forster Collegiate Institute. He 
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Steele. 

James’ father is a foreman in the City of Windsor and his mother worked 
for Dr. William Lawson for many years as optometry nurse, and she has also 
worked as a retoucher for Powell Studio in Detroit. They are very popular 
in the young people’s group in Windsor. Mrs. Steele’s father was a master 
plumber. 



James Steele, technician in the Control Laboratory. 
Photo — Hiram Walker’s Public Relations Department, Windsor, Ontario. 
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INDUSTRY 

There are many coloured citizens working in various plants for the purpose 
of building a better community. 

This is the heart of Windsor’s Industrial area, the centre of Canada’s auto 
industry. Concentrated into one small area. Nearly all of which is shown in this 
photograph are the three major Canadian auto producers: the Ford Motor 
Company, General Motors, and the Chrysler Corporation as well as a host of 
smaller “feeder plants” which supply the auto producers with various parts and 
accessories. 

Many other industries are found here also. 
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FORD MOTOR COMPANY 

In 60 years Ford of Canada has contributed S4.5 billion to the economy of 
Canada in the shape of goods and services, wages and salaries, duties and taxes. 
From its dealers and auxiliary industries have flowed billions of dollars more. 

Faced with such facts, faced with the sight of Ford of Canada’s sprawling 
plants at Oakville, Windsor and Niagara Falls, its parts depots and regional 
offices from coast to coast, faced with the daily spectacle of highways alive 
with flitting color, it is hard to remember that 60 years ago many regarded the 
horseless carriage as a passing fad. 

At the turn of the century Canada’s population was five-and-a-half million, 
spread across a land greater in area than the U.S. and Alaska combined. Agricul¬ 
ture was the leading industry and only in a few eastern cities could be heard the 
hum of small manufacturing plants. 

At first the going for the fledgling company was rough. The only auto¬ 
mobile assembly machinery in the converted wagon works was a drill press 
run by a belt attached to a rear wheel of a Model C. 

In 1906 production dropped to 101 cars of which 76 were for export and 
only 25 were sold domestically. Some of the original Windsor shareholders lost 
faith and sold their stock for whatever they could get. Gordon M. McGregor, 
the first general manager, and prime mover in securing the Ford franchise for 
Canada and other Commonwealth countries, was obliged to take time from 
running the plant and acting as domestic and export sales manager to try to 
interest new investors. 

One Windsor man he approached had recently inherited §5,000. With that 
sum he could have purchased one-twenty-fifth of the capital stock of the com¬ 
pany but he told McGregor: “I’m not going to put my money into a fly-by-night 
speculation. I’m going to invest in solid real estate.” The man bought three 
houses. When his estate was liquidated many years later the houses sold for the 
amount he had paid. Had he invested in Ford of Canada he would have been a 
millionaire. 

The impact of Ford of Canada’s achievement over 60 years reaches far 
beyond the boundaries of Canada and the Commonwealth. As the first success¬ 
ful expansion of the Ford Motor Co.‘ outside the United States it provided the 
impetus for further expansion until today the Ford family consists of 27 manu¬ 
facturing, assembly and sales companies employing 110,000 people who build 
and sell Ford products in over 280 countries and territories. 

Benson Ford recently underlined the significance of this when he said: 
“Our management no longer regards this company as an essentially domestic 
firm with foreign affiliations sort of appended to it. We say that Ford Motor 
Company is a truly international company.” 

Truly, the Ford organization could claim title to a sign reading The Global 
Road. 

Information from Mr. Douglas Mackie Public Relations, Ford Motor Company of Canada. 
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AUTO COMPANY WORKERS 

Chrysler Canada Ltd. has been one of the foremost employers since it was 
incorporated in 1925. Mr. E. C. Row and later Mr. Ron W. Todgham were 
presidents who have built the Company into one of the giants of Canadian 
industry. 


There has always been room in Chrysler’s great plants and assembly lines 
for those who are willing to work. 



Sanding deck, Passenger Car Assembly Plant, Chrysler Canada Ltd., Windsor. 
Chrysler Public Relations office. May 1967. 
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A FIREMAN WHO IS A COACH 

Ronald Jones, one of the recently appointed fire fighters, was born in 
Windsor and graduated from Lowe Vocational School in 1963. He worked for 
Ford Motor Company for a year and served 1*4 years as a plumber apprentice. 

He has been with the Windsor Fire Department for 18 months. He is 
married to the former Diane Shreve and they have a young baby. He was a 
football player as well as an outstanding track star. 

He loves to teach youngsters football. He coaches C.K.W.W. team which is 
composed of Pee-Wee players. He has been coaching seven years. Coach Jones 
believes that teaching these teams makes better students and players, as well as 
good citizens. 



Forging automotive crankshafts on 15,000 lb. steam hammer at Dominion Forge. Completed 
forgings are hung on conveyor at once, a method which prevents distortion of hot part. 


Photo — Dominion Forge Limited. 
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MR. ELMER KENNEDY 

’Mr. Elmer Kennedy worked for the 
C.I.L. Salt Company 30 years; he was pre¬ 
sented a gold watch for his twenty-five years 
of service and a gold pin March 8, 1950. 

He was well known for his church work, 
being a member of the British Methodist 
Episcopal Church Choir, and a member ol 
the Windsor Men’s Choir. 

He lived in the old town of Sandwich 
for many years, on Bloomfield Street. After 
a number of years he moved to the city of 
Windsor, to Windsor Ave. 

Mr. Kennedy was married to Miss Hilda 
Smith who was a Dressmaker and Tailor. 

She had her training in Bermuda before 
coming to Windsor. She is a member of the 
Anglican Church in Sandwich. She is a 
member of the Windsor Art and Literary 
Club. 

Mrs. Elmer Kennedy 

’interview, March 15, 1967, Windsor, Ave. Mrs. Elmer Kennedy seated on her 

steps Bloomf ield Road, Sandwich, 1927. 
On her lap is her dog Duke six weeks 
old. 




Tourist Bureau information centre. 


JOHN RICHARDSON 

Mr. John Richardson of 1060 Windsor Ave. has been a resident of Windsor 
for 43 years. He worked for Gaynes Electric Co. for 20 years and was a shipping 
and receiving clerk for 18 years for Eastman Kodak. He is a member of the 
B.M.E. Church and has been a trustee for 20 years. He is a mason. The maiden 
name of his wife was Ona Smith; she was also a member of the Church choir 
for 42 years. She was President of Local Missionary for 10 years. 

'From an interview with Mrs. John Richardson April 7, 1967. 
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POLICE DEPARTMENT 


'Following is a list of coloured members of the Windsor Police Department: 


NAME 

Detective Alton Parker 
Detective Howard Watkins 
Police Constable Kenneth Johnston 
Police Constable David Brooks 
Police Constable James Allen 
Police Constable Charles Peterson 


DATE OF APPOINTMENT 

1942 

1949 

1951 — Traffic Division 

1966 — Uniform Patrol 

1965 — Resigned in 1966 

May 16, 1930—Retired March 31, 1965 



2 Municipal Courts Building , completed 1957. 


Uorne Gill $/Sgt., Windsor Police Department. 
2 Photo Chamber of Commerce. 

Photo from Wild Studio. 
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CITY OF WINDSOR 


There have been many coloured Canadian employees in the Administrative 
Departments of the city of Windsor. They have served the city well. 

Names of City employees: 


NAME 

POSITION HELD 

Mrs. Ella Bell 

Investigator 

Agnes Sopher 

Stenographer 

Walter Jackson 

J anitor 

C. L. VanDvke 

Assistant 
Market Clerk 

Bonnie Morgan 

Secretary 

Beverley McLaughlin 

Secretary 

Beulah Crockett 

Secretary 

Carol Blake 

Stenographer 

Gail Richardson 

Stenographer 


DEPARTMENT 

APPROX. DATE 

OF EMPLOYMENT 

Social Services 

1937 (resigned) 

Social Services 

May l/39-April/41 
(resigned) 

Social Services 

Feb./36-July/40 

Market 

Died July/51 

Social Services 
and Tax 

Jan. 20/47-Aug. 6/48 
(resigned) 

City Clerk 

1955-1958 (resigned) 

City Clerk 

1962-1963 (resigned) 

City Clerk 

1965 (resigned) 

Finance 

June 1, 1966 
(still employed) 



J. B. Adamac, Ctiy Clerk, March 30, 1967. 
Photo: Windsor Star. 
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WILLIAM BUSH 

Department of Parks and Recreation 

'Mr. Bush was employed as a temporary labourer on May 5, 1947 and was 
confirmed as a permanent employee in 1948. Since this time he has gained the 
working status of Skilled Gardener. For a number of years, Mr. Bush has been 
responsible for the Jackson Park Sunken Garden plantings as well as other 
decorative gardens throughout the city. 

His skill as a gardener has been brought to the attention of the department 
on many occasions from those persons who enjoy the beauty of flowers. 


'Following are the names of coloured persons employed by the Recreation 
Division of the Department of Parks and Recreation: 


Miss Nancy Chase 

1963-1964 

Miss Elaine Dennis 

1959-1964 

Mr. George Dennis 

1958-1959 

Miss Lois Hall 

1965-1966 

Mr. Norm Head 

1966 

Mr. John Perry 

1965-1966 

Mr. Emerson Talbot 

1960-1961 

Miss Jacquelin Wayner 

1964-1966 


Playground Supervisor 
Playground Supervisor 
Playground Supervisor 
Playground Supervisor 
Playground Supervisor 
Community Centre Superintendent 
Playground Supervisor 
Playground Supervisor 





’DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS 

CHARLES (CHUCK) HARRISON, FOREMAN 

Lives at 1033 Highland Avenue and works for Department of Public Works 
and has been there for 32 years. 

Chuck was the first Foreman appointed by the Public Works Department 
of the City of Windsor. He has been foreman for 11 years. 

He attended Mercer Street school. He also worked on the boats for 3 years. 
His hobbies are fishing and hunting. He also played baseball and would have 
liked to have been a big league player. 

Chuck is married to Edith Chase of Buxton, Ontario. They have no 
children. Chuck is the nephew of Richard B. Harrison who played The Lord 
in Green Pastures. 

Chuck has always been interested in people. His motto is, “Treat everyone 
right and one is bound to find happiness.” 


The following are the names of men who are foremen for the Public Works 
Department of the City of Windsor, with the time they served with the exception 
of Mr. Charlie Nall who was a Clerk until his recent retirement and Mr. Fred 
Kirby who is now foreman: 


James Steele 

22 years 

Foreman 

Lee Johnson 

13 years 

Foreman 

Harry Morgan 

20 years 

Foreman 

Charlie Nall 

25 years 

Clerk 

Fred Kirby 


Foreman 1967 



Photo.- Wild Studio. 


Old Sandwich Street, 1880. 


'Deportment of Public Works interview, Mr. Charles (Chuck) Harrison. 
J George F. Macdonald Collection, Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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’PUBLIC WORKS EMPLOYEES IN THE CITY OF WINDSOR 

The village, town and City of Windsor has always had Public Works em¬ 
ployees of the coloured race. Many have been foremen and others held key 
jobs. 

l A list of present day employees is given below. These men have done a 
good job in bringing about a better feeling between the taxpayers, the citizens 
of Windsor and visitors who come to our city. 

Name Date of Employment 

Ernest Browning__ Feb. 26, 1935 

Daniel Warren_ Jan. 15, 1943 

Louis Hall_ June 22, 1944 

John Day_ June 23, 1944 

Earl Fields_ June 26, 1944 

Fred Kirby- July 3, 1944 

Gordon Walls_ Apr. 11, 1945 

Melvin Brown____——— July 16, 1946 

Clayton Kirby_ July 16, 1946 

LeRoy Shrebe_ May 19, 1947 

Lloyd Jones _ May 28, 1947 

Garbutt Jackson_ May 3, 1948 

Edwin Powell_ May 13, 1948 

Ernest Boyd_ May 25, 1949 

Freeman Dungy_ July 27, 1949 

Roscoe Revels_ May 14, 1951 

Hugh Lucas_ June 25, 1951 

Sanford Weise_ June 26, 1951 

Donald Martin_ July 21, 1952 

Harold Foster_ Sep. 8, 1954 

Warren Allen_ May 3, 1954 

Nathaniel Colbreath_ May 3, 1954 

William Scott_ May 3, 1954 

Melvin Freeman_ May 19, 1954 

Gerald Browning _________ May 25, 1954 

Robert Saunders ____—.. July 13, 1955 

Wilfred Shreve_ Aug. 8, 1955 

London Whited ______— May 15, 1956 

John Proctor_ June 25, 1956 

Davis Dean _ May 19, 1959 

Marvin Crosby_____.... Feb. 28, 1964 

Gordon Turner_ Mar. 24, 1964 

Richard Davis_ Apr. 13, 1964 

Lawrence Dunbar __ Jan. 18, 1965 

Larry Johnson _ Jan. 18, 1965 

Jack Chase_ Apr. 20, 1965 

Warden Nolan_ Apr. 26, 1965 

John Elliot_ May 24, 1966 

Anthony Chase_ June 6, 1966 

Edmund Dosant_ July 5, 1948 

Alfred Grosse_ June 23, 1944 


’Department of Public Office. 

’April 16, 1967. 
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IDEA PAYS OFF It pays to be an idea man, seven city employees have found. Each of 
them has received a cheque from the city for making suggestions which have increased 
efficiency and cut costs. Getting cheques from former Mayor Michael J. Patrick are; 
from left, James Steele, Harry Arpan, William Broderick and Gerald Browning. 


(Star Photo, April 24, 1959) 
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Downtown Windsor 1930. 


Photo — Windsor Star Staff. 

City Directory, Hiram Walker Museum, Windsor, Ontario. 
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SOME DREAMS DO 
COME TRUE 

t=] 

My recent trip abroad was really a dream 
come true. I had always wanted to go and es¬ 
pecially on the Queen Mary. The mixed feel¬ 
ings at the farewell — meeting new people 
from everywhere—new sights—and new ex¬ 
periences, all made me realize what a grand 
world this old 
planet really 
is. 

Due to a 
strike in 
Southampton, 
we docked at 
Plymouth. 

This had its 
good points 
for it enabled 
me to visit a- 
long the route 
from P 1 y - 
mouth to Lon¬ 
don. In Lon¬ 
don I stayed 
at t h e Hotel 
Rubens which 
is a short block 
from Bucking¬ 
ham Palace. 

Through the' 
hospitality o f 
the Liberian 
Embassy (Mr. and Mrs. Stevenson) I was 
shown the sights of London and “tradition” 
in bloom. I can truthfully say that, at all times, 
I was treated most cordially by all with whom 
I came in contact. 

From London I flew to Paris, and again the 
Liberian Ambassador, Mr. and Mrs. J. Emery 
Knight, were my hosts. Gay Paree—its side¬ 
walk cafes, music, laughter—the Arch of Tri¬ 
umph, the Eiffel Tower — opera, perfumes, 
fashions and gardens were all terrific. My sad¬ 
ness at leaving Paris was soon overcome by 
the awe of the Swiss Alps—beautiful, pictur¬ 
esque Geneva, Switzerland. 


Reprint from the Emancipation Programme. 


Presently I was lost in the anticipation of 
seeing my schoolday chum. Marguerite Gig- 
nac, who is studying opera in Florence, Italy. 
Lovely sunbaked Italy with its colorful houses 
of pale blue chalk, white or ye(Jow—the hills 
flower bedecked—small narrow streets, the dis¬ 
tant mountains — not to exclude the lemon 
trees, the silvery shining leaves of the olive 
trees, all this a sight not soon forgotten. While 
there I was the guest of Marguerite at the 
Villa Schifanoia. This institute of learning is 
under Pope Pius XII and managed by the Do¬ 
minican Sisters. There I met several students 
who were pursuing courses in music, sculpture 
and literature and the atmosphere of this an¬ 
cient place was most conducive to create a 
desire to delve deeper into the arts. One fascin¬ 
ating feature was that the door to the library 
once belonged to the abbey of the composer 
Frederick Chopin. 

From Florence, my friend and I vacationed 
in Rome, Naples, Sorrento, Pompeii, Amalfi 
and down to the famed Isle of Capri. The nat¬ 
ural beauty there, is indescribable and such as 
I had never even dreamed could exist. It was 
exquisitely fantastic—nature at its best, and 
filled one with awe. 

In Pompeii, the old ancient streets which .we 
sauntered along dated back to 69 A.D. and 
the cast of grey that somewhat shadowed this 
wonder came from the giant Mt. Versuvius. 
Back in Rome, we had audience with the Pope 
—ascended the hold stairs on our knees—one 
cannot describe one’s feelings here. 

Then came the day of farewell to Europe, 
and emotions are mixed again. I boarded a Pan 
American plane in Rome—headed for home, a 
short stop in Ireland then away over the blue 
to New York. 

Truly I have had my dream come true. My 
only regret is, that all whom I love and know 
could not have shared it with me. It was an 
opportunity to see that people regardless of 
race, creed or color, do love their neighbor and 
worship the same God. 

The pleasure has been mine to share these 
few thoughts with you and relive it all again. 

Sincerely, 

Phyllis Jeanne Rock. 
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THE FRONTIER CLUB 

The leading club known as The 
Frontier Club was owned by Mr. Jim 
Bolds and was on McDougall Street. In 
later years Mr. Bolds received his charter ">i 

for a Social Club. The Club was in the 
Landon Building at first. It was located 
on the lower floor of this building. The 
upstairs was rented out for club 
activities. The Masons and The House¬ 
hold of Ruth rented this upstairs for 
their meetings. This building was used 
as a Citizen’s Committee meeting room 
where many political meetings were 
held. It was also used as a dance hall for 
the young people. 

On the death of Mr. Landon, Mr. 

Clarence Monroe (Steve) bought the 
Landon Estate out and obtained the charter that Mr. Bolds had and moved the 
club to Brant Street in 1950, which he maintained here until the Redevelopment 
program took this property over and the Club then moved to Mercer Street near 
Wyandotte where it closed its doors when the Redevelopment reached this area. 

Under Mr. Monroe the Club grew and was recognized as one of the best 
clubs in Windsor. They gathered food and clothing for needy people. They 
collected money for the sick and citizens who died and had no money to bury 
them. 




The historic picture of Windsor’s railway yards was taken almost one hundred years ago. 
Notice the third rail. Most of the Canadian cars were imported from England and required 
a wide-gauge track. After the suspension bridge teas constructed at Niagara Falls Canadian 
railways had to construct a third rail to accommodate the narrower-gauge American-made cars. 
An early-model wood-burning locomotive may be seen in the distance. To the left are the 
stockyards at the foot of McDougall Street. At the upper left of the picture is a view of 
Sandwich Street as it looked about 1858. The large building is the British American Hotel, 
then known as the American House. 


'George F. Macdonald. Hiram Walker Museum. 
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THE HARDING FAMILY 

Mr. Andrew Harding was bom in 
Chatham Township - 10th concession, in 
1865, and he married Sarah Holmes 
Spencer. They had a family of six, two 
girls and four boys. 

Mr. Harding was determined to give 
his children as much education as he 
possibly could. They attended the 
country school as well as schools in 
Chatham, Windsor and London. 

Georgina Harding, after finishing 
school, worked for the former law firm 
of Roxborough and Roxborough, De¬ 
troit, for 40 years. 

Wanda Harding Milburn worked as 
a medical secretary. Her husband is a 
fireman with the Chatham Fire Depart¬ 
ment, and they have two boys, Kenneth 
and Leonard. 

Kenneth is a graduate of University 
of Windsor with a B.S. degree and is 
now studying medicine at Western 
University in London, Ontario. 

Leonard graduated from Western 
Ontario Institute of Technology in 1967. 


Mrs. Ann Smith Benson 


Mrs. Ann Smith Benson 
taught at Mercer St. School a 
number of years and from there 
to Wyandotte St. School where 
she taught Art. She moved to 
Detroit and married Dr. James 
Benson and has since deceased. 


MRS. BEULAH HARDING 
COUZZENS 


She had her early schooling in Chatham, later at Teachers College in 
London, Ontario, where she graduated in 1927. She taught school in Shrewsbury 
Public School, later went to Harrow School System where she still teaches. 

During the 2nd World War she was an emergency teacher for the Windsor 
School System. She is married to Mr. Earl Couzzens, a certified accountant 
who works in Detroit, Michigan. 

Mrs. Couzzens is a person who believes in working for her community. 
She belongs to Pivot Club of Windsor, and is a Member of Hour Day Study 
Club and has done work for YWCA Community Service and the first Baptist 
Church of which she is secretary. 


Interview Mrs. Beulah Harding Couzzens 



MEN OF THE ARMED FORCES 

Throughout World War I and II men of Windsor served their country. 
There was a battalion (No. 2) formed here in Windsor which went overseas and 
did its part for their country. Some of those who served in World War I were 
Dr. H. D. Taylor, a captain, Dr. William Kelly. 

In World War II many served in the Army, Navy and Air Force as Jimmy 
DeShield, Roy DeShield, Winston DeShield, Dr. Kenneth Rock. 

Others who are now or were recently in the services are, Joseph A. Morgan, 
in the Army six years (attended Patterson Collegiate); Paul Morgan, in the 
Army three years (attended Patterson Collegiate); Mike Morgan desires to make 
the Army his career. 






ARMED FORCES 


The reason these few names of 
men and women who went into the 
army before or during a war was to 
let the people know that these 
individuals loved their city and 
country. Many died in France during 
the first world war and others. Many 
gave their lives in the second world 
war so that the people in Windsor 
may have a better life. It was Kaiser 
William in the First World War and 
Hitler and his 1000 years of Ayran 
rule in the Second World War which 
fell with the men who were deter¬ 
mined to rule the world as the only 
pure race. 



Learning to drill with a Vickers Medium Machine gun. 


The coloured soldiers and the women who served in World War I and II 
whether in army, navy or air force were determined to die if need be for a 
better life for their loved ones. 


The young coloured people of Windsor are thirsty for knowledge and truth. 
There is an awakening in Windsor in the last 25 years. Many will be leaving 
their mark throughout the world as Ronald McLaughlin has in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia and Thailand and Boston, Mass, in edtTcation; Dr. Roy Perry in civic life; 
Dr. H. D. Taylor in education; Dr. Louis Milburn in medicine psychiatry; Mr. 
James Watson, Q.C. in law and government. 


The young coloured persons of Windsor are a new breed; they are dynamic 
and dedicated to making W indsor a better place to live because they are giving 
more of themselves to their community and their country. It is the hope of 
Windsor that we can keep these resourceful citizens in Windsor. We have lost 
some to the Linited States, as well as other places. We want to keep these 
capable citizens here in Windsor and Canada. We have chemists, engineers, 
architects, builders, etc. in the coloured race here in Windsor. Windsor needs 
them and they need us. 



Head for camp. 


'Star Staff photo, July 14, 1955. 
2 Star Staff photo, July 1, 1957. 
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ARMED FORCES 

The Windsor Regiment (R.C.A.C.), Canadian Army Militia: 

June 1, 1959 Sgt. Allen, Burton Curth Nov. 23, 1942 

June 1, 1961 Sgt. Allen, James Henry May 13, 1945 

May 12, 1966 Tpr. Bishop, Ross Andrew Jan. 19, 1950 

Feb. 12, 1966 Tpr. Crosby, Everett Allen Nov. 16, 1949 

Feb. 13, 1965 Tpr. Day, Arnold Steve May 6, 1948 

Nov. 25, 1966 Tpr. Day, Gerald July 13, 1946 

Canadian Women’s Army Corps (C.W.A.C.): 

Feb. 22, 1962 Day, Veronica Resigned 1964 

(attained rank of Corporal) 



r " MO DlJflg I 


Car Ferry Carrying American Troops to Windsor During the First Great War. 


P. 186. Neil Morrison Thesis. Hiram Walker Museum, Windsor, Ont. 


184 




F/O KENNETH JACOBS 


He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. James A 
Jacobs, 1130 Lillian. He received his com¬ 
mission in 1955 at a weekend ceremony at 
the R.C.A.F. base, London, Ontario. 

Mr. Jacobs is a graduate of Prince 
Edward School and Kennedy Collegiate. He 
began his university education at Assumption 
College, later receiving his B.A. degree from 
the University of Western Ontario and his 
Bachelor of Social Work degree from the 
University of Toronto. He is a veteran of 
World War II. 

On February 14, 1962 Flying Officer 
Kenneth B. Jacobs, 38, was promoted to the 
rank of Flight Lieutenant. He is a welfare 
officer in the special services branch of the 
R.C.A.F. 



Flying Officer Kenneth B. Jacobs 


AIR FORCE 



'(Star Photo, Feb. 14, 1962) 
2 Photo: Mrs. Elmer Kennedy. 
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Mrs. Barbara Talbot daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clarence Talbot. 


Families Today 

CLARENCE TALBOT 

Mr. Clarence (Ted) Talbot, born 
in Dresden, came to Windsor in 1925. 
He worked for the City of Windsor 
for many years. He retired in 1965. 
His wife’s maiden name was Theresa 
Clark. They had one daughter. 

Mr. Ted Talbot was financial agent 
for the B.M.E. Church Building Fund. 
His was one of the inspirations that 
led to the B.M.E. Church moving to 
its new location on University Street. 
He was a mason, a graduate of W. D. 
Lowe’s Evening Classes in General 
Work, and a member of the Men’s 
Choir of Windsor. 

Mrs. Ted Talbot, a dietitian, 
worked for the Detroit Public School 
System until her retirement. 

Interview Mrs. Clarence Talbot April 27, 1967. 


The first tag for this Saturday’s fund raising 
drive by the building committee of the 
B.M.E. Church is sold by Mr. Ted Talbot, 
left, to Mayor Michael J. Patrick. The church 
has set its objective at $100,000 and has been 
working toward a new building for the last 
three years. The present building, more than 
100 years old, is on McDougall, between 
London and Assumption. Mr. Talbot is the 
church’s financial agent and donations may 
be sent to him or to Mr. H. V. Carling at 
the Ouellette Avenue branch of the Bank of 
Commerce. 


Star Staff Photo. 
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OUTSTANDING ACHIEVEMENT REWARDS FOR 
2 SEA CADETS 

'Two Windsor sea Cadets were rewarded Wednesday night at HMCS Hunter 
for outstanding achievement. 

John Newman, 18, son of Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Newman, of 1347 Wellington 
Ave. was officially promoted to chief petty officer — the first sea cadet to be 
promoted to this rank which has been newly instituted for corps of over 150. 

Arlington Kirby, 17, son of Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Kirby, of 943 Church St., 
has been chosen as one of five Ontario sea cadets who will be sailing Nov. 12 on 
HMCS Margaree on a cruise through the Panama Canal. Petty Officer Kirby 
was chosen for this cruise for excellence in general naval training with 
drill, sailing, knots and navigation. 

Chief Newman joined the Royal Canadian Sea Cadet Corps Agamemnon in 
1961. He was promoted from leading cadet to petty officer first class prior to 
receiving his present appointment. 

Windsor Sea Cadets Corps is organizing a recruiting campaign for boys 
14 to 18 years and hopes to recruit some 50 boys to take the training which is 
offered in order to bring the corps up to its full quota of 210 cadets. 



'SHIPMATES — Petty Officer Second Class Arlington Kirby, 17, of Windsor, left, has been 
chosen as one of five Ontario sea cadets to sail on Nov. 12 through the Panama Canal. John 
Newman, 111, right, of Windsor, was officially promoted to chief petty officer. Admiring model 
corvette with the boys is Lieut. C. M. Greenwood, commanding officer of the Royal Canadian 
Sea Cadet Corps Agamemnon. 


'Windsor Star photo and library. 
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CHILDREN’S AID 
SOCIETIES 

The following have given of 
their time to act as board mem¬ 
bers of the Children’s Aid over 
the last one hundred years: Rev. 
I. H. Edwards, Dr. H. D. Taylor, 
Mrs. Ray Watkins and Dr. Roy 
Perry, who was the councilman 
representative. Dr. Perry, at 
the time of writing, is the Aider- 
man representative on the 
Catholic Children’s Aid Society 
Board. 

Madeline Chase, bookkeeper 
for the Protestant Children’s 
Aid Society, is a former student 
Guppy High School of Commerce, where, as well as doing commendable school 
work and athletics (baseball and basketball), she was elected as the most 
popular girl in 1966. 



Madeline Chase, May Queen 1965-1966 
Guppy High School. 




JAMES ROBBINS 

One of the citizens who added to the best in the city in the last 100 years, 
was the late James Robbins, a real builder of Windsor; he owned a great deal of 
property and did community work as well as church work. He was a staunch 
Mason and Exalted Ruler. He married the former Harriet Givens of North 
Buxton who also was one of Windsor’s leading citizens. She was a member of 
Missionary Society of B.M.E. Church; member and treasurer of Windsor Art 
and Literary Club; a member of Willing Worker’s Socialty. She did fine needle 
work and was known for her fine quilts. They had three children; two sons and a 
daughter. The parents gave leadership in the city of Windsor and its community 
life. 



C.N.R. Car Boat 


C.N.R. 

These are some names of the people who worked on the boat:’ James 
Morgan, Marine Fireman on S.S. Huron and S.S. Lansdowne; L. G. Chase worked 
from 1942 to 1966 as a marine fireman; Thomas Morgan, marine fireman; John 
Landon, 1926 to 1959, marine fireman; Harry William, 1926 to 1959, marine 
fireman; Hugh Davis, 1926 to 1964, 3rd engineer. Car Ferry S.S. Lansdowne; 
Oliver Smith, 1926 to 1958, marine fireman; Warren Chase, CNR fireman engi¬ 
neer; Melvin Garyer, 2nd engineer, hired in 1964; Lloyd Mulder, an oiler, 1956 
to 1957; L. H. Morgan, an oiler, 1957 to 1967; E. G. Payne, marine fireman, 
1943-1967; Herman Wilson, 1949 to 1967; G. J. Jones, marine fireman, 1951 to 
1967; L. J. Chase, 1951 to 1967. 


*From an interview with the Superintendent, C.N.R. Office at the foot of Goyeau Street, April 1967. 
Picture from Collection of George F. Macdonald, Walker Museum. 
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METROPOLITAN STORES OF CANADA LTD. 

439 Ouellette Avenue, Windsor, Ontario 

'These stores are in many parts of Canada. They have had a number of 
girls of the coloured race working for them as sales ladies, as the list will 
indicate. 

One for eleven years. Miss Anita Travis, who worked up to be a floor lady. 

These ladies have been instrumental in making the public realize that 
service means happy customers and happy customers come back to buy. 

NAME ADDRESS DATE EMPLOYED OCCUPATION 

Foster, Estella 949 Windsor Ave. Mar. 5,1965-Dec. 1965 Saleslady 

Graves, Patricia 1090 Goyeau Ave. Sept. 20,1961-Jan. 1966 Saleslady 

Millben, Janice 1145 McDougall Ave. Nov. 26, 1966 to date Saleslady 

Millben, Jean 833 McDougall Ave. June 25, 1952-Dec. 1952 Saleslady 

Travis, Anita 1097 McDougall Ave. Oct. 18, 1954-Feb. 1965 Floorlady 

Whited, Veronica 375 Watkins Ave. June 29, 1966 to date Saleslady 

Watkins, Charlotte Windsor 1952 for 9 months Office 



George F. Macdonald Collection—Walker Museum. 

’BARTLET MACDONALD & GOW LTD. 

J The oldest and one of the best known department stores in Southern 
Ontario is the Bartlet MacDonald & Gow Department Store. They have always 
carried out a policy of selling the best at a fair price as well as hiring on ability. 

These are some of the coloured employees who have worked and are now 
working at Bartlet’s: 

Dolores Browning, bookkeeper; Marilyn Shreve; Beverly Brooks; Gladys 
Shreve; Joyce Henderson; Margaret Talbot; Elsie Alexander; Emma Green; 
Marilyn Talbot; Mary Elizabeth Talbot, advertising; Carol Talbot; Glendora 
Brooks; Dorothy Brooks; Josephine Lewis; Frances Shreve; Marrietta Talbot; 
Christian Dungy. 

'Metropolitan Stores of Canada, March 22, 1967. 
interview with Mrs. Gow, Bartlet Store, March 2, 1967. 
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PHILIP ANDREW SIMMONS 



Born September 6, 1941, the son of Mr. and Mrs. Serene Simmons (nee Anna 
Mae Dudley). He has two sisters and eight brothers. 

He graduated from public school and after three years at Lambton-Kent 
District High School, he decided to become a cosmetologist. In 1962 he graduated 
from Fleming’s Beauty School in Detroit and then worked for himself for two 
years. 

He married Joyce Chandler in June 1964 and moved to Windsor. They 
now have two daughters. Upon his arrival he continued working as a salesman 
for New Trend Distributors. In April 1965 he began as a parking lot attendant 
for C. H. Smith and held this position for one year until he had enough money 
to open his own beauty shop. 

The first beauty salon was opened in April 1965 at 976 Howard Ave. and 
closed in October 1966 when it became too small. The second was opened in 
October 1966 at 525 Erie Street E., the only coloured operated beauty salon in 
Windsor since the late Mrs. Lawson’s salon. 

There are two full time operators on the staff, Mrs. Helen Caldwell, who 
has been operating for 12-14 years and Miss Helen Grayer, who has been 
operating for one year since graduating from the Ivan R. Sales Beauty School. 
Both Mr. Simmons and Mrs. Caldwell are graduates of the Fleming’s Beauty 
School of Detroit and are the holders of two certificates, one for the Province 
of Ontario and one for the State of Michigan. 


Philip Andrew Simon’s Beauty Shop. 


Information from Mr. Andrew Simons, May, 1967. 
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Big Holiday 1910. 

JOHN WEBB’S JEWELLERY 

For many years this store has hired coloured employees. 

Salesladies: Winnie Christian Shreve, Effie Ann Kersey, Ruby Richardson. 
Former manager of China Shop: Naomi Edwards. Present manager of China 
Shop: Aszulee Chase. 

'Interview Mr. John Webb, May 1967. 

burroughs Business Machines Ltd., 804 McDougall St., Windsor, Ontario, March 27, 1967. 

'George F. Macdonald Collection—Walker Museum. 


TYPE OF JOB 
Assembler D 


Assembler D 


Assembler D 


Clerk Typist 

Production 

Control 


'BURROUGHS BUSINESS MACHINES LTD.: 

NAME DATE HIRED EDUCATION 

Patricia V. Grady 9-7-60 Grade 10 

Patterson Coll. 

Commercial 

Lois C. Hall 3-7-66 Grade 11, Academic 

Patterson Coll. 

(Previously worked at Parks 
& Recreation as Supervisor 
and Gymnastics Instructor 
T. Marlene Hogan 10-3-66 Grade 12 & 9 mos. 

Commercial 
Patterson Coll. 

Grade 11 

Glendora Watkins 9-7-65 Patterson Coll. 
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‘SMITH’S OF WINDSOR LTD. 


'Following is a list of coloured people who have worked at Smith’s of 

Windsor Ltd. in the past, as well as those presently employed: 

Mrs. Eula Vincent___ Mark. Room Clerk 

April 3/54-Dec. 1964—resigned 

Judith Hogan - Elevator Operator 

Sept. 1963-Oct. 1963 

Mrs. Carol Hughley____ Elevator Operator 

March 1964-May 1965 resigned 

Nyola Shreve--- Elevator Operator & Mark. Room Clerk 

Oct. 1963-May 1964—resigned 

Mr. Serene Simmons _ Janitor 

Aug. 1965-Dec. 1965—resigned 

Mr. Philip Simmons___ Parking Lot Attendant 

May 1965-March 1966—resigned 

Mrs. Sharon Talbot _ Elev. & Sales 

October 1963—June 1965—resigned 

Priscilla Hurst ___ Sales Clerk 

Jan. 1964-June 1964—resigned 

Ruby Morton _ Sales Clerk 

Nov. 1963-June 1965—resigned 

Mrs. Joyce Walker _______ Office 

Dec. 1963-Nov. 1966—resigned 

Frances Wallace ___ Mark. Room Clerk 

June 1964 Oct. 1965—resigned 

Christine Dungy___ Elevator Operator 

Sept. 8-Sept. 12, 1966—resigned 

Mrs. Ruth Wayner__ Sales, Office & Mark. Room 

Part time & Contingent since Sept. 1964. 

Carmen Smith___ Sales Clerk Sign Mach. Op. 

While going to school 1963-65 May 1965—still employed 

Mrs. Barbara Talbot _ Office 

Sept. 1963—still employed 

Mary Ann Wallace _....... Sales Clerk 

Oct. 1963-June 1964 as contingent June 1964—still employed 

Mrs. Bonita Starr _ Stock, Sales 

Oct. 1965-Feb. 1967 as contingent Feb. 1967—still employed 

Students and temporary help: 

Mrs. Ethelwyn Scott; Miss Carol Baylis; Miss Carol Lee; Mr. Ronald 

Robinson; Miss Gloria Hogan; Mrs. Edith Paterson and more . . . 


'Smith’s of Windsor Ltd., (Mrs.) T. Kriss, Personnel Officer, March 31, 1967. 
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CHARLES E. CARTER AND FAMILY 


Elmer Carter is the son of Charles E. and Lottie of Raleigh Township. He 
married Frances Chase on March 14, 1942 and moved to Windsor in July 1942. 
At that time he worked for Auto Specialties and then went to the Ford Motor 
Company in 1943. He was laid off from Ford’s in 1956 and worked for Ross 
Collision Shop for three years. Since 1959 he has worked at Beatty Motors as a- 
bumper and spray painter. They have 6 boys and 6 girls. 

Rudy, another son of Charles, is 32, a graduate of W. D. Lowe Vocational 
School and worked for Windsor Tool and Die on Windsor Avenue. He is 
presently employed as an Inspector at Chrysler Canada Limited, where he has 
been since 1964. Married to Phyllis Jackson, they have 5 children; Ronson, 
Kevin, Ricardo, Dion and Shelly. Rudy plays baseball every year in the Metro 
League and is a very good player. 

Ammerriment 24, married Yvonne Turner and they have one son, Daryl. He 
went to W. D. Lowe Vocational School and worked with his father at Beatty 
Motors and then went to Chrysler’s where he is head painter in the spray booth 
and is experienced in eighteen different jobs. In 1966 he played baseball with 
the Unique Business Team and won the most valuable player award. This team 
also travelled to Calgary to play. He also played in the Metro 444 Hockey League 
and won the most valuable player award for Chrysler’s. He has worked at 
Chrysler’s for three years. 


ELMER CARTER’S FAMILY 

Paul graduated from H. E. Guppy High School of Commerce in 1965 and is 
married to Sandra Papazian who also graduated from Commerce. They have a 
son named Nathan. Paul worked for the Ford Motor Company from January 
1966, until March 1967 as a typist and is now presently unemployed. Paul also 
is a sports enthusiast. Last year he played for the A.K.O. Basketball Team. They 
won the championship here in Windsor and went to New Brunswick to play the 
team finals. They won 3 out of 5 games. 

Carl 18, graduated from King George Vocational School and is now work¬ 
ing as a Stockkeeper at Elgar Furniture Store on Wyandotte St. West. He is 
interested in weight lifting and sports and also is very good at tailoring, which 
he learned while in school. Carl lives at home. 

Randy 16, is now attending King George Vocational School and loves basket¬ 
ball. Joan 15, attends Patterson Collegiate and plans to be a medical stenographer. 
Freda 13, Colleen 11, Cheryl 9, Vauglm 7, all attend F. W. Begley School and 
Meldoy is 22 months old. 
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VICTORIA SCHOOL THIRD GRADE 



DAUGHTER FOLLOWING IN FOOTSTEPS OF MOTHER 

Cattilia Ronrico is the daughter of Hazel Solomon who is studying to be a concert singer 
as her mother. Already she is appearing on stage with her mother in duets. She is now 8 years 
old and is taking singing and piano lessons. She hopes to be a concert singer as her mother. 
Some of the names of the other students in the picture are: Heather Orr, Michael Chase, 
Margaret Davis, Bruce Wintermute, Sherry Bodner, Valerie Grinnage, Gayle. Parker, Heather 
Wilson, Gina Stonefish, Debbie Pope, Dixie Brown, Gayle Robinson, Nancy Martin, Marilyn 
Rinaldi, David Taylor, Terry Gifford and Kirk Marshall. 


'Interview with Hazel Solomon. 
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THOMAS, SOVRAN IN 
RIVAL CAMPS 

Interest will Be Centred on Two 
Great Scoring Specialists. 

The annual “City Series” gets under 
way tomorrow night at the Kennedy 
Collegiate when Assumption College 
Purple Raiders clash with Windsor 
Alumni starting at 8:15 o’clock, and 
seeing action in rival uniforms will be 
two of the all-time Assumption College 
basketball greats, Freddie Thomas and 
Gino Sovran. 



’FRED THOMAS 

One of Windsor's most popular athletes, was 
well known in basketball togs or a softball and 
baseball suit, but seeing him in a football 
uniform appeared strange. Thomas was a whale 
of a football player, and performed well with 
the Assumption College Varsity team, playing 
exhibition games under American rules against 
top small college teams from across the border. 


Port Huron Junior College under the flood¬ 
lights at Windsor Stadium. 


FAMILIAR IDOLS — Neither bas- 
keteer needs any introduction to local 
fans, having had their names in the 
headlines and box scores almost contin¬ 
ually during recent years. 

Thomas, a graduate of Patterson Collegiate, spent two years in the R.C.A.F 
before joining Assumption at the start of the 1945-46 season. Since that time he 
has become the greatest eager in Assumption’s history as well as one of Canada’s 
greatest Canadian cage stars. 

In his first two years with Assumption, he scored a total of 1,012 points, and 
this year, his third, he has already upped his total near the 1,400 mark with six 
games yet to be played. 

Sovran, an All-City great from Kennedy Collegiate, entered Assumption 
immediately upon graduating from Kennedy in 1942, and during three years 
with Stanley (Red) Nantais’ cagers scored an even 1,000 points. This 1,000 
points amazed fans at the time but Thomas, scoring over 1,000 points in two 
years has somewhat dimmed. 



Thomas, Shorgie and Kelly. 


'(Star Staff Photo, Oct. 11, 1949) 

From the Purple and White newspaper Assumption College. 
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MR. AND MRS. FRED THOMAS SR. 

He lived on McDougall Street in Windsor for many years. He worked 
for the City of Windsor for 40 years and then retired. Mr. Thomas was married 
to May and they had five girls and two boys. The first girl, Mrs. Helen Cald¬ 
well is a beautician. She had her early training in Patterson Collegiate. She 
graduated from Fleming’s Beauty School in 1951 in Detroit. She received her 
certificate from Canada in 1951, She is now with Phillip’s Coiffure on Erie St. 
near Howard. Freida Stevenson is a tailor. She had her early training in 
Windsor schools. Dorothy is a housewife; Edith attended the schools in Windsor. 
Hazel attended Mercer St. school and Patterson Collegiate. 

Fred Thomas Jr. finished Patterson where he was an outstanding athlete. 
He also graduated from Assumption College and he was an all star in basketball. 
He is married and teaching athletics in a Toronto high school. George is an 
engineer and teaches at John Campbell School. He finished Patterson Collegiate 
and Teachers’ College in Toronto. 



Ojibway showing the new Windsor Raceway under construction, available industrial acreage, 

and the busy Detroit River. 

HARRY THOMAS MORGAN 

'Graduated from Patterson Collegiate. Married to Virginia Robbins. She 
graduated from Kennedy Collegiate. He has been, the Foreman of Public Works 
for the City for 18 years; Mrs. Morgan works for the Powell Photographic 
Studio in Detroit as a spotter of photos. She has been there for 18 years. They 
have two children, a boy and a girl. They live at 761 McDougall Street, Windsor. 

Harry Wayne> who is attending Patterson Collegiate, is in Grade 13. He will 
further his education at the University. He is married to Georgina Ewasky. 
Wayne was the only coloured boy in 1963-64-65 in Windsor who made the 
All Star and All City Football. 

Sherry-Ann, their daughter is married to Policeman Brooks. She was tops 
in her class at Patterson Collegiate and received pins for her outstanding effort. 
She was the first coloured girl to work in a bank as a teller. They reside at 
1711 Dominion Blvd. and have one child. 


1 —Interviewed Mrs. Virginia Morgan, April 8, 1967. 
Windsor Star photo. 
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HAZEL SOLOMON 

One of this continent’s most 
successful and outstanding dra¬ 
matic sopranos has just returned to 
her home town of Windsor after a 
most triumphal concert tour 
throughout Western Canada. Proud 
indeed are we to introduce this 
talented and personable young 
artist—Miss Hazel Solomon—to our 
readers, for she has brought honor 
not only to this city but to Canada, 
her native land. 

Native land indeed, for Miss 
Solomon is a Canadian of pre- 
Confederation stock who has estab¬ 
lished herself as a singer of real 
and genuine distinction. The rich 
sonority of her voice, her platform 
presence, her unaffected delivery 
and style nave been acclaimed as 
“matchless” by eminent music 
critics in the United States, Canada 
and Newfoundland. She has a superb voice, sweet, brilliant and emotional. Her 
tonal placement is meticulously correct and accurate and her musicianship in¬ 
telligently complete. 

Miss Solomon, who resides at 1235 Windsor Avenue, is staunchly Canadian. 
She has declined many offers to abandon her country but she believes in 
Canadian culture and Canadian artists. Such are the talented personalities 
Canada wishes to keep for her own. 

Her musical education has been extensive. She is a graduate of the Royal 
Conservatory of Music, Toronto, holds two degrees in piano and voice, and also 
is a most accomplished violinist. Credit for her vocal and instrumental achieve¬ 
ments goes to her former teacher. Dr. George H. King of Windsor. 

Miss Solomon’s career (and that still has a long way to go, for she is a very 
young person) has taken her to many distant fields. She enjoys immense 
popularity from coast to coast in Canada, in many of the States and in Newfound¬ 
land, Canada’s 10th province. In Toronto she has been featured at Massey Hall 
and the Eaton Auditorium. She has had her own radio programs on C.B.C., on 
sponsored and sustaining programs over the N.B.C. networks and on the inde¬ 
pendent stations both in Canada and the United States. 

Her reportoire is tremendous, including opera and operatic arias, art 
songs, light opera, musical comedy, folksongs, oratorio and Negro spirituals. 

Hazel Solomon was born at Dresden. At the age of nine, she began her 
musical project with lessons on the violin, to which soon were added lessons on 
the piano and organ. It was, however, for the excellence of her voice that Miss 



Interview Hazel Solomon, May 1967 
Photo by the Windsor Star. 
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Solomon was awarded a scholarship at the Toronto Conservatory of Music and 
received later the degree of A.T.C.M. 

She has appeared in sacred and secular recitals sponsored by many of the 
leading churches, service clubs and musical organizations on both sides of the 
border and has won wide recognition. 

More power to this fine young woman. May her engagements be many and 
her woes few. 

Let Canada do all possible to keep artists of Miss Solomon’s calibre in 
Canada, see to it that there is a fertile field in which they may express their 
wonderful talents and not have to give thought to any economic demands. We 
can get along beautifully without the expatriates if only we can nurture and 
retain Canadians who have set such a high standard of both loyalty and con¬ 
summate artistry as has (and does) our Miss Hazel Solomon. 


WAUNITA HOWE, MUSIC TEACHER 

Mrs. Howe received her degree of Associate Royal Conservatory of Music, 
Toronto (A.R.C.T.). She received her first music lessons from Miss Margaret 
Jackson, Dr. King and Mrs. Eugene Cox McLean. She has been teaching music 
in private homes for 20 years in Windsor and she has taught some outstanding 
students. 


MRS. MAY THOMAS 

Artist 

Mrs. May Thomas attended Central High School in the old Turner building. 
She was one of Windsor’s outstanding musical artists, a concert singer, and sang 
in three different languages. 


MRS. FLORENCE MONTEAU DAWSON 

Artist 

Mrs. Florence Monteau Dawson is the wife of Rev. Dawson, former 
superintendent of the B.M.E. Churches. Florence was an accomplished pianist 
and taught music for many years in Windsor. In later years she commuted 
between Windsor and Detroit, working as a receptionist for the Great Lakes 
Mutual Insurance Company at 82 Hancock St., Detroit. 


Interview Mr». Waunita Howe 
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BOB BOWERS 

Announcer — CBE Radio 

'When Bob Bowers finished high 
school he must have imagined that 
his future lay in the printing business. 
He worked at it for ten years. But 
when you have an announcer’s voice, 
someone is sure to tell you. And 
when this happened Bob entered the 
Ryerson Institute of Technology. 
Three years later, with a diploma in 
Radio and Television Arts, he was 
hired as a disc jockey at Radio Station 
CHOV in Pembrooke, Ontario. Then 
he spent a year and a half as the all- 
night disc jockey at CHED in Ed¬ 
monton, Alberta. He also worked at Television Station CFRN in Edmonton 
and finally joined the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation as a staff announcer 
in the same city. 

Today, Bob is the senior announcer at CBE in Windsor. Thousands of 
Windsor and Detroit listeners awake five days a week to his morning radio 
programme, “Breakfast With Bob” ... a witty and intelligent combination of 
news, conversation and classical music. He also conducts a programme of 
recorded jazz on CBE. His interest in jazz, folk music and classical music means 
that he is frequently in demand as a speaker on such topics. He has also hosted 
several folk music concerts and Emceed Max Ferguson’s live performance in 
Detroit. 

Bob’s spare time also involves him in music: Classical guitar and piano. He 
is currently studying classical guitar, to advance his knowledge of the instrument 
and has completed original compositions for both piano and guitar. 

Bob and his wife Doreen live in Windsor with their two small children, 
Pruitt and Maryla. 




Bob Bowers 


United States automobiles entering Canada via Windsor year ending March 31, 1941. 
Neil F. Morrison Thesis, Fig. 147, P. 178. Photo Wild. 


'Information from Margaret Butcher, C.B.E. Radio staff. Sept. 1967, Windsor, Ontario. 
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RADIO AND TELEVISION 


Radio and Television have made a great 
deal of progress in Windsor. They, along with 
the Windsor Star, are spreading the word as 
to what a great city we have here. C.B.E., 
Canadian Broadcasting Co.; CKLW, CBC; 
and CKWW, (and CJSP Leamington). 

CKLW RADIO 

CKLW Radio started construction in 
February of 1932 and on June 2 of that same 
year, in the heart of the depression, it went 
“on the air” under the call letters CKOK 
with the assigned frequency of 540 kilocycles 
and a power of 5,000 watts. 

It continued operating on this frequency 
until November 6, 1933, when it was moved 
to 840 kilocycles and the call letters became 
CKLW. 

On September 1, 1934, it was moved 
again to 1030 kilocycles. Finally, on March 
29, 1941, it was moved to its present spot, 800 
kilcycles, at the same power of 5,000 watts. 

In 1948, CKLW Radio started con¬ 
struction on its new 50,000 watt transmitter 
located on Highway 18, five miles west of 
Harrow, Ontario. The 50,000 watt CKLW 
went “on the air” September 7, 1949. 



CKLW Chanel 9, 
Windsor, Ontario. 


From 1932, when CKLW went on the air, until 1935, it was a basic station for 
the Columbia Broadcasting System. Thereafter, CKLW became one of the 
Mutual Broadcasting System. This affiliation with MBS was terminated in 
1960. 


u The Sound of Service” — “Serving Wonderful Windsor.” These phrases 
essentially embody the programming policy and basic operating philosophy of 
CKWW. 

News, information, a responsible point of view, a subtle blending of mew 
and time-tested middle-of-the-road music are tightly presented for and about 
Windsor by an informed air staff that combines experience and maturity with 
youthful zest and vigour. 
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Interview Mr. George Macdonald, general manager, CKWW. 
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THE WINDSOR ART AND 
LITERARY CLUB 

First formed 1924 

The Windsor Art and Literary Club was 
organized over 40 years ago for the ladies to 
socialize and do needle work and to read books 
and review them at their club meetings. On 
November 19, 1924 they bound themselves 
together under the leadership of Mrs. Emily 
Levi and Mrs. Laura Hyatt to organize the 
Detroit-Windsor Art and Literary Club. These 
women could see the need of outside interests 
besides the activities of the church and a few 
years later they became the Windsor Art and 
Literary Club. 

They have as their colours rose and grey. 

Their motto is “Keep your face always to¬ 
wards the sun and the shadows will fall behind.” 

Their flower is Forget-Me-Not and their aims 
are social uplift, literary advancement and a 
club house. 

Their art work consisted of all types of 
handwork, knitting, quilting, and plain em¬ 
broidery. They had a representative on the) 

Willistead Art Gallery Exhibit. 

They have civic activities, they sponsored 
many things such as the Assumption College 
fund in 1945, Tornado Fund in 1946, Red Letter 
Fund yearly, hospital work, Goodfellows Fund, 
church groups and the United Coloured College 
Fund in the U.S. They have meetings with 
guest speakers; they have service activities. They 
did extensive work for the Red Cross during the 
war years of 1940-1943; they had Christmas 
cheer baskets before the Goodfellows worked so 
extensively. 

Mrs. Elmer Kennedy, the past treasurer and 
secretary for a number of years, brought in the 
idea to the club to furnish a room in the new 
wing of Grace Hospital and they immediately appointed her and Mrs. Sherman 
McDowell to contact Grace Hospital. Mrs. McDowell also served on this com¬ 
mittee. Mrs. Leon DeShield, president, and Mrs. Charlie Nall, treasurer, pre¬ 
sented the cheque to Major Gladys McGregor, Hospital Administrator The 
Club gave a visiting wheel chair to the Red Cross. 

Their fund raising activity was a cookbook in 1946, compiled by Mrs. Roy 
Perry. They gave donations for youth work in 1940’s and early 1950’s, and 
gave dances for the young people. One year, the highlight of the dance was guest 
Joe Louis when he was at the height of his fighting career. For their recitals, 
they had Miss Camille Nixon of New Orleans and Washington in 1952. They 
gave bazaars to sell their fancy work and in 1950 held a card party at C. H. 
Smith’s in the social hall. Their last fashion show was held at the Prince Edward 
Hotel in 1957. 

Their dream was a club house and in 1942 they purchased a house on 

Interview Mrs. Leon DeShield, president, April 12, 1967. 

Photo Mrs. Elmer Kennedy. 



Some of the members above were taken at 
a picnic at Baby Park many years ago of 
the Windsor Art and Literary Club. Seated: 
Mrs. Morris DeShield, Mrs. Armstead Taylor, 
Mrs. James Hyatt, Mrs. Albert Taylor. 
Standing: Mrs. Adela Small, Mrs. Leon 
DeShield, Mrs. Rachel Providence, Mrs. O. P. 
Chatters, Mrs. James Gibson, Mrs. James 
Robbins, Mrs. Elmer Kennedy, Mrs. Florence 
Monteau, Mrs. George Kersey, Mrs. L. 
Aiken. 
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Windsor Avenue. Mrs. Elmer Kennedy, the first trustee, was appointed and to 
work with her, Mrs. James Robbins, Mrs. Charlie Nall and Mrs. Sherman 
McDowell, Mrs. 0. P. Chatters and Mrs. Roy Perry. In 1945 this property was 
sold and they ’bought a house on Goyeau Street in April 1950. They had the 
misfortune of a fire in the same year. Later in the year they bought another 
house and moved it to the same site, and after the construction was started they 
were informed by City Hall that zoning would not allow them to have a club 
house in this district. They were forced to sell. 

The club is over 40 years old and is still active. The present executive is 
as follows: Mrs. Leon DeShield, president; Mrs. Eloise Taylor, vice president; 
Mrs. Charlie Nall, treasurer; Mrs. Ralph McCurdy, recording secretary; Mrs. 
O. P. Chatters, corresponding secretary; Mrs. O. F. Stewart, sick committee; Mrs. 
S. McDowell, Mrs. C. Meadows, Mrs. A. Burden, Mrs. Roy Perry, Mrs. Elmer 
Kennedy. Members deceased: Mrs. Charlie Lawson, Mrs. Blanche Lawson, Mrs. 
R. Providence, Mrs. Armstead Taylor, Mrs. James Hyatt, Mrs. James Gibson, 
Mrs. James Robbins, Mrs. Florence Monteau, Mrs. George Kersey. The first 
president of the club was Mrs. Rose McDowell. 



MRS. JAMES A. JACOBS—FIRST COLOURED OFFICER ON LOCAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN 
'Five members of the 1945 executive of the Local Council of Women, several of whom were 
returned to office last night unanimously, going over an interesting piece of business. Seated 
left to right, are Miss Eleanor Barleaux, affiliation secretary; Miss Aileen Noonan, president, 
and Mrs. H. R. Nobles, vice-president. Standing are Miss M. Grace Hall, who will serve as 
secretary-treasurer, and Mrs. James A. Jacobs, who was a vice-president of the Council. 


'(Star Staff Photo, Jan. 29, 1946) 
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WINDSOR WOMAN IS FIRST 
CANADIAN TO HEAD 
INTERNATIONAL PIVOTS* 
CLUB 

'A Windsor woman, who has been 
active in church and community work 
since she was 17 received inter¬ 
national recognition when she was 
recently elected first Canadian pres¬ 
ident of the Pivot’s Club, a social club 
for coloured women. The club’s main 
aim is educational assistance. Soft- 
spoken and glamorous Mrs. Velma 
Vincent is new head of the 10-year- 
old club, which has chapters in Wind¬ 
sor, New York, Pittsburgh, Cleveland 
and Philadelphia. 

Pivot’s international convention in 
July 1966 was the first coloured social 
club convention to be held in Wind¬ 
sor. 

ARMSTEAD ATHLETIC CLUB 

This club was founded for the purpose of getting the young coloured 
youth interested in athletics and schooling. The first discussion was held in the 
home of Mr. Walter Perry, with Mr. Walter Perry, Mr. Lyle Browning and Dr. 
Roy Perry being in attendance. The regular meetings were held later in the 
barbershop of the late Mr. Joseph Browning on Wyandotte Avenue where Dr. 
Roy Perry was elected its first president. 

Some of the charter members were Lyle Browning, Velma Vincent, Loraine 
Browning, Charlie Wells, Agnes Sophia, Gordon Lawson, Miss H. Sophia, the 
DeShield brothers—Roy, Winston and Jimmy, Marie Thompson, Winnie 
Christian, Dr. Roy Perry, Herman Jacobs, Everett Ball, Dorothy Talbot, Gladys 
Stanton, Ila Harrison, Nelson Harrison, Archie Ball, Carl Langhorn, and Theresa 
Harrison; many others joined later. The first main project was raising of 
money to give scholarships. The club, under the direction of the first president 
saved over $600. The club was fortunate in obtaining three tennis courts on 
McDougall and Tuscarora from the city. 

The tennis club, called the Armstead Club, prospered and grew under the 
direction of Dr. Roy Perry, who, after two years, resigned as president and was 
elected honorary president. The club continued to grow under succeeding 
presidents, Lyle Browning, Gordon Lawson, Velma Vincent, Charles Goldsby. 
Some of those who received scholarships were: Aline Adams; Dr. Louis Milburn; 
Dr. Howard McCurdy; lawyer Roland Henison; Ronald McLaughlin, engineer; 
Miss Shreves, pharmacist; Miss Louise Kelly, teacher; Miss Sharon Browning, 
librarian; Mr. Kenneth Stanton, teacher; Miss Eleanor Vincent, nurse; Miss 
Shirley Boyd; and Mr. Abe Shreves, teacher. Twenty scholarships were given 
away. 

The acting members now are Mr. and Mrs. Abe Shreves, Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Jacobs, Mr. and Mrs. Ernest Browning, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Glenn, 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kirby, Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Kirby, Mrs. Nelson (Ila) 
Harrison, Mr. Archie Ball, Mr. and Mrs. Everett Ball, Mrs. Velma Vincent, and 
Mr. Simpson. The president is Mr. Lyle Browning, vice president is Mrs. Nelson 
Harrison, treasurer is Herman Jacobs, and Betty Kirby is secretary. 



'MRS VELMA VINCENT 
heads Pivots’ International Club. 


'(Windsor Star Phoio, July 2/66). 
Interview Mr. Lyle Browning 
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HOUR A DAY STUDY CLUB 

In February 1934 the Hour A Day Club was organized in the home of 
Mrs. J. A. Jacobs. The aims of the club were to improve its members through 
the study of child psychology, coloured history, current events, discussions, 
lectures, tours and patriotic work, to encourage youth to aim for higher educa¬ 
tion, to sponsor annually a student rally, to offer a scholarship and a bursary. 
A culture program has been presented annually for 25 years, contributions to 
the community betterment. 

The members participated in local affairs and served on many committees 
throughout greater Windsor. The club is a member of the Local Council of 
Women. 


PRESIDENTS’ TENURE 

Mrs. J. A. Jacobs _ 

Mrs. Lloyd Washington ___ 

Mrs. M. C. Rock_ 

Mrs. Gladys Van Dyke______ 

Mrs. C. P. Butler _ 

Mrs. M. C. Rock_ 

Mrs. F. S. Watkins ___ 

Mrs. J. S. Stewart___ 

Mrs. G. H. Talbot_ 

Mrs. Luella White _ 

Edna Proctor _ 


.... 1934-42 
..... 1942-45 
.... 1945-48 
.... 1948-51 
.... 1951-52 
.... 1952-55 
..... 1955-58 
.... 1958-61 
..... 1961-64 
.... 1964-67 
1967— 


MR. ROBERT EAST 



Lives at 1020 Mercer Street and his 
wife’s name is Rena Baylis. They have 
two boys. 

Mr. East has worked as Superin¬ 
tendent of Services at the Prince Edward 
Hotel, Park and Ouellette, for forty 
years. 

Bell Captains he has supervised were: 
Sherman McDowell, Richard Chase, Wm. 
Soloman, Murray Brown, Forest Ladd, 
Harold Green, Wilfred Harris, Hugh 
Lucas, Warren Allen, Eddie Whitehead, 
and Anthony Chase. 
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CARLOTTA FRANZEL 

She was a poor girl whose name is now linked artistically with those of 
Paul Robeson, Jane Pickens, Ed Wynn, James Melton, Dorothy Maynor . . . 
and other stars in the galaxy of the world of entertainment. This is the story 
of Pauline McCaughan, of her rise to the dizzy heights as Carlotta Franzel. 

Although the city of Pontiac now claims her as a native daughter, records 
show that Miss Franzel was born in Canada, in the small town of Chatham, and 
that, at the age of four when she was first-be ginning to show signs of a bright 
musical future, the family moved to Pontiac, where her father was employed 
as a skilled carpenter and general worker. She is a cousin to the Perry families 
of Windsor. 

She sang her way through school. She sang in her church choir, building 
on a musical education which had begun at the age of five. She practised piano 
when the house was so cold her fingers became stiff. To finance her music 
lessons . . . quite a problem, when every cent in the family is needed for 
essentials such as food and clothing, she took care of children and gave piano 
lessons. All this time, she enjoyed singing, but gave no real serious thought to a 
future in that direction, until she had been singled out time and again for solos 
in her church work. 

Her baby-sitting and her teaching brought in a little extra, but not enough 
to make singing lessons possible. She tried out for an Atwater Kent scholar¬ 
ship . . . and she won, in local competition. 

As soon as she had graduated from high school, in 1932, she took a job 
clerking in a grocery store, still dreaming of the future she felt must be hers. 
Singing in the church choir, she met a young man named Clarence Frisby, who 
encouraged her and arranged an audition with Dr. William Howland, at the 
Detroit Institute of Arts. Her career was launched. She never went backward. 

In three years, she was appearing in Detroit as a featured soloist. Then 
came engagements with the Ford Hour ... In Boston,. . . and finally her Town 
Hall Debut ... a try-out for “Carmen Jones” . . . and success beyond her fondest 
dreams as Cindy Lou. 

When “Carmen Jones” opened, critics singled out one voice from more than 
100. They wrote, “The most finished and certainly the most beautiful voice in 
the production is the soprano of Carlotta Franzel, who, as Cindy Lou, sang 
Micaela’s aria so well last night they had to stop the show and bring her before 
the curtain.” 

The critics began tumbling over one another in the race to try and coin 
new superlatives which would be adequate with her voice. They’ve been trying 
... and never quite succeeding — until this day. 

Said another, following the “Carmen Jones” opening: “Carlotta Franzel is 
in the line of our great Micaelas. She has a lovely voice . . . rich, warm and 
packed with emotion.” 

One critic went back a second time (an almost unheard of event in the 
history of musical reviews) and wrote, “As far as I am concerned, Carlotta 
Franzel is the hit of the show. Her acting and singing as Cindy Lou is truly 
superb . . . her performance is absolutely extraordinary. A second hearing-seeing 
convinces me that Miss Franzel is one of the best singing actresses of her race.” 

What of the young man whose encouragement helped her get her start, 
whose guidance and wise counsel kept her headed for her own bright star? 
In private life, Pauline McCaughan-Carlotta Franzel is Mrs. Clarence Frisby. 
They have a teen-age daughter. 

She remains, in spite of her meteoric success, unspoiled, untemperamental, 
as completely natural as though untouched by the magic of Fame. She has a 
beautiful sense of humor, a deep sense of gratitude for all those whose help 
made her success possible. 
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BURNETTA DAY 

Born in Windsor received some 
of her early schooling here and later 
moved to Harrow. She attended high 
school in Harrow and it was there 
that she won her first singing contest. 
This was just the beginning, Bur- 
netta’s mother a fine singer herself in 
her younger days decided to send 
Burnetta to The Ursuline School of 
Music, where she studied under 
Mother Ste. Theresa. She won many 
music contests in Windsor, Harrow, 
Chatham, London and Toronto as 
well as in Detroit. 

Some of the chief scholarships and awards were as follows: 

Scholarship from Royal Toronto Conservatory 1964, 1965, 1966, 1967. 
Scholarship from Ford Motor Company of Canada. 

Continental Performing Arts Scholarship for 1964, 65, 66 and now awaiting 
results for 1967 which should be heard on or before July, 1967. 

Scholarship from Opera in Faculty of Music, Toronto, Ontario. 

Senior Soloist in famous St. George United Church Choir, 1964-1967. 

The Lynx Scholarship of Detroit in 1966. 

Centennial Kiwanis Scholarship for 1967. 

Burnetta is taking a tour with her choir across Canada to Expo 1967 which 
will start from Vancouver and end at the fair in Montreal. Miss Day who has 
a fine soprano voice is compared to Miss Marion Anderson in her younger days 
by some authorities. 
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THE LONG ROAD 

This 1st volume of history deals with the contribution of the coloured 
people of Windsor, Canada. It has been a “Long Road” of hardships, sorrow 
and struggle but above all it shows some of the achievements of these people who 
came to Canada to do what any good citizen should, whether a settler, alien or 
one who was born here. He looked the land over. He greeted the people here as 
friends. He said, “This is a good country, this is a fertile land to be worked. 
There is plenty of wild life, even around the small village of Windsor. Our 
National Government is a good one. We can build together.” 

The coloured people worked with all groups. They hauled their water from 
the Detroit River and built their homes and churches. They worked with the 
native Indians who lived in this part of Canada and there were many in 1867 
and there are many still here. They worked with all the ethnic groups and there 
are now far more than there were in 1870, as at that time the French, English and 
Scottish were in the majority; but they worked together and Windsor grew. 
Windsor has always been known for its cosmopolitan atmosphere. There never 
have been any real incidents. 

The people have practised self-reliance as Emerson said in his essay “Self- 
Reliance”, without even knowing that there was an essay of this nature to be 
written. The people of Windsor down through the century have practised self- 
reliance and it has been good for our community. 

Windsor has had some bad days and years but she has always come out of 
it: I know some people who were born here, both coloured and white, who have 
not been out of the city for even a day. I know others who have left Windsor 
but have come home to stay, saying this is the best city in the world. Sure there 
are a few who have left to not come back but they are in the great minority. 
There has always been a love of Windsor by its citizens. 

So on the eve of the closing of this book “The Long Road,” I can only say, 
“May this spirit of cooperation and understanding always exist and improve.” 

The Author and Editor. 
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